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Revealed: labours scam 


Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 

New Labour MPs have been 
asked by party officials to take 
“ “legal “sting" to 

SnJSwL ,hc taxpaycr of up to 
27ie Independent has been 
told that some new MPs elect- 
ed m the 100 marginal seats tar- 
geted by Labour have been 
approached by party officials de- 
maudrng a £5,000 “contribu- 
hon to help pay the salaries of 
mu-tune local poUticai agents. 

But the body-blow to 
Labour s ami-sleaze image 
came from the punchline pm- 
Pasal: that the MPs could get 
the cash from their £47.568 


MPs say they were threatened over supplying funds for party offices 


Office Costs Allowance - the 
tax-free allowance for MPs’ 
parliamentaiy work. 

. Senior Labour Mft said last 
night that they were staggered 
that the party could gel involved 
m such an operation when Tony 
Blair promised only last month, 
in the party election manifesto: 
“We will dean up politics.” 

The demands for “money 
with menaces" have come from 
regional party offices and in 
some cases from a senior official 
at Labour's national headquar- 
ters in Westminster. Expenses al- 
lowances are only paid - and 
financed by the taxpayer -on the 


legal understanding lhal they are 
used exclusively for “office ex- 
penses incurred in connection 
with a Member’s parliamentaiy 
duties”. 

On that same understanding, 
the payments are not taxed by 
the Inland Revenue. If the 
money was improperly claimed 
- for example, to be diverted to 
pay for the salary of a party po- 
litical agent - both the Com- 
mons and Inland Revenue 
would be defrauded, with the 
taxpayer losing on both counts. 

Bui The Independent was told 
that some new MPs were petri- 
fied by the request. One said it 


amounted to “blackmail” - pay 
up. or else. The implicit threat 
was that if they did not play ball 
with the powerful party machine, 
they could face the risk of des- 
election as candidates for the 
next election - or, at the very 
least, “lose the love” of region- 
al party officials. 

Few of the MPs wanted to 
pay the money, and they will be 
delighted by today's Independent 
report - because it wfll force the 
party to repudiate the exercise 
as the work of naive and “over- 
zealous” officers; the customary 
escape clause from embarrass- 
ing gaffes. 


However, while one MP con- 
ceded that Lhe officials could be 
“wet behind the ears”, another 
said the exercise could only 
have been mounted by party 
headquarters, and if the target 
was to raise £500.000 then it 
could only have been sanctioned 
at a very high level in the party. 
“This is so clearly outside the 
rule, that in the post-Nolan era 
it is quite simply barmy," he said. 

But the same MP conceded 
that MPs on both sides of the 
Commons were known to be ex- 
ploiting a “grey area” of the Of- 
fice Costs Allowance - malting 
“contributions” towards the 


costs of local party offices “for 
parliamentary purposes" when 
the money was effectively being 

used as a subsidy for party offices. 

In the last Parliament, Tory 
Central Office ran an exercise 
to ask local constituency parties 
to get their MPs to make such 
payments as a means of cutting 
the party’s overheads. 

The Office Costs Allowance 
is supposed to be used for “the 
cost of equipment, and secre- 
tarial and research assistance”, 
including office expenses like 
rent, heating and lighting bills, 
or even “an appropriate pro- 
portion of domestic costs where 


an office is contained within the 
Member’s home.” 

There is nothing to stop an 
MP employing a spouse, and a 
number of MPs do so, but there 
is a complete bar on the al- 
lowance - or any of the Com- 
mons facilities - being used for 
party political purposes. MPs 
are currently paid a salary of 
£43,860. 

Tony Blair also said in the 
Labour manifesto, however, 
that part of the exercise to 
“clean up politics” would in- 
clude a move to “put the fund- 
ing of political parties on a 
proper and accountable basis.” 


If that is done, it would ease 
the pressure on the party ma-. 
chines - Labour, Conservative 
and others - to cut corners. \ 
Lord Nolan's Committee od 
Standards in Public Life is ex-j 
pected to be given a re fere ace 
on the funding of political par- 
ties later this year, with a request 
for recommendations. But it was 
pointed out last night that Lord 
Nolan had already set out a se- 
ries of “principles of public 
life” that would be contravened 
if the Labour scheme succeeds 
ed - raising the possibility of an| 
investigation by Sir Gordoq 
Downey, the Parliamentary; 
Commissioner for Standards. ; 

Andrew Marr on Labour’s! 
first month, page 23 
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A need for speed: Britain’s jet powered car Thrust roars across the Jordanian desert yesterday in trials for an attempt on the land speed record. The current world record, held by Richard Noble, is 633.47niph 


Photograph: Reuters 


Don’t try this at home: A Briton goes for a world record as we face lower speed limits 
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Colin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

As a British team prepared for thi- 
er attempt on the world land speed 
record in Jordan, the Government 
announced speed limits could be cut 
in order to reduce road accident fig- 
ures - but said the national 70mph 
limit would not be changed 


Gavin Strang, the Minister of 
Transport, told MPs: “Speed con- 
tributes to a third of all road acci- 
dents. I am concerned to reduce its 
impact and 1 shall be considering a 
range of measures to manage speed, 
including speed limits.” 

The 70mpb limit has been in 
force for decades. By reviewing 
speed limits, Mr Strang could be 


opening up a Pandora’s box, and anx- 
ious transport press officers were 
quick to play down last night sug- 
gestions that the 70mph speed lim- 
it was likely to be changed. 

“We have a new government look- 
ing at everything," said a Whitehall 
source. “But we have no plans to 
reduce national speed limits." 

• Mr Strang also ruled out Tbiy sug- 


gestions that the 70mpb limit should 
be increased to SOmph, the 1 speed 
followed by many drivers in the fast 
lane. Many motorists claim the cur- 
rent limi t causes bunching, and dan- 
gerous tailbacks, and some police 
forces are reluctant to prosecute for 
speeding below 80mpb on motorways. 

However, John Prescott, the 
Deputy Prime Minister, in charge of 


both the departments of Transport 
and the Environment, is on record 
for supporting a reduction in mo- 
torway speeds to 50mph at peak 
times. 

Mr Prescott's 1989 plan for 
reducing the speed limit to deal with 
congestion anticipated by half a 
decade the imposition of a variable 
speed limit on the M25 to reduce 


congestion at peak times. The re- 
view by Mr Strang could widen the 
use of motorway signals like those 
on the M25 to force drivers to low- 
er tbeir speeds for safety reasons. At 
the moment, the motorway signals 
are normally used for hazards such 
as fog or accidents. 

Hie 60mph limit on the M2S is 
seen by many motorists as safer, and 


less stressful than the speed-and-j 
brake approach to most driving oq 
B ritain's overcrowded motorways. ^ 
The merging of the two depart^ 
meats under Mr Prescott will also 
herald moves to make environment 
lal concerns more important in road 
planning. Reducing speeding mayj 
also be seen as a “green” measure} 
to reduce fuel consumption. ] 


Hong Kong 
handover turns 
into farce 


Stephen Vines 

Hong Kong 


The ceremonies planned to mark the 


struggles managed to reach a greater 
level of agreement about who would 
participate in the handover of power 
bv this stage in the proceedings. 

The event is threatening to pose a 
severe test for Robin Cook, the For- 
eign Secretary, and for the Govern- 


f. 


retiim of Hong Kong to China are 
^descending into farce. With four weeks 

bp go. the guest list is ^ L Tt is <»mirig to symbolise the bad 

Jgritain is .Se of relations between London and 

minese ceremony and cruna ts uu« Because of doubts over the cer- 

r«fcing to return the c o®^® ei U* ritish monies, Tbny Blair has yet to decide 
There has never been _ . whether to attend, 

eokmial withdrawal surrounoea ^ jndeed, there is still wide uncertainty 

i uncertainty so close to the ^ win be in Hong Kong for the 

tor the Union flag. Ever on tie 30 June. Britain has 

waged bitter tndepe announced its principal participant will 

- be Prince of Whies and has ra- 


ce U1C _ 

peatedly asked China who wfll be his 
counieiparL China has declined to an- 
swer, aside from an assurance that it 
wfll be a person of appropriate se- 
niority. This has been taken to imply 
that President Jiang Zemin wffl be pre- 
sent but there issiiUno confirmation. 






sent but there BStdJnocOT™ - . partiqpation in the national anthems of Briton and 

tSifevant, but this is nowin doubL It China wfll be played andlheflags of 

resent^ WPrmefti^eri-in& not even dear whetiier Tung Cbee- the two nations, alongside those of 

who is hated m Hong Kong as tne pe_ who ^ head the post-colonial colonial Hong Kong and the new 

government, will be there. A spokes- Hong Kong Spaial Administrative Re- 
woman for Mr Tung said: “Hie Chief gion, will be raised and lowered 
Executive’s programme for that peri- These proceedingswul end shortly 
od has not been finalised" after midnight The Prince of Wales 

The only time both the British and and the Governor will then board the 
Chinese «ovenunents will take part in Rr^aJ Yacht Britannia and safl towards 
. tho krmf hon. an iirtriisdnsed destination, believed to 


men Square massacre, the amuveiary 

ofwbiai will be commemorated today. 

Bat the biggest problems concern 
the two parallel ceremonies arranged 
byBriomand China- There are (toubts 

. -r n nll fMWPSPnT 


KxsSsffis sssssassae ssassiss gacn 

SSaiEMt ssiHSx-"” 


Philippines. 

' , pageant, the OTity Ernies and his unnamed Chinese This will be followed by the mail- 

PC KING PUCK counteipaii will make short speeches, gurafcn ceremony fur Hong Kong s 

— I Um,» 9.1/1 TMP T&Rinm 
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Chinese soldiers stand guard 
at a flagpole in Tiananmen 
Square on the eve of the 
eighth anniversary of the 
massacre of protesters there. 

The massacre has often 
been used by pro-democracy 
protesters in Hong Kong as 
typifying the Chinese 
government's attitude 
towards dissenters 

Photograph: AP 


new administration. It had been 
planned that the Foreign Secretary 
would stay for this event and for oth- 
er events later in the day, before 
departing on a chartered British Air- 
ways flight 

However, British officials are con- 
cerned that Mr Cook might be placed 
in the embarrassing position of seem- 
ing to endorse the appointment of the 
provisional legislature, which will on 
C hina ’s insistence replace the existing, 
elected Hong Kong legislature. 

Britain regards the provisional 
legislature as an illegitimate body, while 
China objects to the present, democ- 
ratically-elected body. 

Now that China has made it clear 
that it wishes the foreign dignitaries to 
witness the swearing-in, Britain may 
decide that it should only be repre- 
sented by an official, litis raises the 
possibility that Mr Cook may fly back 
to Britain that night, rather than tak- 
ing part in any of the other handover 
ceremonies. 

Democracy campaigners in Hong 
Kong have already started putting pres- 
sure on foreign capitals, including 
Washington, to boycott the swearing- 
in of the provisional legislature mem- 
bers. Emily Lau, a leader of the 
Frontier pro-democracy group, said 
that China had “pulled a fast one" by 
trying to leod legitimacy to the new 
body by getting foreign governments 
represented at its birth. 

Pillar of shame, page 17 
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Stabbing: inquiry . 

An independent inquiry is inves- 
tigating how a psydfe^icp^t 
w ts able to walk out of a hospital, 
buy a knife and stab a year-old gin 
in a random a tt ac k - rage 4 
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McAliskey granted bail to 
stay with her baby 

IRA terrorist suspect Roisin McAliskey was yesterday granted bail 

by a \°. e S abl f her 10 ** transferred to a 

specialist National Health Service mother and baby unit 

Ms McABkev. 25, who gave birth to a daughter, Loinnir, a week 
ago at the Whittington hospital in north London, was granted bail 
at an earlier High Court hearing allowing her to be taken to the 
hospital from Holloway prison where she was awaiting extradition 
proceedings to Germany where the authorities want to question her 
over a mortar bomb attack on a British Army base last summer. 

Ms McAliskey s solicitor, Gareth Pence, said outside the court 
yesterday: “She has been granted bail to go to a specialist NHS 
mother and baby unit and that is all we can say." 

Councils win freedom 


The Government yesterday announced that it would sign a 
European charter guaranteeing the freedom of local councils from 
interference from the centre. The Conservatives had resisted 
signing for years. Hilary Armstrong, Environment minister, said 
that agreeing to the Council of Europe’s Charter of Local Self- 
Government would bring in a new era in the relations between 
Whitehall and councils. She plans a series of joint studies by 
government and councils on city regeneration, planning and new 
ways of involving the public in decision-making. David Walker 

Britain urged to act over landmines 

Britain could become the world leader in clearing the "scourge" of 
landmines across the globe, Martin Bell, Independent MP and 
former BBC war correspondent, claimed yesterday. Speaking at the 
Mines Advisory Group Exhibition, at St James's Church, Piccadilly, 
London, the MP for Tatton said: “The technology is there. The 
inventors and engineers are there. The need world-wide is certainly 
there. Ail that it lacks is the political whL 1 profoundly hope that 
we have it." Mr Bell said there could be as many as 110 million 
landmines stQl in the ground. “It is like a virus or epidemic that has 
spread quite recently and on a global scale," be said. 

Cuillins guard their peace 


The rugged Cuillin mountains on the Isle of Skye have been spared 
being buzzed every 15 minutes by £30-a-head helicopter rides for 
tourists. Following protests, Skye councillors have rejected an 
application by London-based Man Friday Helicopters (MFH) to 
use an airstrip near the village of Broadford for the flights. MFH 
had fallen back to the airstrip after abandoning plans for helipads 
at two other locations. More than 1,500 objections were received 
by the Skye and Loch Alsh council, mostly from climbers and 
walkers who regard the Cuillins (above) as the finest mountain 
landscape in Britain. There were also fears about the impact of 
frequent flights on golden eagles which nest in the corries. 

Stephen Goodwin 

Britons sent home from Thai jails 

Sandra Gregory, who was jailed for 25 years for trying to smuggle 
heroin out of Thailand, will return to Britain on Thursday to serve 
the rest of her sentence. Gregory, 32, was found carrying 89g of 
heroin in February 1993 as she and fellow Briton Robert Lock tried 
to board 3 flight from Bangkok to Tokyo. Mr Lock was cleared last 
year of drug trafficking. Gregory and three British men also jailed 
for possession of heroin - Andrew McGarrity, serving 52 years, 
Kevin Grant, 25 years, and Peter Heather, 40 years - are all 
returning under a transfer treaty with Thailand. 

Rover withdraws hostage advert 

The Rover car company has responded to complaints by withdrawing 
a television advert which features a blindfolded hostage being 
rescued. Rover said the company and the Independent Television 
Commission had received complaints on the appropriateness of the 
advert for the 600 model at a tune of hostage tension involving 
Britons. “If we have offended anyone, we apologise," group 
corporate affairs director Bernard Carey said. "... it was never our 
intention to cause controversy or offence. 
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John Patterson; Fear of panic attacks turned him into a red use (Photograph: PA) 


Tragi: end for romantic hero 
who was a loser in love 



J ohn Patterson; the man who gave romantic hope 
to thousands of single people through his Date- 
line dating agency, died a lonely, broken man af- 
ter two failed relationships and a history of alcoholism. 

He was found dead in his bath one morning In Jan- 
uary by his former wife Sandy Nye, an inquest was tokL 
Mr Patterson, 52, eamed more than £8m from his. 
successful computer dating agency. He had been a 
dynamic and energetic man, spending much of his 
wealth oh his great passion -flying. After MsNye di- 
vorced him in 1982, he had a refetiemship with his sec- 
retary, Kim Selflck, with whom he had two sons; bqt 
that loo broke down. . ; 

During the 1980s and early 1990s, alcohol abuse 
began to wreck his fife, and in the years preceding his 
death he was a virtual rectose, trapped in We own home 
for fear of panic attacks, the inquest heard. . 

The daybeforehis death, Mr Patterson.his assist 
tant Mark Cowley and Ms Nya travefled from his home, 
Chesterton Manor near Oxford, to Ms Nye's home at 
Hm Manor near Wisbech in Cambridgeshire, to help 
him overcome his fear of going out- -,■■■ 

That night, Ms Nye stayed at her other home in near- 
by Walpole St Peter after a rehearsal with her oper-- 


Ashmolean’s 
new director 
snubs Oxford 

The new director of Oxford's 
Ashmolean Museum has shocked 
academics by resigning before he 
even started. 

Dr George Goldner, a leading 
figure in the New York art world, 
has told Oxford University that he 
does not want the job after all. 

The Ashmolean (right) 
announced in December that Dr 
Goldner, formerly senior curator at 
the Metropolitan Museum of Art in 
New York had been appointed 
director. He was due to take up the 
post in October when the present 
director. Professor Christopher 
White, stands down. 

But Dr Goldner said yesterday 
that he had changed his mind and 
decided to stay in New York. *A 
variety of things, personal and 
professional, led to a change of 
heart on behalf of my wife and 
myself," Dr Goldner said. One was 
understood to be the fact that he 
was unable to find a suitable 
house In Oxford. Asked if he was 



dissatisfied with the homes 
available, he said: “There was an 
element of that But I would not 
want to comment further." 

Professor White said: “It is very 
sad ... Dr Goldner would have 
made a very good director. He had 
been to Oxford several times to 
look around. It seems it didn't work 
out” He said that unlike other 
internationally famous museums, 
there was no property 
automatically provided for the 
Ashmolean director. 

The Ashmolean is Britain's 
oldest public museum, having 
opened in 1683, and is named 
after Elias Ash mole who gave the 
first collections. Jojo Afoyes 


atic society, and Mr Patterson stayed at Ekn Manor wtih 
Mr Cowley. 

Ms Nye found his body slumped in the bath thenext 
morning, January 23. He had drunk four-and-a-haif 
times the legal limit, for driving - 387mg in 100ml of 
blood, enoiigh to kill someone less tolerant to drink, 
the cororiermts tokf. 

. . Ms Nye told the inquest she arrived at Bm Manor 
at 9am: 

. “I went up to the bedroom and saw him in the bath, 
but it looked Lika he was asleep. I said, 'What are you 
doing sleeping in the bath?" and then I realised he was 
all grey," she said. 

“He wassat upin the bath with his arms on the sides, 
his head was sideways and the water was just up to 
his nose and his hair wasn't wet” 

A Horne Office pathologist. Dr Nat Cary, told the in- 
quest on Monday at Wisbech magistrates court that 
Mr Patter so n died from drowning and chronic alco- 
holism and had probably slipped or fallen ki the bath. 

The coroner, William Morris, recorded a verdict of 
accidental death, saying thaffor so m e reas on or oth- 
er he slipped under the water”, 

Matthew Brace 


Love in a cold 
climate for 
Eskimo wife 

A student has swapped her degree 
studies for a traditional life on the 
frozen fringes of the Arctic with an 
Eskimo hunter. 

Jo Matthews, 23, gave up her 
zoology course at Aberdeen 
University after meeting Mark 
Alaqu, an Inuit, during a scientific 
expedition with her scientist father 
in northern Canada 

The couple fell in love but Ms 
Matthews, who was brought up in 
Sheffield and York, decided to get 
married. They now have a 22- 
month-old son, Jajie, and live a 
traditional life in SalluiL near 
Hudson Bay, where they eal 
caribou and make clothes out of 
animal skins. 

Ms Matthews said: “When I 
came to live with Mark here I knew 
it was exactly the right thing for me 
to do. It never felt like a big 
decision to make. 

“I knew in my own mind 1 was 
malting the right choice and l have 
been very, very happy living here.” 


briefing 



HEALTH 

Mental patients left 
to cope in isolation 

Care for tbe menially Hi is "going backwards 71 with many-peopje _ 
with schizophrenia Irving days on end without professional or social ‘ 
contact, the charity Sane daimed today. -■ j\ 

A survey of 54 diagnosed sufferers of schizophrenia found that _ 
oniv five had places at day or drop-in centres and only four had' 
been offered counselling or psychotherapy. One in fivesakf that . 
thev felt that there was insufficient time allocated by doctors or 
Dsvchiatrisis to talk about their illness or treatment. “We seem to 
be going backwards in the care we offer," said Marjorie Mace, 
chief executive of Sane. “Desperate people are fighting atone or 
with verv little help against the often frightening symptoms of their 
Alness, the most damning finding is that many psychiatrists and 
GPs are seen as often reluctant to give time or understanding 
leaving seriouslv 31 people isolated and at increased risk of 
self-harm or suicide." IBenda Cooper 

environment 

UK under fire over beach pollution 

The European Commission was today urged to take legal action 
against the UK for ‘•persistent and planned failure" to free bathing 
beaches of sewage pollution. . . . 

The call came from the Marine Conservation Society which said 
49 UK beaches were still sewage-con lamin a ted 21 years after an 
EC ha thing water directive was laid down. “It is a scandal that 
despite years of protest ... these beaches fail to meet mi ni mu m 
legal limits for sewage pollution," said the society’s conservation 
director Guv Liniey- Adams. 

The society said the UK had broken commitments given to the 
European Court of Justice in 1991 to achieve full compliance to 
the bathing water directive by 1995, and had broken its own revised 
target of 95 per cent compliance by 1995. “It is high time we were 
not so soft with our record profit-making water companies. It is up 
to the new Government to stop the pollution of our beaches once 
and for aft,” said Mr Lmtey-Adams. 



EMPLOYMENT 

Experience is top job requirement 

When it comes to job hunting, where applicants have worked is 
more important than their s kills or qualifications. And personal 
contacts may be a better source of vacancies than an employment 
agency, according to a new survey into recruitment. 

The Institute of Personnel and Development asked recruiters 
which factors w ere most important in deciding the best candidate 
for a job. Past experience came top. followed by skills, competence, 
qualifications and finally personal qualities. It also emerged that 
word-of-mouth recruitment was widespread - which was a cause of 
concern because it “perpetuated easting unbalances in the 
workforce". Angela Baron, author of the survey, said: “If you ask a 
white, middle-class ihinysomelhlng man to recommend someone,. ■ 
he is likely to recommend someone very similar. It also prevents 
employers from accessing the best-possible talent available-because 
if restricts their options to the limited number of people known to ; 
their existing workforce." 


WEATHER 

Little respite for drought-hit regions 

Rainfall in May on England and Wales was above the long term 
average for the mouth, but only by 5 per cent, the Meteorological 
Office said yesterday. 

This has helped to keep the threat of sprinkler and hosepipe - 
bans in the drought-hit South-east and East Anglia at bay. Bat 
while the water companies report foil or nearly full reservoirs, 
groundwater levels remain low; For the three spring months of 
March, April and May taken together, cumulative rainfall In 
England and Wales has been only 63 per cent of the long-term 
average for the past 30 years. In East Anglia, the spring rainfall 
was jnst 26 per cent of the region's long-term average; thenext 
most rainfall-starved region was south-east England where the 
percentage was 42 per cent Scotland, meanwhile, has received 
well above average. Nicholas Schoon 


HEALTH SERVICES 


Physiotherapists in short supply 

Nine out of ten NHS trusts are experiencing difficulty recruiting 
physiotherapists, according to a survey. Of the 78 crusts surveyed 
two-thirds said the problem had worsened over the last three years. 
The Chartered Society of Physiotherapy, which conducted the 
survey said poor pav and heavy workloads were the chief reasons. 

Jeremy Laura nee 


NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made up 412% of 
the raw material for UK newspapers 
in the first half of 1996 
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news 

The creation of an 
animal with a 

human chromosome 
has far-reaching 
consequences, not 

just for human 
development, but 
for world trade too 




• .s- 


Charles Arthur 

Science Editor 

The trade wars of the future 
could be fought over the own- 
ership and exploitation of hu- 
man genes - not spices, or fish, 
or computer chips, like those of 
me past Though the connection 
may seem obscure, the success 
of a team in Japan which yes- 
terday announced it had bred 
mice with an entire human 
chromosome, containing thou- 
sands of genes, moves that day 
a httle closer. 

A legal battled already brew- 
ing between an American com- 
pany* Biocyte, and a number of 
European government-funded 
bodies. The issue is complex, but 
boils down to this: Biocyte has 
the rights to use the blood cells 
from the umbilical cord of any 
baby born in the European 
Union. European doctors and 
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the granting of that right, made 
earlier this year by the Euro- 
pean Patent Office. 

The Japanese work trans- 
planted a number of human 
genes which produce antibod- 
ies for the human immune sys- 
tem into embryo cells of mice, 
which then grew into healthy 
adults. Crucially, their blood 
contained human antibody pro- 
teins. confirming the success of 
the gene’s movement. 

Previous gene work has man- 
aged to create “transgenic” an- 
imals containing one or two 
genes from another organism - 
a plant, animal or h uman —but 
never before has an entire 
chromosome been successfully 
incorporated into another ani- , 
maTsDNA. .. : 

Steve Jones, professqr of ge- 
netics at University. College., 
London (UCL), called the 
work, reported today in the sci- 
ence journal Nature Gaieties , “a 
remarkable technical break- 
through”. 

The future applications could 



Gene wars: Legal battles loom over the right to use blood from umbilical cords in transgenic work such as moving human chromosomes to mice Photograph: Science Photo Library 


include the creation of trans- And that is only one of a myr- 
genic animals .which would ~ iad of possibilities, 
make antibodies to all sorts of A trade war could fbGow if re- 

human illnesses. Biotechnolo- gional patent offices began 
^gy, psing transgenic animals is .tuning down patents from 
forecast tobe amiUttbfflion dol- abroad for “local ^rCasote: xnS 


lar business. Imagine, for ex- 
ample, if cows could produce 
human antibodies: their milk 
could replace both breast- 
feeding and powdered milk. 


that basis, the challenges to the 
Biocyte patent could be the first 
step to a gene trade dispute. 

But in the short term the 
most certain result of the latest 


work is that patent offices 
around the world will soon re- 
ceive copies of applications 
from the Japanese- group, 
“patenting" the mice’s DNA 
“and the 'techniques used to 
produce it To many people, the 
idea of patenting genes and 
DNA - the blueprint for all liv- 
ing thing?- is repeDenL But Pro- 
fessor Jones insists Chat the 


only way forward is to be prag- 
matic about the commercial 
aspects of biotechnology, and 
exploit them to our advantage. 

“There’s no field of human 
endeavour in which we don't 
have intellectual property 
rights,” he said yesterday. “If 
you can patent plant varieties, 
as already happens, you can 
patent genes and DNA. You 


can't then say human DNA is 
a special chemicaL You have al- 
ready swallowed the cameL” 
This is" where Biocyte has 
stepped in and identified the 
umbilical blood ceftf known 
as “stem cells” - as biological- 
ly unique. Such cells are 
“mother cells” which, when in- 
troduced into diseased parts of 
the body, can generate healthy 


blood cells. More than 500 
people have already benefited 
from that, as an alternative to 
replacing diseased bone marrow 
(which normally produces new 
blood-cells), in cases of inher- 
ited blood disorders and can- 
cers. Stem cells exist only in the 
foetus, and can normally only be 
collected from the umbilicus. 

But a consortium of nation- 


al blood transfusion services 
from the UK, France, Ger- 
many. Spain and the Nether- 
lands, with the European Bone 
Marrow Association, and chal- 
lenging the Biocyte patent on 
the basis that it is too broad. 
Their appeal will not be heard 
until some time next year. 

Meanwhile, a parent could 
only prevent the umbilical 
blood cells from becoming Bio- 
cyte s intellectual property by al- 
tering the hospital consent form 
to exclude the cells’ collection 
- but that would prevent their 
use in potentially lifesaving 
medical treatments. 

Professor Jones suggests that 
the only way forward will be for 
everybody to become more 
aware of the value of their ge- 
netic material, and hanging on 
to it - possibly by altering con- 
sent forms. In 1984 in the US a 
man whose extracted spleen 
cells were used by the drugs com- 


ucts sued the company for a 
share of the benefits - but lost 
because the consent form abro- 
gated his rights once the tissues 
were removed from his body. 

“Companies will try to make 
consent forms ambiguous and 
wide ranging , and play on peo- 
ples' fears," Professor Jones 
said. “I certainly wouldn't sign 
a consent formwiDy-nilly. Peo- 
ple have got to become aware 
of what they’re signing.” 

Biotechnology companies in- 
sist that the enormous invest- 
ments they have made justify the 
breadth of their patents. Some- 
times, though, the companies 
make the gamble and lose - bad- 
ly. In 1989 the chemicals pant 
DuPont began offering for sale 
its patented “Oncomouse” - a 
mouse with a genetic predis- 
position to develop cancer. It 
spent more than $10 million on 
the controversial research and 
licensing. But almost ten years 
later. DuPont has seen barely 
any revenues from it. 
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Top auction houses face inquiry over price-fixing 
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David Usbome 

and Stephen Goodwin • 

Christie’s, the London-based auction 
house, is assisting the United States 

m fa cnfppnma in- 


arts dealing in New York City. 

US officials have in recent weeks 
served subpoenas on several auction 
firms, including Sotheby’s, and on a 
wide range of top-drawer Manhat- 


tan galleries for information that may 
help with the inanity. 

Investigators have seized truck- 
loads of documents including trav- 
el records, telephone bills and 
correspondence between auction 
houses and dealers. They are look- 
ing for evidence of “bid pooling” or 
“bid rigging”, which entails buyers 

agreeing in advance of a fine arts auc- 
tion to hold back from bidding 
against each other for a woric and 
thus holding down the selling price 


They can then sell on the piece at a 
considerable profit. 

Christie's disclosure of the Grand 
Jury subpoena was made as part of 
a statement to the Stock Exchange 
announcing its intention to raise 
US$75m (£46. 8m) to finance new 
premises in the Rockefeller Centre 
in New York and expand facilities 
elsewhere. When raising money, 
companies are under a duty to dis- 
close any information that may be 
relevant to shareholders. 


Peter Blythe, Christie’s group fi- 
nance director, said the company's 
US subsidiary, Christie’s Inc, was 
co-operating fuUy with the Justice 
Department and believed It had 
“acted properly at all times”. 

“dearly, bid rings are not some- 
thing which auctioneers favour be- 
cause we benefit from getting the very 
best price for the seller,” Mr Blythe 
said. Auction houses make their liv- 
ing by levying a buyer’s premium of 
up to 15 per cent on works sold. 


Bid rigging is also illegal in Britain 
but rumours of pooling by dealers cir- 
culate at intervals. 

News of the investigation sent 
shockwaves through the fine arts 
community in New York yesterday. 
If any wrongdoing is uncovered it 
could seriously tarnish an industry 
that depends on a sterling reputation 
to retain its clientele. 

“This kind of thing puts us all m 
a bad light and could cost some deal- 
ers lots of money,' 9 remarked Wri- 


ter Edelman of the Edelman gallery. 
A frequent visitor at both Christie's 
and Sotheby's, Mr Edelman said he 
had never been approached by a rig- 
ging consortium, But the allega- 
tions did not seem outlandish to him. 

One of the galleries to have re- 
ceived a subpoena spoke to The In- 
dependent, anonymously. “We do not 
know of any instances where this has 
happened,” the owner said, “But 
there may be people out there like 
this; every gallery has to make a prof- 


it. It’s clear that in the history of art 
dealing there have been cases of peo- 
ple working together in this way.” 

Another technique for rigging 
sales involves dealers paying com- 
missions to potential rivals to per- 
suade them not to bid. 

The Justice Department refused to 
offer any details of the investigation. 
But a spokeswoman confirmed that 
“tfa e anti-trust division is looking at the 
possibility of anti-competitive practices 
m the fine art auction industry”. 
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Glenda Cooper 

Social Affairs Correspondent 

A wclem psychiatric patient 
who slabbed a baby in a random 
attack was able lo walk out of 
a hospital unchallenged and 
was not missed for several 
hours, a court heard yesterday. 

Mental health charities yes- 
terday called for increased 


Treetop 
Animal 
protests 
in a 

concrete 

overcoat 

Michael Streeter 


After the rc-emergencc of 
Swampy, it was the turn yes- 
terday of another well-known 
eco-warrior to step into the 
limelight when 17-ycar-old 
.Animal was lowered from a 
treetop in one of the most 
dramatic episodes so far of 
the two-week eviction near 
Manchester Airport. 

The youthful veteran of the 
A50 protest at Fairmile in 
January had been suspended 
precariously 5 Oft up in the 
trees since Friday, and since 
Monday had been attached 
by ropes to a huge lump of 
concrete inside an oil drum. 

Overseen by a safety ob- 
server from the protesters, 
baiiifls inched her down care- 
fully with the help of a 
chenypicker crane, her arm 
still tied to the drum. They 
later took three hours break- 
ing up the concrete “lock on" 
- estimated to weigh more 
than a ton - with a pneumatic 
drill before Animal was final- 
ly cut free and taken away in 
a police van. 

One campaign organiser, 
Jeff Gazzard, said: “As far as 
we know she is fine. She is a 
very determined protester." 

The drama and danger of 
the removal was summed up 
by the Under Sheriff for 
Cheshire. Randal Hibbert. 
who personally oversaw the 
action. He said: “She was 
brought down from the trees 
in a very delicate operation. 
Any small mistake by the 
bailiffs would have resulted in 
her breaking her arm." 

Animal's emergence at the 
Manchester second runway 
demonstration follows her 
presence at the A30 action at 
Fairmile, Devon, earlier this 
year, when she and Swampy 
were eventually removed 
from a tunneL On Monday, 
Swampy was evicted from 
Fairmile for the second time. 

At the time. Animal was 
asked if she would be pre- 
pared to go through a similar 
experience again- She replied: 
“Absolutely. No reservations 
at all." 

The officials expect to re- 
move six others still in trees by 
this morning but eight protest- 
ers remain in three tunnels. 

Mr Gazzard said all the re- 
maining demonstrators were 
in good spirits and predicted 
the eviction to clear the site 
for the £172ra runway could 
take another week. 

A spokeswoman for Man- 
chester Airport said Civil Avia- 
tion Authority figures quoted 
by protesters, which showed 
that the volume of air traffic 
fell last summer, were “selec- 
tive" and ignored the fact that 
volume was up 7 per cent this 
year and was projected to grow 
by 6 per cent year on year. 


staffing levels in psychiatric 
units after Malcolm Caliadine. 
who had a history of knife at- 
tacks was able to abscond from 
Highbury Hospital, Notting- 
ham, earlier this year. 

He stabbed one-year-old 
Ashlcigh Baker in the stomach 
with a three-inch knife in front 
of her mother Norma-Jean. 
The child's life was saved by the 


prompt action of a passer-by, 
Pauline Edwards, who admin- 
istered first aid until an 
ambulance arrived. Ashleigh 
underwent emergency surgery 
and has since made a full re- 
covery. Ms Edwards was yes- 
terday awarded £100 from 
public funds by the court in 
recognition of her action. 

Caliadine, who has a mental 


age of eight, later told the po- 
lice that he had attacked the 
child because he wanted to be 
moved from the hospital to 
live with his sister. 

Nottingham Crown Court was 
told that he had been in and out 
of psychiatric hospitals since the 
age of five and had several con- 
victions for indecent assault on 
children as well as a history of 


knife attacks. He was known to 
have absconded repeatedly from 
different hospitals including 
Highbury where he had lived 
since 1991, said the prosecution. 

Judge John Hopkin said it 
was worrying that Caliadine 
had been able to abscond so eas- 
ily and ordered that he be de- 
tained under the Mental Health 
Act indefinitely: “It is a cause 


for some concern that this mac 
who appears to have threatened 
people with knives, and been 
generally disruptive and violent 
was allowed in a hospital where 
there is not stricter security 
with the result that this terrible 
incident occurred," he said. 

Nottingham * Healthcare 
NH5 Trust, which has launched 
an independent inquiry, said 


that its own inquiry had con- 
cluded that events leading up to 
the incident “could not have 
been predicted". 

Bui the mental health char- 
ity SANE called for increased 
staffing levels on the front-line 
of psychiatric care to curb the 
risk of such incidents. Grainne 
McMorrow, legal and policy 
manager for SANE said: “It is 


a disgrace that be 

pear off a ward, m such' 

cumstancesand that staff cEdn't 

even know he ^ hussing for 
several hours. ' .. 
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seeks to 
speed up 





talks 


Stuck fast: Animal, with her arm in a concrete ‘lock on’, protests against the second runway at Manchester 


Photograph: News Team 


David MdGttrick 

Ireland Correspondent 

Multi-party talks resumed yes- 
terday in Northern Ireland 
overshadowed by uncertainties 
on the state of play within the 
IRA and Sinn Fein, the fear of 
a violent marching season and 
generally low expectations of 
early breakthroughs. 

The funeral of an RUC offi- 
cer, kicked to death by drunk- 
en loyalists in a mob attack 
sparked by' Protestant objections 
to RUC pobdng of parades, cast 
a further pall over proceedings. 
Mo Mowlam, the Northern Ire- 
land Secretary, warned that “a 
period of deep potential insta- 
bility'" lay ahead, with an obvi- 
ous increase already in 
“sectarian bigotry.** 

In the face of these difficul- 
ties Ms Mowlam sought to inject 
impetus into the talks process by 
indicating that she wanted the 
parties to move on to substan- 
tive discussions in weeks. 

This is seen as a hugely am- 
bitious objective, given that the 
talks will shortly reach their first 
anniversary following a year of 
snaifs-pace argument which 
has not yet even managed to 
produce an agreed agenda. 

Meeting Ms Mowlam's target 
will therefore require a sharp 
burst of acceleration. This does 
not seem likely to happen, this 
week at least, given that the Rev 
Ian Paisleys Democratic 
Unionists are* staying away horn 
the talks until the Northern Ire- 
land Forum, an adjunct of the 
talks proper, meets on Friday. 

The parties have yet to agree 
on how to deal with the contro- 
versial issue of arms decommis- 
sioning which dominated 
proceedings for much of the past 
year. The nexi few weeks wiD pro- 
vide a test of whether the talks 
are to remain stalled or whether 
movement is a possibility . 

As the parties gathered at the 
Stormont complex in east 
Belfast, a Sinn Fein delegation 
beaded by the party’s president, 
Gerry Adams, arrived at the 
gates to enact the now-familiar 
ritual in which the republicans 
are denied entry because of the 
absence of an ERA ceasefire. 

This time they arrived to 
find the gates padlocked. The 
delegation handed in letters to 
the British and Irish govern- 
ments, addressed the media, 
and left Dublin’s representative 
in the talks, Dick Spring, the for- 


eign minister, replied that if the 
IRA declared a new ceasefire 
the governments could move 
very quickly in response. He 
adde± “The reality for Sinn 
Fein is that they have the key 
in their own pocket” 

In the meantime both gov- 
ernments appear to have left the 
door ajar for Sinn Fein, even af- 
ter the weekend's 1,0001b IRA 
bombing attempt in west 
Belfast. Both London and 
Dublin have refrained from 
breaking off contacts with the re- 
publicans. even though Tony 
Blair had indicated that the 
communication link could de- 
pend on “events on the ground". 

There is still general puzzle- 





Mowlam: Warned of period 
of potential instability 

ment about what the IRA hoped 
to gain with the bomb attack. Re- 
publicans were dearly anxious 
both lo keep open their lines to 
the governments and to win a 
seat in this week's Irish general 
election, and the attempted 
bombing endangered both. 

The Cbureh of Ireland Bish- 
op of Connor, the Right Rev 
James Moore, told mourners ai 
the funeral of Constable Gre- 
gory Taylor that his (tilling was 
“savage in the extreme". 

The chairman of the North- 
ern Ireland Police Federation 
Les Rodgers, meanwhile deliv- 
ered a stinging attack on loyal- 
ist politicians. “Even the most 
eminent of the politicians in this 
community," he said, “had no 
hesitation in employing the cow- 
ardly tactic of reminding officers 
that they know where our 
homes and famili es are." He 
said they had a duty to ensure 
that inflammatory words did not 
spur on “their wilder support- 
ers" to attacks on police homes. 
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Thunderbirds are go - again 




Film chiefs 
rack their 
Brains as 
casting 
begins for 
big screen 
version of 
Sixties TV hit 



David Lister 

Arts News Editor 


Movie mission: British actress Julie Christie has been touted for the part of the 
haughty Lady Penelope, top right. Right, puppet legends Gordon, Virgil and Brains 


U is the casting dilemma of the 
year. Who can play five almost 
identical brothers? And which 
actress can portray a Sixties icon 
with beautiful features, impe- 
rious manner and an icy upper 
class accent? 

Thunderbirds, the cult televi- 
sion animation hit launched 32 
years ago, is to be filmed by 
Working Title, the British pro- 
duction company behind films 
such as Fargo and Four mddings 
A nd A Funeral. 

Peter Hewitt, director of 
the forthcoming big screen 
adaptation of the children's 
book The Borrowers, has been 
appointed as director and the 


search is now on for a cast to 
attract a young audience 
without tarnishing the child- 
hood memories of devoted 
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Thunderbirds, launched on 
nv in 1965 by the husband and 
wife team of Gerry and Sylvia 
Anderson, became an instant 
hit, launching the animatronic 
and future merchandising 
careers of the technical wizard 
Brains and his all-American 
family employers, the Tracys. 

Jeff Tracy, and his five hand- 
some sons, operated Interna- 
tional Rescue, a top secret 
organisation of the 2020s 
dedicated to rescuing those in 
need, both globally and inter- 
gal acticalfy. 

Operating from a remote 
island in the Pacific. Interna- 
tional Rescue was the brainchild 
of former astronaut Jeff, wbo 
together with his offspring and 
state of the art Thunderbird 
rescue vehicles, takes on a va- 
riety of daring missions. 

The Hueys’ London-based 
agent is the glamorous Lady 
Penelope, rarefy seen without 
Parker - her trusted chauffeur 
- who in turn is rarefy heard 
without bis cod below-stairs 
accent. 

The beaming smiles of the 
puppet characters provide the 
enduring memory for British 
fans. Peter Cook and Dudley 
Moore once parodied this to 
great effect in a sketch, playing 
Lady Penelope and Parker, 
Hearing news of a massive dis- 
aster. Moore cried “this is 
terrible'’ through gleaming, 
bronzed smile, aims and legs 
shaking marionette style. 

The series proved its popu- 
larity when the BBC ran 32 
repeated episodes a few year 
aai. There was such demand for 
Thunderbirds toys that there 
were shortages of 7tacy Island 
models. When Blue Peter 
showed its viewers how to make 
a do-it-yourself version, more 
than 100,000 fans wrote in for 
an instruction sheet. 

British fans of Thunderbirds 
will want to see the haughty 
Lady Penelope played by a 
homegrown actress. One film 
industry insider said there 
was a good chance of this, 
with Julie Christie being men- 
tioned for the role. “She has the 
right mouth,'’ said the industry 
source. 

The Oscar winner Kristin 


g 


Scott Thomas, star of 77ie Eng- 
lish Patient, is another likely con- 
tender, with Elizabeth Hurley 
a distant outsider. Perhaps 
the real 100-1 shot is TV pre- 
senter Anneka Rice, who made 
a passable Lady Peaelope for a 
television comedy sketch some 
time ago. 

American actresses will also 
covet the job. Sharon Stone, 
keen to play a comic role, is also 
likely to be considered by ihe 
reduction team along with 
llow Hollywood star Nicole 
Kidman. 

As for the Tracy brothers, a 
set of real-life brothers may be 
cast. Hollywood star Alec Bald- 
win has acting brothers in 
Daniel, William and Stephen. 
They could portray four of the 
Tracy brothers. The Bridges 
brothers. Beau and Jeff, are 
another Hollywood pair with 
international appeal 

This side of the Atlantic 
there are (be acting brothers 
McGann. Paul, a former Dr 
Who, and Joe, Mark aDd 
Stephen have already appeared 
together on screen. 

Ralph and Joseph Fiennes 
could also figure. Ralph 
Fiennes, despite his role as 
romantic hero in The English 
Patient, is not averse to a change 
of pace with a movie adaptation 
of a Sixties TV hit. 

He started shooting this week 
on the film of The Avengers, in 
which he plays John Steed 
opposite Uma Thurman’s 
Emma PeeL 

Thunderbirds wOl go into 
production in 1988 with its 
release expected the following 
year. It is one of the first movie 
projects to emerge from the 
ITC Entertainment Group 
catalogue, bought by Polygram, 
Working Title's parent compa- 
ny. 

The ITC catalogue includes 
other classic TV shows ripe for 
the big screen treatment shows 
such as the cult series The 
Prisoner. Captain Scarlett, Joe 90, 
and The Persuaders - which is 
already in development with 
Working Title for a future 
movie release. 

Thn Bevan, co-chairman of 
Working Title Films, said: “The 
Thunderbirds television series 
has been one of the UK’s great- 
est success stories, with modern 
audiences continuing to enjoy 
its characters, storylines and 
fantastical gadgets." 


Theatre loses a 
star to movies 


Dtrrid Usfer 


Stephen Dakfry,wbo is stepping 
down from his post as artistic di- 
rector of the Royal Court 
Theatre in London, has signed 
a three-year contract to be an 
independent producer and di- 
rector for Working Title Films. 
Daldry, 36, has never yet di- 
rected a movie, which makes the 
deal highly unusual. 

The agreement will give 
Working Title a “first look" 
option on Daldiy’s film ideas, 
mirroring an agreement that 
Working Title already has 
with actor/director Tim Rob- 
bins, which has already result- 
ed in the production of two 
films. Bob Roberts and Dead 
Man Walking. 

In addition, the deal will give 


Daldiy an autonomous devel- 
opment fund, with which he wOl 
be able to develop his own 
movie projects as well as nurture 
new directing and writing talent 
in the United Kingdom. 

Eric Feliner, co-chairman of 
Working Title, said: "Stephen's 
knowledge and understanding 
of the talent currently working 
in British theatre will, we hope, 
lead to new and exciting him 
projects." 

Daldiy pointed to what he 
termed ‘The last significant re- 
lationship between theatre and 
film in the UK” -winch grew 
out of the Royal Court in the 
Sixties when Tony Richardson, 
John Osborne and Karel Reisz 
set up Woodfail Film Produc- 
tions, making films such as The 
Knack and^t Taste Of Honey. 
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news 


Summer W 
schools with ^ 
treats will 
put slow 
readers on 
fast track = 


SCHOOL BUS 




Ticket to read: Like their American counterparts, British pupils will enjoy days out while brushing up on basic literacy skills at summer school Photograph: Claus Mayep'Colorific 


Judith Judd 

Education Editor 

Gove mmcnl -funded summer 
schools will next month try lo 
entice slow readers on to a 
programme which combines 
literacy teaching with treats. 


Ministers are spending 
£30CMXJQ an programmes in 29 
schools to help $70 pupils who 
are due to transfer to secondary 
school next term. Teachers, 
whose involvement will be vol- 
untary, will be paid to give up 
about" two weeks of their summer 


holidays to ensure that each 
child receives 50 hours of in- 
struction in reading and writing. 
They will offer literacy activities 
which are demanding and fun 
alongside trips, perhaps to the 
200 or a theme park, and drama. 

Pupils will be chosen in con- 


sultation with parents and pri- 
mary schools. All will have 
reached the reading standard 
expected of a nine-year-old. 
The aim will be to bring them 
up to the expected standard for 
an 11 -year-old. 

Stephen Byers, the school 


standards minister, announced 
the projects at Charles Brooke 
Girls' School in Lambeth, south 
London, one of the pilot 
schools. He said: “The first day 
at secondary school is a daunt- 
ing experience for aD pupils. No 
children should have the extra 


worry of being left behind in 
reading dolls* By supporting oar 
children and helping them im- 
prove their basic skills they can 
face the demands of secondary 
education with confidence." 

Summer schools have been 
tried in some American cities. 
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such as Chicago, with limited 
success. When the scheme is 
voluntary, take-up is limited. 
When it is compulsory, it is lit- 
tle better. However, such 
schemes have usually concen- 
trated on children with the low- 
est literacy levels rather than 
those who are a couple of years 
behind the expected standard. 

In Britain, Bi rmingham ran 
a week-long reading and writ- 
ing programme last summer for 
25 pupils in the first year of sec- 
ondary school. The children, 
who were picked by their 
schools, were taught reading 
through musk, movement and 
games. About 200 ten and 
1 1 -year-olds will take part in a 
similar programme this year as 
part of the city's University of 
the First Age, which oners 
pupils the chance to pursue a 
subject in more depth. 

Michael Barber, government 
adviser on standards, predicted 
that there would be a strong 
demand for places at the new 
summer schools. “I would 


expect that many of them will 
be turning children away. But 
it depends on the programmes 
which are developed which will 
be a mix of structured teaching 
which is demanding and fun 
with a range of other activities.’’ 

Mary Mensa Bonsi, aged 14, 
a pupil at Charles Brooke, said 
she would have had mixed feel- 
ings about joining a summer 
school. U 1 would have been a bit 
upset about giving up my sum- 
mer holiday, but 1 think it 
would be worth iL If they are go- 
ing to do activities then that 
would have made it better. 1 ’ 

Linda Mann, the school's 
head of English, who will help 
to plan the programme, thought 
the scheme would give pupils 
more confidence, but she added: 
“I don’t want to see any erosion 
of teachers' holidays. Tfeachers 
work very hard in term-time." 

Money for the scheme will be 
diverted from the Grant Main- 
tained Schools foundation which 

was set up by ttm fast government 

to promote opted out schools. 


Child violence a 
forgotten abuse 



Glenda Cooper 

Social Affairs Correspondent 

Physical violence against chil- 
dren is in danger of becoming 
the “forgotten 3buse" although 
it remains the most common 
form of harm they suffer, a 
charity warned today. 

The National Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Children 

X ts a 50 per cent increase in 
over the summer about 
children suffering from violence 
as parents and carers cope with 
the stress of the long holiday. 

Yet while it has been the most 
reported form of abuse for the 
last five years it is often “taken 
for granted” and has become 
overshadowed by concentra- 
tion on exposing sexual abuse. 

Last year physical abuse re- 
ferrals from June to August 
rose by half (an average of 246 
per month compared with 164 
per month for the rest of the 
year), the NSPCC said. Ill- 
treatment included being de- 
liberately burned with a kettle. 


struck on the face with a broom 
and thrown down the stairs. One 
caller reported that at 10pm he 
could hear a child screaming 
“please don't kill me”. 

Last year, 10,700 new victims 
of physical abuse were added to 
child-protection registers. The 
largest increase in reporting of 
violent crime since 1981 has 
been domestic violence with 
women and children as the main 
targets. As weU as a hard-hitting 
advertising campaign, the char- 
ity has launched a new public 
awareness initiative and called 
on the Government to intro- 
duce a co-ordinated approach 
to help women and rinldren suf- 
fering from domestic violence 
and local authorities to have re- 
sponsibility for introducing 
community safety and crime- 
prevention programmes. 

■ The NSPCC Child Protection 
Helpline is on 0800 800500. A 
leaflet, Stop the Violence, is avail- 
able free from BT shops and 
NSPCC, 42 Curtain Road, 
London ECZA3NH. 


DAILY POEM 


TTie Rightless Nomads 

By John Kinsella 

There 's no salvaging the fruit box, 
nails already skeletons when the wood's 
decomposition begins, nor the beer bottle ringed 
corrosively. There’s no salvaging a tableau 
that's blank, nor footprints overlain 
with ice drier than a saltbush’s skin. 

And there’s no salvaging a prayer 

breached when tides of faith falter 

and the homestead collapses, when the flightless 

nomads of the gullies rise up and conquer. 

This poem comes from the Australian poet John Kinsella s new 
book The Silo: a pastoral symphony (Arc). The collection takes 
Beethoven’s Sixth as a framework to explore “the music of an 
Australian rural landscape”, and the European impact on it 
Silo costs £7.95 from Arc Publications, Nanhobne Mill. Shaw 
Wood Road. Tbdmorden, Lancs OL14 6DA. 
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news 


US cash 

for study 
of Gulf 


victims 


Jeremy Laurence 

Health Editor 

The biggesi study of the health 
of Britain's armed forces, paid 
for with Sira from the Pentagon, 
begins this week in an attempt 
to settle the question of whether 
Gulf war syndrome exists. 

Questionnaires are being sent 
to more than 10.000 soldiers trad 
former soldiers who served in 
the Gulf, in Bosnia and who 
stayed at home. The idea is to 
discover whether there was 
something specific about serv- 
ing in the Gulf that caused sol- 
diers to fall 31 or whether those 
who served in other hostile en- 
vironments such as Bosnia suf- 
fered similar ailments. 

Last month, the Government 
declared a new spirit of openness 
in dealing with Gulf war veter- 
ans and announced new animal 
studies into the toxic effects of 
drugs given to servicemen. John 
Reid, the armed forces minister, 
spoke of the Government* s debt 
of honour to those who served 
their country and pledged that 
any illness suffered by them 
would be sympathetically and 
thoroughly investigated * 

However, the Ministry of 
Defence is resisting compensa- 
lion claims in the absence of any 
hard evidence that a separate 
and distinct illness associated 
with service in the Gulf exists. 
Instead, the ministry is hoping 
to avoid admissions of liability 
by being generous with war 
pensions, giving claimants with 
health problems that may be re- 
lated to service in the Gulf the 
benefit of the doubt. 

The Pentagon-funded study is 
being led by two specialists in un- 
explained syndromes at King's 
College Medical school, London. 
It is being paid for by the Unit- . 
ed States government because 
no comparable epidemiologi- 
cal study, designed to reveal pat- 



terns of illness, has been possi- 
ble in the US, which lacks a cen- 
tral system of medical record 
keeping. In the UK, the National 
Health Service provides the data 
required for the research. 

Over 1,200 men and women 
who served in the Gulf have re- 
ported Alnesses including can- 
cer, chronic fatigue and 
memozy loss. Although some 
are linked to combat stress 
many who are 31 did not fight. 

Professor Tony David, a neu- 
ropsydiiatristwho is leading the 
study with Professor Simon 
Wessiey, an expert in chronic fa- 
tigue syndrome, said the tough- 
est task bad been to design a 
questionnaire that servicemen 
and women would want to fill 
in. Payment was not allowed but 
the researchers will enter all re- 
turned questionnaires in a lot- 
tery with a £1,000 prize. 

Professor David said: "It is 
important that everyone who re- 
ceives it fills it in. We have to 
find out what is going on. Nei- 
ther the Pentagon nor the Min- 
istry of Defence will control 
what we publish. We have com- 
plete academic freedom - that 
is written in stone." 

The Pentagon, which has 
spent over $92m (about £62m) 
on research in the US. is keen 
to learn about the experience of 
soldiers from other countries to 
see if there are lessons to be 
learned at home. An indepen- 
dent advisory committee ap- 
pointed by President Bill 
Clinton found little evidence 
that exposure to chemical 
weapons or pollutants was the 
cause of health problems and 
concluded that the stress of 
combat was probably to blame. 

The Medical Research Coun- 
cil is also about to stan an MoD 
funded study of the incidence 
of abnormalities among chil- 
dren born to servicemen who 
served in the Gulf. 


rehearsal: Women at Christie’s in London yesterday for the first public viewing of the Princess of Wales's gowns to be sold in New \brk on 25 June Photograph: Bnan Hams 


Oasis Web sites wander what’s the story 



Liam Gallagher: Net reaction 


Charles Arthur 

Science Editor 

The message from Oasis's man- 
agement to hundreds of the 
band’s fans on the Internet 
could have come straight from 
the lyrics of“WonderwalP: “by 
now you should’ve somehow 
realised what you gotta do". 

That is, remove by yesterday 
any “unauthorised" pictures, 
iyncs, text, sound and video dips 
from their Web sites, as they 
were warned to do 30 days ago 
in a mass e-mail ing- 
. However, the fans' response 


has resembled that of Liam Gal- 
lagher facing a horde of pho- 
tographers: the cyberspatial 
equivalent of a V-siga As “Woo- 
derwalT also suggests; “today is 
gonna be the day that they’re 
gonna throw it back to you." 

Yesterday was the deadline far 
making changes to the Wfeb sites, 
according to the message sent out 
at the end of April by Oasis’s 
management company. Ignition, 
to hundreds of owners of Web 
sites hymning the praises of Oa- 
sis. For those who did not, “fail- 
ure to comply with the law will 
ultimately result in legal action." 


But the result could be em- 
barrassing for Ignition. Many of 
the sites have refused to remove 
the songs, video dips, lyrics and 
images, despite the threats. 

However, it is unclear 
whether any prosecution under 
the Copyright Act would be suc- 
cessful. Short audio or video 
clips, and photographs, and 
extracts of lyrics, are allowed 
under existing “fair use” provi- 
sions of copyright law. 

Ignition's move has suc- 
ceeded though in annoying a 
number of Oasis fans on tfie In- 
ternet. “These fans who write 


Web sites are the biggest fans 
and probably buy every CD or 
whatever that comes out," 
wrote one. “By doing this you 
risk alienating fans, rather than 
appeasing them.” 

There are more than 250 Oa- 
sis fan sites on the Internet with 
varying levels of sophistication. 
But there are no signs that 
they are eager to comply with 
the warning, which also carried 
the names of Creation Records 
and Sony Records, which issue 
the band's recordings. 

One site, run by Jack Martin 
in the United States, has writ- 


ten back to Ignition insisting 
that all the materials on his site 
are justifiable under the “fair 
use” clauses. His site shows hun- 
dreds of messages from other 
Internet users and Oasis fans 
supporting his stand. “I don’t ; 
feel that this matter is something 
that Ignition is too keen on pur- 
suing, especially after then*-, 
sponse they've gotten from 
webmasters and the media,” he 
said on Monday. Many other: 
sites show no signs - of haSJjjg 

and lyrics abound. None 
its Ignition or Oasis. . ... . .. 
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Clarke-Hague dream ticket? 





Like minds: William Hague with Lord Parkinson yesterday alter the former Cabinet minister announced he would be supporting him in the leadership election Photograph: John Voos 

Former Chancellor set to offer rival leading role in return for support 


Anthony Bevins 
and Fran Abrams 


A “dream ticket" of Kenneth 
Clarke and William Hague is 
being talked of by supporters of 
the two contenders for the 
Conservative leadership. 

Although no talks have tak- 
en place, supporters of the two 
candidates for the first-round 
ballot on 10 June told The In - 
dependent yesterday that an al- 
liance would help them both if 
the result of the first round was 
inconclusive. 

The former Chancellor of the 
Exchequer is expected to come 
top of the ballot in the six-strong 
field that is expected next Tues- 
day, but he could find il difficult 
to win without the help of the 
centre-ground Mr Hague. - 


While no candidate can de- 
liver his support for another, 
second-round candidate, en 
bloc , an endorsement could 
mobilise solid support for a 
leading contender. 

It is increasingly being recog- 
nised at Westminster that at 36. 
Mr Hague could well be too 
young to lead old-hands like Mr 
Garke. Michael Howard. Peter 
Lilley and John Redwood in a 
united shadow cabinet. 

But if he was assured of a 
leading role in a Darke team, 
possibly as deputy leader with 
responsibility for party organi- 
sation. he could prepare himself 
for an eventual succession to Mr 
Clarke, who is 57 next month. 

Senior sources in the Darke 
and Hague camps said yester- 
day that there could be no talks 


until after the results of die first 
round had been declared on 
Tuesday evening. But quick 
moves might be required in ad- 
vance of the second-round bal- 
lot one week later, on 17 June. 

There were strong rumours 
in Westminster yesterday - no 
doubt inspired by Clarke sup- 
porters - that if the parly lead- 
ership was taken by a 
right-winger there could be a 
significant number of defec- 
tions from the parliamentary 
party. 

On the right-wing, it was 
said again yesterday by a lead- 
ing Howard supporter that his 
man was running in second- 
place to Mr Cklarke. But it was 
also conceded that if he was 
beaten by Mr Lilley. then he 
would be left wi time choice but 


to move behind him as the 
leading challenger to Mr 
Garke. 

However, the right-wing is by 
no means united. One of Mr 
Redwood's leading supporters 
told the Independent that Mr 
Lilley and Mr Hague had “no 
conviction, no passion, do guts 
and no brains.*' 

He was particularly scathing 
about the “Mandelsonian hol- 
lowness" of Mr Hague, but his 
comments on Mr Lilley went 
into the regions of libel. 

If that loathing is common in 
the Redwood camp, it is possi- 
ble that Mr Garke could pick 
up support from thal surprising 
quarter in the second and third 
rounds of the contest, although 
the same, wefl-infonned source 
thought it rather more likely 


that the man who finally fought 
Mr Darke would emerge as 
eventual winner. 

Yesterday, with just a week to 
go, John Major said he would 
Dot give public support to any 
of (he six runneis, Mr Hague an- 
nounced that he had won the 
backing of the former Cabinet 
minister Lord Parkinson, while 
Mr Redwood set out his plans 
on public spending. 

Mr Major defended his de- 
cision to step down immediately 
after the general election as 
leader rather than waiting un- 
til the party had had time to 
consider its future. 

“I think the sooner we can 
prepare, the sooner we have a 
new leader and the sooner we 
can then turn all our attentions 
to the shortcomings of the new 


Government where we per- 
ceive there to be shortcom- 
ings, the better," he said. 

Mr Redwood said: “We must 
both be the parly of better 
schools and hospitals and the 
party of lower taxation. 

“We can do it if we recom- 
mend sensible changes in the 
priorities in the budget" 

He called for spending cuts 
of £3bn to pay for extra money 
for schools, the National Health 
Service and help for small busi- 
nesses. 

Savings could be made by 
scrapping plans to ban hand- 
guns, thus cutting compensation 
costs, by abolishing Urban De- 
velopment Corporations, but 
ending regional government 
offices and freezing civil service 
recruitment, he said. 
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Indii 

argues for Mr play 

M ichael Howard reached into bis rhetorical bag - . • 
rummaged around in the pocket marked “out- 
rage mid and drew out a fistful of epithets and ; , 
adjectives denoting shock, sadness, affront and insulted - : 

innocence. ... 

The lot opposite were desecrating a delicate system of 
checks and balances that has grown up over centimes”, -- 
trampling over the “virtues of compromise and fair play", 
systematically “stifling discussion", “displaying contempt 
for decency and convention”, “running contrary to the 
genius of the country", and planning a “tectonic change in . 
Bow this nation is governed”. Their behaviour was re minis-., 
cent of that of Robespierre, and “in the annals of this 
House there can be few who have fallen so far shorr’ of • . 
their responsibilities as had the Leader of the House, Anne 
Tavior. In the public gallery there were shudders. But sev- 
eral schoolboys smiled wickedly, “indecent and unconven- 
tional! Sounds like rav fcinda government!" 

To ragged Tory cheers, a tired but happy Mr Howard 
subsided back on to the bench that he shared with leader- 
ship rival William Hague. Hague, dressed in identical suit, 
pinkish shirt and red and blue-spotted tie sportingly saluted 
Howard’s speech. “Hear, hear!" he said very, very quietly, 
Perhaps his mind, like ours, had ranged back over the 
years. He may have recalled hew much Margaret Thatcher 
had loved compro mis e and courted convention, or how the 
“checks and balances” of local government and voluntary 
associations (like trades unions) had been attended to. So 
he may have concluded that listening to Mr Howard com- 
plain about his treatment was like hearing cries of “rape!” 
and “murder!” coming from death row at Alcatraz on hair- 
dipping day. 

The former Home Secretary’s target was, of course, the 
ty rannical new Labour government which — unsated by its 
tampering with the milli on-year-old tradition of two 15- 
minute Prime Minis ter's Questions - was now imposing a 
guillotine on the discussion of the Bill to hold referenaums 
in Scotland and Wales. But there was something not quite 
right about his indignation. First, only 40 or so lories had 
turned up to witness the figbtback against Stalinist tyranny. 
Second, when asked by Labours John Home Robertson 
how many of his Folkestone constituents had written to 
him about Scottish devolution, Mr Howard replied (after 
careful thought and a passing, awful vision of Anne Widde-' 
combe) that be had mentioned the issue in his election 
campaign. In other words, none. 

Tam Dalyell rose from his green cushion, and the House 
immediately fell silenL Whs he about to put the boot into 
his own party; to warn Cassandra-style against hubris? 

Nope. Mad Thm had no sympathy with the Opposition, 
who had allowed the order paper to be “cheapened by the 
fluff of frivolous amendments". 

I looked, and Tam was right. There were more than 200 
amendments; amendments such as that put down by 
Euro-obsessive Bill Cash, wishing to insert in the Bill refer- 
ences to the Succession to the Crown Act 1707, the 
Princess Sophia’s Precedence Act of 1711, the Whies Act of 
1535 and several more. Tabled by anyone other than Cash - 
this was an obvious filibuster. Tabled by Cash you couldn’t 
be sure that it wasn’t just sad. But then Tam raised his own 
question. On the government frontbench those with long 
memories recalled bow - nearly two decades before - 
Tam’s Lothian question had scuppered the last, glorious 
Labour government. But that was then and this is now; 

Tam instead asked the Gary McAllister question. And that 
is - as everyone knows - a much easier question to answer. 


Harman heads team to 
put women’s issues first 


Ban Abrams 

Ralitical Correspondent 


A new Cabinet sub-commit- 
tee will put women's issues “at 
the heart of government", 
Britain’s first Minister for 
Women announced yesterday. 

Harriet Hannan, who holds 
the post alongside her role as 
Secretary of State for Soria] Se- 
curity, will chair the committee. 
Its members will include at 
least six other female ministers. 

Ms Harman has also set up 
a Women's Unit, based in the 
Cabinet Office, which will pro- 
mote women’s issues across 
Whitehall. The unit will be 
headed by Pauline Barrett, who 
formerly worked with the In- 
ternational Labour Organisa- 
tion in Geneva. Anna Coote, 
deputy director of the Institute 
for Public Policy Research, has 
been appointed as part-time 
specialist adviser on women. 

Last night women's groups 
welcomed the announcement, 
but pointed out that the last gov- 
ernment had both a Cabinet 
sub-committee on women and 
an equality unit. The success of 



Hannan: Will chair sub-committee on women's issues 


the new government would de- 
pend on the depth of its com- 
mitment. they said. 

Among the ministers who wflj 
sit on the Cabinet committee 
will be Gare Short. Secretary of 
State for international Devel- 
opment, Mo Mowlam, Secre- 
tary of State for Northern 
Ireland. Glenda Jackson, trans- 
port minister, Angela Eagle, en- 
vironment minister, Helen 
Liddell, economic secretary to 
the Treasury, and Tessa Jewel!, 
minister for public health. 


Both the committee and the 
unit will try to ensure that gov- 
ernment departments work to- 
gether to address issues 
affecting women. Among those 
issues will be child care, family- 
friendly employment and do- 
mestic violence. The 
Government is determined to 
continue to attract support 
from women, who voted 
Labour in equal numbers to 
men for die first time at the gen- 
eral election. 

Ms Harman has said that she 


will examine all economic and 
social papers going to Cabinet 
sub-committees to monitor 
their impact on women, and 
lead moves to set up a nation- 
al chfld care strategy. 

“Women have made great 
strides in recent years, but then: 
is still much to do. I will ensure 
that for the first time women’s 
issues are put firmly at the 
heart of government,'’ she said- 

Anna Coote said that under 
the Conservatives there had 
been confusion about what 
women's roles should be. “The? 
didn't really know whether they 
wanted women to go back to the 
kitchen or whether women 
should go out to work. They 
didn't understand the need to 
improve the lives of poor 
women." she said. 

A spokeswoman for the Faw- 
cett Society, which campaigns 
on women’s issues, welcomed 
the announcement. But said the 
only new measure taken by the 
Government was the promise to 
monitor economic and soda! 
papers going to Cabinet sub- 
committees. Any new measures 
needed resources. 


Britain strikes deal to reduce 
veto on joint EU foreign polity 


Sarah Heim 
Katherine Butler 

Brussels. 


The Government has struck its 
first significant deal with its 
European partners since com- 
ing to power by accepting a re- 
duction of the British veto over 
joint foreign-policy decisions. 

Announced by foreign min- 
isters in Luxembourg yesterday, 
the deal will help smooth the 
way for completion of the 
Amsterdam Treaty, due to be 
signed by heads of government 
in two weeks. 

The move is the latest indi- 
cation that the new Government 
will accept greater power-shar- 
ing between EU member states 
than its predecessor. Under the 
deal significant decisions on 
foreign policy will be derided by 
a qualified majority of slates. 


The draft treaty text pre- 
sented by the EU Dutch pres- 
idency, and now agreed by all 
15 EU countries, stares that the 
EU will deride only broad for- 
eign policy strategy bv una- 
nimity. The nuts and bolts of 
bow these strategics are im- 
plemented on the ground will 
then be derided by qualified ma- 
jority. 

If Britain does not want to 
participate in the implementa- 
tion of a policy: if. for example, 
if it does not want to send aid 
to a country or impose sanc- 
tions, it could refuse. 

However, the objecting state 
would not be able to stop the 
others from going ahead. A sin- 
gle government would only be 
able to veto plans “for impor- 
tant and stated reasons of na- 
tional policy*'. 

Although the foreign policy 


section of the Amsterdam 
Treaty is now almost finalised, 
the debate over whether the EU 
should appoint a senior figure 
to represent it on the foreign 
policy stage has still not been re- 
solved. Britain and France are 
keen to appoint a weighty po- 
litical figure to the job. while the 
other member states warn a 
senior EU functionary. 

Britain still has significant 
differences with its European 
partners over common EU de- 
fense. The Government is ob- 
jecting to moves by France and 
Germany to incorporate the 
Western European Union, the 
body which co-ordinates Euro- 
pean defence, inside the EU. 

Meanwhile. Tony Blair’s 
commitment to die European 
borial Chapter will be pul to its 
first serious test today, whea 
Brussels moves in bring in rules 


which could lead to sanctions on 
British employers who fail to 
consult and inform their staff 
about management decisions. 

The Prime Minister warned 
in Noordwijk 10 days ago that 
although Britain would sign up 
to the Social Chapter, he would 
not tolerate a flood of burden- 
some new legislation which 
might harm British competi- 
tiveness. 

The Government will be 
faced with the unpalatable 
prospect of two further mea- 
sures under the Social Chapter 
within days. On Friday the 
Commission wifl announce it is 
to draft legislation to extend the 
part-time workers’ rights, while 
next week in Luxembourg EU 
ministers are tipped to Teach 
agreement on making il easier 
for workers to challenge boss- 
es over sex discrimination. 
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Blair rewards 
party workers 
with top jobs 


Christian Wofanar 

Westminster Correspondent 

Many of the key workers who 
helped Labour to victory have 
been rewarded with jobs in 
ministerial offices with most 
sought-after posts going to out- 
siders. 

Nearly all the special advis- 
ers worked previously for the 
Labour Party or shadow minis- 
ters, according to an analysis by 
The Independent. Several have 
no previous expertise of the sub- 
ject area of their department be- 
cause they have followed then- 
previous employer into a dif- 
ferent department from the 
one which they shadowed. 

The revelation comes as the 
row over the alleged politicisa- 
tion of the Civil Service was 
seized on by John Major, leader 
of the Opposition, who told Ra- 
dio 4's The World at One pro- 
gramme: “Mr Blair has been 
veiy enthusiastic in the scale of 
his appointments from the 
Labour Party into the Govern- 
ment machine. He's appointed 
far more people in under a 


month than we had over an 18- 
year period. I think it is a mis- 
take. I think many people will 
be concerned that this is lead- 
ing towards politicisation of 
the Civil Service." 

However, the increase is rel- 
atively small. There are 35 ap- 
pointments so far in the 
departments and about half a 
dozen further appointments 
are expected compared with 30 
under the Tories. The biggest in- 
crease is in Downing Street 
where the number of political 
advisers bas gone up horn eight 
to 18 because Tony Blair has a 
much bigger policy unit than his 
predecessor. 

Of the 35 departmental ad- 
visers, only three did not have 
some direct connection with the 
relevant minister or with the 
Labour Party during the run-up 
to the election. While some, 
such as Gordon Brown's and 
Margaret Beckett’s teams, who 
are mostly economists, have 
considerable relevant knowl- 
edge, others - such as Kate 
Davies at transport Joe McCrae 
at health and Andrew Lappin 


at the Chancellor of the Duchy 
of Lancaster - all followed 
Lheir minister even though they 
were shadowing a different 
department. 

Most are relatively junior in 
their twenties or thirties, but a few 
more senior experts have been 
brought in such as Norman 
Warner, a former director of 
Kent social services, Michael 
Barber, a former professor of ed- 
ucation at the London Institute 
of Education, and Murray Elder, 
a long-time Labour Party em- 
ployee with considerable exper- 
tise' on the constitution. 

Equally, in the polio/ unit, four 
out of the ten appointments pre- 
viously worked for Mr Blair, ei- 
ther when he was leader or when 
he shadowed home affairs or em- 
ployment There is little concern 
among senior civil servants about 
the increase in numbers of spe- 
cial advisers because they do 
not see it as reflecting any major 
change in policy. One source said: 
“We were very relieved that they 
decided not to institute a cabinet 
type system but have stuck with 
the existing one." 


Compensation claimed 
for late aircraft order 


yesterday. The MoD is invok- 
ing a clause in the contract to 
seek compensation for the cost 
of the late delivery. 

Aviation experts shrugged off 
the delay in the development of 
the C-13QJ as “one of those 
things", but late delivery of 
defence equipment bas been a 

continuing source of concern for 

~~Tbe C-130J J jets, replacing the the Public Accounts Committee, 
United Kingdom’s ageing fleet which is expected to investigate, 
- ’ — when it is set up. 

John Spellar, the defence 
minister, told MPs in a written 
Commons answer: The pro- 
gramme has hot yet met its im- 
plementation milestones as a 
result of development prob- 
lems and difficulties in meeting 


Cofin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

The Ministry of Defence is 
seeking compensation horn the 
US m Seers of heavy transport 
aircraft after the disclosure that 
delivery of 25 of the C-130J air- 
craft costing £1.8bn has been 
delayed by a year. 


UUUCU ruilguuiu 3 

of Hercules transport aircraft, 
were ordered in 1994 and rolled 
off tiie tannaca year lateral the 
US plant of Lockheed, the 
American makers. But the air- 
craft stall at low speeds, and 
there have been problems with 
the avionics, MoD sources said 


the flight test and certification 
objectives. These have caused 
a delay of about one year to ini- 
tial aircraft deliveries." 

The order was placed with the 

US company in the face of 
fierce competition from British 
Aerospace which wanted in- 
vestment in a new generation of 
heavy-lift aircraft in a European 
consortium, codenamed the 
FLA. The Major administration 
announced a compromise, in 
which it would buy the planes, 
but woald also support the de- 
velopment of the FLA on the 
drawing board. The Govern 1 
ment is soon to face a tough 
choice over whether to ahead 
with developing the FLA. 
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Edged out: The 17th-century ‘Maiden’ guillotine, 
National Museum of Scotland, in Edinburgh 


Scotland's last, which is now housed in the 

Photograph: Colin McPherson 


Donald Dewar, the Secretary of State for Scot- 
land, yesterday warned Tory peers against re- 
peating Conservative attempts in the Commons 
to block the passage of the referendum Bill for 
Scottish and Welsh devolution. 

Michael Howard, the former home secretary, 
accused the Government of acting in an “arro- 
gant and dismissive wav", but Mr Dewar denied 
trying to bulldoze the Bill through the Com- 
mons and attacked the Tbries for “an organised 
attempt to obstruct" the legislation. 

The Government’s use of the guillotine led 
to a second day of angry protests by Tbry MPs, 
but John Major hinted that he was using the 
row to regroup his shattered forces in Parlia- 
ment, and rebuild Lhe Opposition. As two of 
the contenders for the Tory leadership, Mr 
Howard and William Hague, led the attack in 
the Commons, the former Prime Minister said 
on BBC Radio 4"s World at One that a Shadow 
Cabinet team had been set up to focus the Tory 
opposition to the referendum. 

The group, including Mr Howard, Mr 
Hague, Michael Heseltine. Annabel Goldie, the 
chairman of the Scottish Tory Party, and Lord 
Cranbome, the Shadow Leader of the Lords, 
was behind many of lhe 250 Tory amendments 
which led the Government impose the guillo- 
tine before the committee stage had started. 

Tory sources said the group had concentrated 
on tactics for attacking the devolution plans, 
and was not involved in policy, which would re- 
main unchanged against the Scottish parlia- 
ment and Welsh assembly. 

Mr Major made it clear the Tories would 
keep up their opposition. “On no occasion have 
the Labour Party actually begun to address the 
serious problems which emerge from their own 
legislation. They are now going to have to an- 
swer them," he said. 

Some of the Tory moves were attacked as 
“frivolous" by Liberal Democrat Scottish 
spokesman, Jim \\kllace. who backed the Gov- 
ernment's use of the guillotine. He cited the 
amendments to hold the Scottish referendum 
on St Andrew's Day, or that both referendums 
should be held on Sundays. 

The guillotine and Labour’s overwhelming 
majority in the Commons swept aside Tory at- 
tempts to include a wrecking threshold in the 
Scottish referendum, but the battle will resume 
today before the Bill goes to the Lords. 

Mr Dewar promised a White Paper with a 
Commons vote before the summer recess, fol- 
lowed by the referendums. The main devolu- 
tion Bill will be pushed through Parliament if 
the referendums approve the proposals. 
Leading article, page 21 
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Irish election harvests its own sleaze crop 




Alan Murdoch 




Lowry: Could hold balance 
of power for Fine Gael 


All over the prime grasslands of 
Tipperary North, farmers were 
this week sweating in scorching 
heat, taming lush fields into five- 
foot high rolls of hay for silage. 
But for the voters in Ireland's 
sleaze” constituency it is the 
rich harvest one man has already 
rcaped that is the hunting issue, 
i Michael Lowry has been em- 
broued in controversy since he 
was forced to resign as transport 
hhnister and leave the fine 
Gael (FG) party last November 
amid a financial scandal. To the 
consternation of government 


and public, Mr Lowry may now 
not only retain his seal but 
romp home at the top of the pofl 
in the three-seat constituency. 

On the road from the market 
town of Roscrea, Mr Lowry’s 
stronghold of Thirties, the con- 
fident face of the sports star 
turned businessman-politician 
looks out from billboards in the 
blue and gold colours of Tip- 
perary's Gaelic sports teams. 

This is not acddentaL Mr 
Lowry, 43, a former hurler at 
club level, played a decisive part 
in raising funds to clear £1 Jm 
debts left by rebuilding Thurles’ 
Semple Stadium, the county’s 


Gaelic Athletic Association 
ground, home to Tipperary’s 
crack hurling team. 

His slogan, “Secure Tipp’s 
Future", reminds voters of pub- 
lic investment In the area se- 
cured while Mr Lowry was a TD 
(MP), then minister. Bnt since 
news that he was paid for busi- 
ness services with a large bouse 
extension worth up to £395,000 
with furnishings from the stores 
magnate Ben Dunne, his former 
party leader the Taoiseach John 
Bruton has been distancing 

hims elf from him. 

It also emerged that Mr Lowiy 
took advantage of an income tax 


amnesty which his party h»H 
opposed Plus, there was the em- 
barrassment of tabloid revela- 
tkrasofahoiid^hetoQfcin%>am 
with a female companion. 

Then a tribunal niws tigatmo 
Mr Dunne's payments to politi- 
cians heard evidence of a sum of 
£105,000 mark; to Mr Lowry for 


eodmiqg support for Mr Lowiy: 


say ‘Well, (politicians] are all at 
ft and he was just the one that 
got caught’ It is a fact that he 
has done a lot for the area." 

Among professkmal mjrfHfr 


pjace at the right rime,” she de- 
dares. To target rural votes she 
has revived the tradition of de- 
livering speeches at village 
drarch gates after Sunday mass. 

Her confidence is dear when 
she takes the battle into the heart 
of Mr Lowry’s home base. She 


anna foil candidates, the ex- 
ministers Michael ©’Kennedy 
and Michael Smifii, win proba- 


‘‘.j ■■ 


Id card in die ballot 


gets a sympathetic hearing from 


was imaginatively routed through 
the Isle of Man. Mr Lowiy, in a 
“full” account to the Dail of his 
dealings with Mr Dunne, had 
feuled to mention this. Kjbasc&- 
owned him as a candidate and he 
is standing asan independent 


IRA volunteer 
‘had contact 


about the tax issue. 
That doud over Mr Lowry is 
likely to boost the chances of 

Labour’s Kathleen O’Meara be- 
ocming file first woman TD here 
in over 40 years. “I believe I am 
the right woman in the right 


Bark “I think women have to be 
present when important deci- 
sions are being made," she says. 

Ms O'Meara’s strong show- 
ing and and-FG transfers when 
second preferences from Mr 
Lowry’s surplus are redistributed 
means that one of the two FT- 


— — xues 

tpmcwir^mecoumxypOT far^ 

the possibility of Mr Lowiy 
holdmg.the balance otpowee 
Thurles may back: man 
through thick and thin, but vot- 
ers nationally axe not so fondv- 
ing. A weekend poll for the 
Dublin Sunday Independent 
found 59 per cent against the 
rto 
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with Mayhew 


An IRA volunteer accused of 
plotting to bomb electricity 
supply stations and black out 
parts of London had contact 
with the former Northern Ire- 
land Secretary, Sir Patrick May- 
hew, he told the Old Bailey 
yesterday. 

Gerard Hanratty said he also 
met the new Secretary, Mo 
Mowlam, during the early peace 
process. He told the court be 
was serving a sentence for IRA 
activities at the time and had a 
brief discussion with Ms 
Mowlam. 

He had approved of the 
ceasefire, but as time went on 
became frustrated by the “in- 
activity” of John Major's gov- 
ernment, he told the court 
Mr Hanratty said he had re- 
mained a member of the IRA 
after his release and during 
the peace process. When the 
ceasefire ended with the Canarv 
Wharf bombing, he felt “sad 
and shocked," be told the juiy. 

He said he was called to a 
meeting by the IRA three 
months after the ceasefire end- 
ed and agreed to go on a mis- 
sion for them in England. He 
was shown maps and docu- 
mentation about power sources, 
and told the court of a “dry run” 
to a electricity sub-station in Ire- 




ij*.- 
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land: “The purpose was a dry 
run for what we were going to 
do in England.” 

They put empty wooden box- 
es cm a number of locations out- 
side the station and then 
disconnected them, he said. 

The prosecution alleges Mr 
Hanratty was part of an ERA ac- 
tive service unit which plotted 
to blitz electricity sub-stations. 
But the conspiracy was foiled by 
a police and security services op- 
eration, prosecutor Nigel 


Sweeney has told the jury. 

of an IRA 


Seven members 
active service unit were in Lon- 
don within months of the cease- 
fire ending, he claimed. An 
eighth was to provide support 
and find premises in the Birm- 
ingham area. The initial targets 
were six electrical sub-stations: 
Axnersham Main, Elstree. 
Waltham Cross, Canterbury 
north, west Weybridge and 
Rayleigh, the court has heard. 

Mr Hanratty, 38, Martin 
Murphy, 36, Donald Gannon, 
34, Patrick Martin, 35, Robert 
Morrow, 37, Francis Rafferty, 
45, John Crawley, 39, and Clive 
Bramptoa, 36, deny conspiring 
between 1 January and 16 July 
last year to cause explosions 
likely to endanger life or cause 
serious injury to property 
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Hi«h Winsor 

Toronto 

Canadians awoke yesterday to 
a new Parliament, fractured 
along the regional fault lines of 
,he c °untry. The Liberal gov- 
®J^ n } e . nl of Prime Minister Jean 
Chretien won a bare majority 
based on its strength in Ontario 
and Quebec, but it was almost 
shut out of Western Canada and 
took a severe drubbing in At- 
lantic Canada where resent- 
ment over widescale cuts to 
unemployment insurance and 
social programmes have resus- 
citated the labour-affiliated 
New Democratic Party. 

The separatist Bloc Quebe- 
cois held on io a majority of the 
75 seats reserved for Quebec in 
the 301-seat national parlia- 
ment but lost its position as of- 
ficial opposition to the Reform 
Party, led by an uncompromis- 
ing Preston Manning, whose 
hard line against any conces- 
sions toward Quebec’s French- 
speaking majority boosted his 
support in Western Canada. 

Mr Chretien paid a stiff price 
for his party's political oppor- 
tunism. having called an elec- 



tbe Refonn Party with 60 seats Jean CharcsL the young and 
gains new clout in Parliament, charismatic leader of the Con- 
thc results amount to a disap- servative Party was the unre- 
pointment for Mr Manning warded hero.' He inherited a 
personally and for the political 
Ideas he has promoted. 

Refonn had poured immense 
resources into the election bat- 
tle in Ontario, the largest ami 
richest province, which accounts 
for one third of the total seals 


in parliament But the party lost 


Quebec after the Liberal victory yesterday 


Celebration: Jean Chretien and his wife Aline greet supporters in 

promised more when calling the 
vote and had sought an over- 
whelming mandate to give him 


Seats (percent of vote): 

Liberal Party. 155 (38) 

Reform Party: 60 (19) 

Bloc Quebecots: 44 (ii) 

New Democratic Party 21 ( 11 ) 
Progressive Conservatives: 20 
(19) 

Others: 1 (2) 

Turnout 66.7 percent 


lion a year and a half before it 
was required. Although his po- 
sition is secure in the short run, 
his lustre has been tarnished and 
there may be pressure for him 
to step aside before Quebec 
holds another referendum on 
sovereignty. In the meantime, 
with a majority of only four seats 
and five official parlies in the 
House of Commons, the gov- 
ernment will have to be partic- 
ularly nimble in negotiating 
support among the opposition 
parties for major measures. 

Mr Chretien receives some 


credit for winning two majori- 
ties in a row, the first lime the 
Liberal Party has been able to 
do that since the Second World 
\fer. But the prime minister had 


«uhiuiu b — r - 

new bargaining power with the 
Quebec separatists and the po- 


litical stature to implement 
some new. as-yct-undefincd 
resolution, with’the support of 
other pans of the countiy. 

Mr Manning’s position as 


the one Ontario seal it had. and 
■ it ajfco foiled to make a break- 
through in rural areas. 

An extensive television ad- 
vertising campaign in which 

the Refonn Party attacked the 
predominance of Quebec-based 
politicians in the national uni- 
tvissue and questioned whether 
a prime minister from Quebec 
was capable of negotiating with 
the Quebec separatists ap- 
peared to have backfired. 
*1116 result was a more con- 
centrated support in Western 
Canada. It probably also means 
checkmate for Reform's ambi- 

^deroftheoffldaioppo^o 

ral spending, and lax cuts. 


photograph: AP 


dispirited shell of & party that 
had been reduced to two scats 
in the 1993 election, mainly as 
a reaction to nine years of gov- 
ernment led by former prime 
minister Brian Mulronej. 

Mr Charest has been re- 
building the party and electrified 
the campaign with his 
performances in televised lead- 
ers' debates. In Quebec, he 
shook many of the “soft na- 
tionalists’ out of the separatist 

camp and was the big factor in 
Bloc Qucbecois decline in seats. 

But he added only three scats 
because the way the votes split 
among the major parties running 
in Quebec benefited the Liber- 
als. Similarly in Ontario, the re- 
vitalised Conservatives split the 
right-of-centre vote with the 
Reform Party, and the Liberals 
won 99 of the 111? seats. 

As a result of all of the frac- 
tures and vole splits, the Con- 
servatives came in second only 
to the Liberals in popular vote, 
but fifth party in the House of 
Commons. 
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Prairie populist 
becomes leader 


of the opposition 


Tim Cornwell 

Los Angeles 
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prest on Manning becomes the 
leader of Canada s official op- 
position today, with his Refonn 
Partv taking an extra six seats 
to push ahead of the weakened 
Bloc Quebecots. 

In small ways - becoming tost 
in the queue to ask parliamen- 
tarv questions, for example - it. 
will elevate the status of a man 
who has become the voice of 
Western discontent. Mr Man- 
ning signally' failed in his elec- 
tion master strategy to push his 
support cast into Ontario, and 
so undercut the Liberal's ma- 
jority. While he established that 
Reform was more than a one- 
til wonder, after it emerged 
rom almost nowhere four years 
ngo, its support is now almost 
1 delusively regional. . 

• Mr Manning became a Me 
< obv in the closing weeks of the 
ilection when he accused the 
jther parties of pandering to 


Preston Manning: Bite noire 



Quebec by accepting it as a “dis- 
tinct society” within Canada. 
But the tactic shored up his sup- 
port in his Western powerbase 
in British Columbia and Alber- 
ta, where the party's grip on 

seals had shown signs of dipping. 

He had railed for a series of 
debates on Canadian unity sim- 
ilar to the seven debates on the 
future of slavery between US 
President Abraham Lincoln 
and Illinois Senator Stephen 
Douglas- They came threeyeais - 
before the American Civil War. 

If Quebec left Canada, be 
said, other provinces should 
hold their own referendums 
on independence. Prime Min- 
ister Jean Chretien accused 
him of appealing to the “dark 
side”, pushing the buttons that 
divide. The Democratic Party 
leader, Alexa McDonough, said 
where Mr Manning's policies 
“•would lead us in this countiy 
is straight into a civil war”. 

Mr Manning, 54, is usually 
cast as the “prairie populist . 
raised on an Edmonton dauy 
farm and steeped in fundamen- 
talist Christian valuer Sceptics 

sav most of his childhood was 
spent in the bad: of his father s 
limousine. He was two when his 
father, Ernest, began Xyean as 
the Premier of Alberta. The sou 
was undoubtedly raised as a 
political animal. Bui while Oil fa- 
lser ran the local government 
and was never in opposition, the 
son ran for office taOn™"-* 

has never been ui power^Elect 

ed as Reform leader in WS7. he 
revamped his image for this 
election from “geek to sleek . 
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Senior US 

officer retires 
over adultery 
allegations 




Tim Cornwell 

Los Angeles 


Seventeen suspects have been 
indicted for armed robbery in 
connection with America's 
biggest known theft of computer 
chips, a haul more valuable 
than guns, heroin or gold. Cal- 
ifornia prosecutors linked the 
suspects to Asian organised 
crime gangs, who have been 
blamed for masterminding a 
spate of US raids. 

The 17 were charged with 
robbing Centon Electronics in 
Irvine. California, east of Los 
Angeles, known as one of the 
safest cities in .America. They es- 
caped with a haul of computer 
chips and motherboards that 
was original Jy valued at $5 mil- 
lion, but later upgraded to dou- 
ble that sum. It was believed to 
hold the record as the biggest 
such robbery in the US, a 
spokesman for Nora Manetla, 
the US Attorney for the central 
district of California, said. 

Two of the suspects were 
ethnic Chinese, one Cambodi- 
an. and fourteen of Vietnamese 
origin. "AIL are linked to Asian 
street gangs, or larger organised 
crime enterprises," the 
spokesman said. But there was 
no indication that the robbery 
had been ordered by crime 
syndicates outside the country, 
as has been suggested in other 
cases. 

About a dozen young men 
took part in the late evening raid 
in May 1995, witnesses said, ar- 
riving' at the door of Centon 
Electronics smartly dressed in 
sport coats and ties, in a rental 
truck and two cars. They forced 
their way inside at gun point, 
and forced employees to lie face 
down on the ground. No-one 
was hurt. 

They carried off boxes of 
computer chips varying from 
one to 30 megabytes. With the 


worth more than gold by weight. 
Since the raid, 53 others, as well 
as these 17, have been arrest- 
ed on suspicion of having some 
kind of connection with the raid 
Most of the chip robberies 
have taken place in Silicon Val- 
ley. to the north, where being 
held up at gunpoint became a 
hazard of life for some 
executives. A joint task force 
from Washington, Oregon and 
California, the three West Coast 
states, was set up to break the 
silicon trade. 

Stolen electronic compo- 
nents enter what is called a 
“grey market". Manufacturers 
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chasing chips in short supply 
turn to independent miadle 



chips valued at the time at up 
to $1.21X1 a piece, they were 


turn to independent middle 
men with few questions asked. 
Companies in both Britain and 
the US have been targeted. 

When the phenomenon first 
raised its head, firms were of- 
ten reluctant to release details 
of their losses, and many were 
suspected of being inside jobs. 
But as Asian gangsters 
appeared to make die crime 
their speciality, the US com- 
puter industry, allied with the 
FBI and big insurers, went on 
the offensive. Firms pooled in- 
telligence and marked serial 
q umbers on the most valuable 
chips. 

In Silicon Valley, more than 
500 federal and local law offi- 
cers took part in a dawn raid last 
year dubbed Operation West 
Chips that rounded up more 
than 50 people, mostly Viet- 
namese immigrants. Last year 
24 suspects in the Centon raid 
were indicted in San Francisco, 
and another 20 in San Jose, the 
capital of Silicon Valley. A fur- 
ther nine suspects were indict- 
ed earlier this year m Portland. 
Oregon. 

Eleven of the 17 named in 
Monday's indictment were also 
charged in connection with a 
second robbery, in which 
$400,000 worth of chips were 
taken. 
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As a new attitude of “zero tol- 
erance” towards sexual misde- 
meanours sweeps the US 
military, the commander of a 
Maryland army training centre 
that has seen a spate of sexual 
assault cases is to retire early af- 
ter admitting to an extra-mar- 
ital affair. Major-General John 
Longhouser. a graduate of the 
elite' West Point military acad- 
emy, a much-decorated Viet- 
nam veteran and a married 
man, will retire as head of the 
Aberdeen Proving Ground with 


reduced pension privileges af- 
ter his affair was reported to a 
military hot-line. 

The disclosure about Gen 
Longhouser comes barely a 
week after the resignation from 
the US air force of Kelly Flinn. 
the first female B-52 bomber pi- 
lot. who narrowly avoided court 
martial for adultery and dis- 
obedience. Ms Fimn 's lawyer 
had claimed that the military 
was guilty of double standards 
and said he had names of senior 
officers whose adultery had 
gone unpunished. 

The retirement of the com- 
mander is the latest sign that a 
toughening of discipline relat- 
ing to sexual relations in the mil- 
itary could cause the early 


departure of some very senior 
officers. At the end of last 
week, just as 26 year old Ms 
Flinn was packing her belong- 
ings to leave the air force for 
good, three separate cases came 
to light involving senior mem- 
bers of the US armed forces. 

One concerns the top legal 
officer of the US armed forces, 
William Coleman; the second - 
a two-star Admiral, R.M. 
Mitchell, who supervises the 
navy's supply system: both are 
accused of harassing female 
subordinates. The third is that 
of Brigadier-General Stephen- 
Xenakis, head of army medical 
operations in the south-east 






A water slide at a northern California trip, Reuter reports. Six suffered life-,- east of San Rcancteco. Witnesses said 
amusement park collapsed on Monday, threatening injuries when part ol*tfie 40- .people came crashing down’ when fee 
injuring at least 31 people, many of them foot tall slide collapsed ait Yfaterwbrfd slide collapsed, turning a pool of water 
teenagers on a high school graduation USA, In Concord, about 30 miles north- red with Mood. Photograph: Reuter 


command, who is accused of an 
improper relationship with a 
civilian nurse. Both Mr Cole- 
man and Admiral Mitchell have 
denied the accusations against 
them, but have been forbidden 
to comment until the investi- 
gations are complete. Their 
feelings were summed up by Mr * 
Coleman who said: “Tin not at ' 
liberty to comment; Td love to, 
though.” 

The case of Kelly Flinn, who 
admitted having an affair with 
a married civilian, lying about 
it and disobeying an order to 
break it off, became a national 
cause celebre and brought 
cl aims that men in the forces 
tended to be punished less se- 
verely than women, if at all for 
sexual dalliances, while senior 
officers tended to be treated 
more leniently still 

The chief of staff of the air 
force, in remarks that were 
widely endorsed, denied that 
she had been severely treated, 
saying that it was undrinkable 
to have a pilot who disobeyed 
orders flying a plane capable of 
carrying nuclear weapons. 

After Ms Flinn agreed to 
accept a general discharge in 
lieu of court martial however, 
newspaper columns and radio, 
talksbows were immediately 
filled with complaints about in- 
dividuals, including high-rank- 
ing officers - unnamed - whose 
sexual escapades had gone un- 
remarked and unpunished. 

The current mood in the. 
military is such that every alle-j 
gation of sexual misconduct of I 
whatever kind is likely to be fol- 
lowed up, and the result risks 
cutting a swathe through the US 
officer corps. As one Penatagpn 
official was quoted as saying in 
relation to the retirement of 
Gen Longhouser “Where does { 
this end? It's tcirible that it’s . 
come to the point where a dis- 
tinguished soldier like. Gen 
Longhouser has his career end- 
ed by something like this... 
Does this make any sense?” 
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Americans seek head of 


public enemy number on 


Mary Dejevsky 
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An atmosphere of public venge- 
fulncss reminiscent of the lynch 
mob will surround the recon- 
vening of the court in Denver, 
Colorado, today for the sen- 
tence bearing of Timothy 
McVeigh. From relatives of his 
victims to the over-excited self- 
righteousness of the American 
media, the message is unani- 
mous: show no mercy. 

The man whose truck bomb 
killed 168 people and destroyed 
much of the Oklahoma City fed- 
eral building on 19 April, 1995, 
has become the vanquished 
public enemy number one, wor- 
thy of nothing except the elec- 
tric chair. From the moment 
that the verdict on McVeigh - 
guilty on all 11 counts, from con- 
spiracy to use a weapon of 
mass destruction to first degree 
murder - was announced on 
Monday afternoon, there was an 
immediate, and distasteful, 
show of euphoria. 

Relatives of some of the vic- 
tims. waiting outside tbe Den- 
ver courthouse, jumped for joy, 
shouting their delight. “Yes, 
yes,” shouted one man. punch- 
ing his fist in Lhe air. while the 
mother of one victim said: “I 
want the death penalty. An eye 
for an eye. You don’t take lives 
and get to keep your own.” 

The prosecution layers were 
cheered as they left the court- 


house, whereas McVeigh’s 
lawyer was booed and whistled. 

The media networks went 
into overdrive. Every news pro- 
gramme, talk show, discussion, 
replaced its scheduled topic 
with the McVeigh verdict. And 
the direction was tbe same: the 
sooner this arch-felon is exe- 
cuted, the better. 

The sheer scale of the killing 
and destruction in Oklahoma 
City help to explain the extra- 
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McVeigh: Patriot with a cause 


ordinary attention and high 
emotions that accompanied this 
trial, as do tbe live television 
coverage of the gruesome af- 
termath of the bombing and the 
emblematic picture of a state 
trooper carrying a dead child 
from the wreckage that was 
beamed around the world. 
There was much pent-up anger 


and sorrow to be released. But 
there were other factors, loo. 
For the first time in living mem- 
ory. .America had to deal with 
a successful act of mass terror- 
ism committed by one of her 
own: a white, all-American boy, 
who served his country in war. 
and professed to patriotism. 

America has had presidents 
assassinated, it had the New 
York Trade Center bombing, 
which was attributed to Middle 
Eastern terrorists, but rarefy has 
it had civilians killed, en masse 
and deliberately, by a fellow- 
countryman. 

What is more, McVeigh was 
not a random killer. He was a 
patriot, however distorted, and 
he had a cause: the destruction 
of the state. One of the argu- 
ments his counsel is expected to 
use in mitigation is that he was 
outraged by the killings of mili- 
tia members at Waco in Texas 
the previous year, and believed 
that he was avenging their 
deaths. Waco, for hmt. was ev- 
idence that the state was corrupt. 

This is a feeling of hostility 
and alienation not unknown to 
soldiers returned from an un- 
popular war and one that can 
foster revolt. It is shared by the 
dozens of unofficial militia 
groups dotted around the Unit- 
ed States. McVeigh himself was 
said during the trial to have 
planned that his act would trig- 
ger a nationwide revolt. 


However, unrealistic thil 
ambition, it characterises hi} 
crime as a conscious act oj 
rebellion, not - as would txj 
more comforting for America td 
believe - a random act by a 
deranged individual j 

There was another; rnorq 
positive reason why this triaj 
attracted the avid attention and 
aroused the emotions it did- Iq 
was the first big trial of nation-? 
a 1 interest since the trial of OJ; 
Simpson. « 

In many ways, it turned out! 
to be an honourable opposite of \- 
that trial. Already, it is being ■- 
hailed as a model of bow the 
American judicial system ought 
to work, starting from the de- : 
cision to hold it elsewhere than . 
Oklahoma City, to the care 
with which the jury weighed the 
evidence. The proceedings took 
only five weeks: there were few 
side arguments and challenges. 
There was noae of the media 
circus that aLtended the OJ 
Simpson trial. 

But. as the response to the 
verdict so clearly illustrated, the 
comparison of the two trials is 
not quite valid. The OJ Simp- 
son trial divided America along 
the particularly sensitive line of 
race. The trial of Timothy 
McVeigh, may have put Amer- 
ica back together again, but the 
simplistic cry for vengeance it 
provoked was not entirely to its 
credit. 
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Concern is rising that the issue will cut » 
a swathe through America’s military 


Britons airlifted to safety 
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Christopher Bellamy 

Defence Correspondent 


British diplomats who have 
manned the High Commission 
in Sierra Leone since a coup 
plunged the country back into 
anarchy 10 days ago were yes- 
terday evacuated by US 
Marines in the final airlift out 
Freetown, capital of the chaot- 
ic West African state. 

A spokesman aboard the as- 
sault ship USS Kearsa/ge said 
the evacuation was complete. 
About 1,200 people were air- 
lifted from the assembly point 
in the Cape Sierra hotel in 
Freetown. The Foreign Office 


said at least 160 Britons were 
among them, and they hoped ail 
the Britons were now out. 

“There will be no further 
evacuation", the Foreign Office 
warned remaining Westerners 
yesterday morning. "The British 
High Commission Staff will 
leave Freetown with this evac- 
uation. All British and Ameri- 
can nationals who think it is safe 
to do so should make their wav 
to the Cape Sierra hotel as soon 
as possible." 

The USS SuMrvnge. which was 
initially sent to watch western 
and central Africa as Laurent 
Kabila's forces pressed west- 
wards through Zaire last month. 


returned to Freetown yesterday. 
On Friday, 800 foreigners were 
airlifted to the carrier by heli- 
copter. After dropping them in 
Conakry, in neighbouring 
Guinea, the ship reappeared off 
Freetown yesterday morning 
for the final airlift. 

Acting Major Lincoln Jopp, 
-8. of the Scots Guards, was hit 
by shrapnel from a rocket pro- 
pelled grenade in the Mammy 
Yoko hotel complex on Mon- 
day. Sierra Leone rebels had 
been exchanging fire with 
Nigerian troops who are part of 
a West African pcace-kccping 
force. Major Jopp and Peter 
Penfold, the High Commis- 


sioner, were among the Britons 
taken aboard the Kearsarge by 
helicopter yesterday. 

At least 10 people were tak- 
en aboard the helicopters on 
stretchers, including one who 
was on drips. 

The Mammy Yoko was used 
as the assembly point for the 
previous evacuation. But it be- 
came untenable after the 50 
Nigerian soldiers guarding it 
came under attack from rebels. 

Before dawn yesterday the re- 
maining Westerners made the 
15-minute walk in darkness to 
the Cape Sierra, which an MoD 
spokesman described as a 
“quieter hotel”. 
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of ’97 put careers before politics 


Teresa Poole 

Peking 
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Eight years since the tanks 
rolled in and crushed the pro- 
?^ ocracy Promts on 4 June 
1989, groups of students can 
again be seen in Tiananmen 
Square - only this time they are 
P ^ 1 0 ? a wave of patriotism 
which is sweeping China in the 
run-up to the return of Hong 
famg. Under the watchful eye 
of the police, classes of students 
and schoolchildren line up to 
have their photographs taken in 
front of the electronic count- 
down dock at the side of the 
square, before going into this 
month's Hong Kong exhibition 
at the adjacent Museum of the 
Revolution: ‘‘Wash away 100 
years of humiliation, happily cel- 
ebrate the return of Hong 
Kong", reads the banner over 
the entrance. 

The surge of Chinese na- 
tionalism is almost tangible as 
30 June approaches, yet the gov- 
ernment has nevertheless left 
nothing to chance for today’s 
unmentionable anniversary." By 


yesterday morning, more than 
a dozen public security vehicles 
were parked along one side of 
Tiananmen Square and others 
in the centre, while pick-up 
trucks and a fire engine stood 
by just in case. Despite unsea- 
sonally rainy weather, security 
was much higher around the 
square than last year. This is the 
first anniversary of the brutal 
crackdown since the death of 
Deng Xiaoping in February 
and. with just 27 days 10 go be- 
fore the Hong Kong handover, 
the government wants no un- 
pleasant surprises. 

The question, as ever, is who 
is ihe Chinese government so 
scared of? Not China's best- 
known dissidents, ait of whom 
are in jail. Not the hundreds of 
ordinary people - Amnesty In- 
ternational has a list of more 
lhan 30U - who remain in prison 
for their activities in 1989; their 
relatives have learned that it is 
prudeni to keep quiet. Not the 
families of some of those killed 
in 1989, who once again this 
year have petitioned the Na- 
tional People's Congress for 



an inquiry into the shootings; 
they will be ignored once again. 
And probably not today’s stu- 
dents, for whom burgeoning ca- 
reer and overseas study 
opportunities now take priori- 
ty over any doomed attempt at 


political agitation. The younger 
generation in China are pre- 
cisely those who will benefit 
most from the country's rapid 
economic development over 
the past eight years, provided 
they keep their heads down. 


The biggest worry for the 
Chinese government in the late 
Nineties comes from two very 
different sources: Uighur Mus- 
lim separatists in Xinjiang 
province, and millions of stale- 
owned enterprise workers who 


are now surplus to require- 
ments. Bus bombs in Xinjiang 

and Peking this year have been 

blamed on the Uigburs, and the 
government is terrified of sim- 
ilar attacks in the run-up to the’ 
Hong Kong handover. China 


has little experience of dealing 
with such terrorism. 

The people most likely to 
stage any sort of public demon- 
stration nowadays are the urban 
unemployed, a phenomenon 
which did not really exist back 
in 1989. A vice prime minister, 
■Wu Bangguo, said this week that 
by the end of March there were 
more than 9 million unem- 
ployed urban workers in China, 
Mid nearly 11 million more 
who had not been paid or ooly 
partly paid. Nearly half of Chi- 
na’s state-owned enterprises 
are losing money. 

Social stability is thus the Ch- 
oose government’s priority, and 
Amnesty International's call this 
week for a reassessment of the 
1989 crackdown as something 
other than a “counter-revolu- 
tionary” protest looks overly op- 
timistic. The only isolated 
example of jail sentences being 
reviewed has been in the north- 
east province of Jflin, where a 
court last week quashed the 
conviction of four dissidents for 
organising a counter- 
revolutionary’’ clique in 1989. 


Other charges against three of the 
men were upheld. The two men 
still in jail wffl be released next 
week after serving eight years. 

Amnesty would like to see a 
far more wide-ranging re- 
assessment. “Following the 
death of Deng Xiaoping, the 
new leadership should take the 
opportunity to re-evaluate the 
events of 1989 and end the dis- 
torted and inaccurate propa- 
ganda of the last eight years. 
The victims and their families 
deserve the truth at long last, 
rather than the harassment, 
surveillance and attempts 10 si- 
lence their brave struggle for 
truth and justice," Amnesty 
said in a statement yesterday. 

In reality, Mr Deng's heirs 
need his legacy in order to 
boost the chances of their own 
political survival. President 
Jiang Zemin is positioning him- 
self carefully before this au- 
tumn's full Communist Party 
Congress, and the top leader- 
ship will have convinced them- 
selves that now is an 
inappropriate time for anyone 
to start rewriting history. 





fr'vi-r't-’ 



VI <jl 


* nnp 

•j ** 


:P** 






. v ” 


The rise and rise of Asia’s capitalist heaven 
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Pillar of shame 
highlights Peking 
crackdown 
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Hong Kong's defiant democracy 
movement prepared for a series 
of mass rallies to condemn 
Peking’s bloody 1989 Tiananmen 
crackdown, just 28 days before 
China moves in to retake control 
of the British colony, Reuters 
reports. . 

Activists were busy m Hong 
Kong island’s biggest park putting 
the final touches to the “Pillar of 
Shame”, a sculpture of twisted 
bodies symbolising oppression. 

Activists have locked horns with 
dvic authorities over the sculpture, 
by Danish artist Jans Gabchiot, ac- 
cusing local leaders of censorship 
for refusing to let them display the 
27ft statue in parks after the ral- 
lies end. 

“Our application on the setting 
up of the Pillar of Shame in our 
parks was rejected for political rea- 
sons," said Mak Hoi-wah, a rally 
organiser. 

Leung Kwok-Hung, one of the 


saicl he was expecting 40,000 peo- 
ple at a candlelit vigil in the park 
to remember those who perished. 
A handful of demonstrators 

gathered late yesterday across the 

road from the Chinese mission, 
putting up a wreath and lighting 
candles. They hung banners that 
said: "The heroes from the people 
never die. Homage to the martyrs 
of the democracy movement” amt 

"Turn the anger into power mid end 
the one-party dictatorship". 

fa 1989, a million people flood- 
ed Hong Kong's streets in horror 
over Peking’s brutality. 

On Monday, Hong Kong s fu- 
ture leader, Tung Chee-hwa, said 
it was time to forget Tiananmen. 
And he criticised the Hong Kong 
Alliance in Support of Patriotic 
Democratic Movements in China, 
the main organiser of pro-democ- 
racy protests, branded as subver- 
sive by Peking. 



Visual protest: The statue, ‘Pillar of 

in Victoria Park, Hong Kong yesterday Photograph. AP 
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Up, and a 21/ views 

megapolis. B^/ f Hong Kong, 
of the same part ^ h ni s 
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be iow.The^onew«tekenin 

^X^emment 

reminded that 

om», the Governor could 


assess the level of prosperity in 
Hong Kong by counting the 
ships in the harbour. Now, you 
cannot see the harbour from Mr 
Patten's elegant house. 
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Bundesbank chief cracks whip on gold deal 


Imre Karacs 

Bonn 


The German government yes- 
terday sued for peace in its war 
with the mighty Bundesbank, 
and struck a “compromise” 
that was little short of uncon- 
ditional surrender. 

Frankfurt could keep its 
cursed gold for now, the Fi- 
nance Minister, Theo Waigel, 
graciously conceded. The prof- 
its from 50 years of German fru- 


gality would eventually be 
grabbed by the greedy state, but 
not when it needed them most. 

Under the new deal, dictat- 
ed by Hans Tletmeyer, the 
President of the Bundesbank, 
the gold and its hypothetical 
profit will be safely locked away 
m the vaults until it is decided 
which countries have qualified 
for European monetary union. 

Mr Tletmeyer swept into 
Bonn in the morning, and 
caught the government in the 


middle of a backbench rebel- 
lion. Three weeks ago. when Mr 
W&igel had flown to Frankfurt 
by helicopter to deliver the 
edict, the Bundesbank was 
forced to eat humble pie. Now 
Mr Tietmeyer was the guest, 
and that was not the only 
change of role. 

The unelected civil servant, 
invoking the popular will, was 
facing a representative of a 
government no longer assured 
of its majority. 


Two MPs had defected to the 
Bundesbank's side at the week- 
end. By yesterday morning, 
dozens more had informed 
their whips that their votes 
could not be relied on. 

On the eve of a no-confi- 
dence motion, Mr Waigel could 
only retreat, happily accepting 
the “compromise" offered by 
the Bundesbank. 

The book value of the gold, 
worth about DM50bn (£18bn), 
would be brought in line with 


today's market prices. But while 
the revaluation would take 
place this year, two years ear- 
lier than planned, the proceeds 
would only flood into the state 
coffers next year. 

The profits of the Bundes- 
bank hoard will not be used, 
therefore, to massage the state’s 
burgeoning debts m the quali- 
fying year for Emu, and Ger- 
many win remain on course for 
busting the Maastricht criteria. 

Mr Wiigel now needs to find 


DMIObn to balance the books 
before tbe great European 
weighing-in early next year. 

With borrowing banned by 
Maastricht itself and further tax- 
es ruled out by coalition part- 
ners, the German government 
is expected to go for a clear-out 
of the family silver, starting 
with shares in state -owned com- 
panies. 

The sums may still fall short 
of requirements, but the ques- 
tion of whether Germany will be 


able to perform its limbo-danc- 
ing feat is no longer the great- 
est concern. 

Another senior Bundesbank 
figure, Edgar Meister, warned 
veste relay that Mr Waigel's oon- 
Sdemce -destroying alchemy had 
already brought the timetable 
of monetary union into ques- 
tion. Germany’s failure to keep 
the books straight has opened 
the floodgate to what German 
politicians contemptuously de- 
scribe as ‘■Larin” trickery. The 


smart money in tbe markets is 
on a soft euro; a cheap imita- 
tion of the once rock-solid 
Deutschmark. 

It remains to be seen whether 
the Bundesbank, which has 
again demonstrated its virtual 
right of veto over the project, 
can live with that There may yet 
to be a secret clause to tbe dev- 
il’s pact struck by Germany’s 
two most powerful money-men: 
one dictating the exclusion of 
Italy at all costs. 


Jospin picks clean 
team to wipe out 
legacy of scandal 


John Lichfield 

Paris 


The Socialist leader and new 
French Prime Minister, Lionel 
Jospin, is today expected to sig- 
nal a break with the financial 
scandals of both the left and tbe 
right by announcing a clean er- 
than -clean cabinet. 

Mr Jospin is determined to 
exclude anyone who is under in- 
vestigation, or even suspicion, 
for financial wrong-doing. As 
part of his drive to set a new, less 
imperial style of government, he 
will also insist his ministers 
abandon the French habit of 
accumulating regional and na- 
tional political posts. No one will 
be allowed to be both minister 
and mayor of a town or city. 

The great unknown last night 
was whether the government 
would include Communist min- 
isters. Mr Jospin and the Com- 
munist leader. Robert Hue, are 
keen that it should. Mr Hue was 
last night trying to win over 
doubtful colleagues who believe 
a formal coalition with the 


But Delors to turn 
down ministerial 
role and stay as 
adviser on EU 


Socialists would be an ideolog- 
ical. or tactical, error. 

It now seems likely that the 
former European Commission 
president. Jacques Delors, will 
turn down the chance to be min- 
ister for foreign and European 
affairs. Socialist officials say 
Mr Delors, 71. has informed Mr 
Jospin that he would prefer to 
remain a background adviser on 
relations with tbe European 
Union, so he may still return to 
the scene as an eminence grise. 
The resurfacing of Mr Delors 
will delight those who regard 
him as one of the last inpsira- 
tional figures committed to Eu- 
ropean integration. 

One of the first leading So- 
cialist figures to visit Mr Jospin 
yesterday after he moved into 
the prime ministerial mansion. 
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the Marignon palace, was Lau- 
rent Fab his, who was briefly 
prime minister in the 1980s. 

It is believed that Mr Fabius 
may be offered the job of par- 
liamentaiy president (a more 
political post than Speaker of 
the House of Commons) or 
Foreign Minister. 

Other leading Socialists 
ripped to be included in the 
cabinet are Dominique Slrauss- 
Kahn (finance) and Martine 
Aubry. Mr Delors’ daughter 
(employment). Mr Jospin will 
also appoint France's first 
Green minister, or even two 
Green ministers. The Greens, 
who made an electoral pact with 
the Socialists and won eight 
seats, have agreed to be part of 
the government but made it 
deaf yesterday that they expect 
at least “one large, technical 
minis try" and one smaller post. 

The appointments to the 
foreign and defence ministries 
will be examined with special at- 
tention. These are two areas in 
which the constitution gives 
the President direct influence 
and it is expected that Mr 
Jospin will appoint people who 
will meet the approval of 
Jacques Chirac. Mr Delors 
would have been a useful 
choice, since he qualifies these 
days as virtually a national trea- 
sure. However, it seems the for- 
mer Commission President was 



Reaching out Jospin, on the campaign trail with Socialist colleague Elisabeth Guigou, wants to banish corruption 


reluctant to upset this status by 
getting involved in what may be 
raesy negotiations on the future 
of one of his own creations, the 
European single currency. 

The defence appointment 
may give some clues as to how 
the Jospin government will deal 
with another piece of unfinished 
business - France’s declaration 


that it may rejoin the milituy 
structures ofNato. The Social- 
ists criticised this move in op- 
position. President Chirac 
himself seems to have lost some 
of his initial enthusiasm. The 
likelihood is that a decision, due 
this month, will be postponed 
Another open question is 
whether Mr Jospin, known as 


one of the cleanest men in 
French politics, will use his 
new office to pursue vigorous- 
ly the financial scandais bub- 
bling away in the centre-right 
parties. The new Prime Minis- 
ter has promised to strengthen 
the independence of the judi- 
ciary. This may speed up several 
investigations which were held 


back by the former government 
Mr Jospin has been quoted 
as saying in private, however, 
(hat he sees no point in letting 
all the skeletons fall out of the 
centre-right’s cupboard, as it 
would only serve the interests 
of the far-right National Front. 
■ Paris — The Paris prosecu- 
tor’s office opened an investi- 
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gatiou into suspected abuses in 
public worts contracts under the 
Gaullisl-led Paris regional 
council, Reuter reports. 

They said the investigation 
targeted contracts awarded by 
the He de France regional coun- 
cil headed by Michel Giraud, 
a senior member of Mr Chirac's 
Gaullist RPR party. 


Israeli left pins hopes on army man 


Patrick Cocfcbum 

Jerusalem 


Still traumatised by its defeat a 
year ago, the Israeli Labour 
party hopes that by choosing as 
its new leader Ehud Barak, the 
former chief of staff, it will have 
found the candidate who can 
replace Benjamin Netanyahu as 
Prime Minister in three years' 
time. 

Labour believes that Mr 
Barak is the man who most re- 
sembles politically and person- 
ally its former leader, Yitzhak 
Rabin, another ex-chief of staff, 
who was assassinated in 1995. 

Three years earlier. Rabin 
won Labour's first victory in 15 
years by persuading voters he 
could both deliver peace with 
the Palestinians and guarantee 
Israeli security. Mr Barak's sup- 
porters argue that he has only 
to attract a few votes from the 



Barak: Labour strategists 
sees him as another Rabin 

right to repeat Rabin’s success. 

Polls predicted that in the pri- 
mary elections yesterday 
Labour party members would 
opt for Mr Barak, caricatured 
as "Napoleon" on television 
because of his size and meteoric 
career as Israel's most decorated 


soldier. He will replace Shimon 
Peres, defeated as prime min- 
ister last year, but who refused 
to step down as party leader. 

The Labour party is still full 
of doubts. “Ehud Barak is an 
unknown quantity," says Yossi 
Beilin, architect of the Oslo ac- 
cords and his dosest rival for the 
Labour leadership. “He will 
try to beat Bibi Netanyahu by 
emulating him and trying to 
appeal to a centrist vote which 
1 don’t believe exists." 

Others suspect that Labour's 
problems may be too deep to 
solve. “With Barak leading the 
Labour party, with its whole 
mission to grab votes from the 
militarist right, the Labour par- 
ty doesn't stand a chance," says 
Professor Baruch Kimmeriing 
of Hebrew University. “The 
exercise is so transparent as to 
be an insult to the intelligence 
of the public.” 


He says the real lesson of the 
1996 election is that most Israeli 
Jews voted for parties which 
rejected the Oslo accords. 

Political predictions are pe- 
culiarly difficult because of the 
fragmentation of Jewish society. 
Electing the prime minister 
separately has strengthened the 
small parties (it was meant to 
do the opposite). The third 
largest party in the Knesset is 
now Shas, a religious party 
drawing support from Jews 
whose families came from the 
Middle East. Natan Sharansky 
was able to mobilise many of the 
600.000 Russian immigrants 
behind his new party. The di- 
vision between secular and re- 
ligious Israelis is deeper than 
ever. Dan Pappe, a political 
scientist from Haifa Universi- 
ty. says: “The main development 
is that Israel is becoming more 
Jewish and less democratic .“ 


In such a divided society, Mr 
Barak, 55. may not be the ide- 
al man to chip away at support 
for Mr Netanyahu. 

Bom in a kibbutz called 
Mishmar Hasharon, he has al- 
ways been part of the kib- 
butznik-army-Labour elite. In 
many ways he is the prototype 
of the secular Ashkenazi ( most- 
ly of East European origin ) es- 
tablishment detested by oriental 
Jews. Kibbutzniks. always more 
popular abroad than in Israel, 
may make up as many as 30 per 
cent of those voting for the 
Labour leadership, but they 
are only 1.8 per cent of the 
Israeli population. 

The strategy which sees Mr 
Barak as the Labour candi- 
date most likely to beat Mr Ne- 
tanyahu is probably correct, 
however. Mr Peres only just lost 
the election to be prime minis- 
ter after a miserable campaign. 


“I don’t think that Labour has 
lost its last chance to win,” says 
Professor Emanuel Gutman, a 
political scientist at Hebrew 
university. “Last time there 
were only a few tens of thou- 
sands of votes in it. Labour lost 
the election because of the four 
suicide bombs.” 

Many in the Labour party be- 
lieve that with any candidate less 
fumbling than Mr Peres they 
would have won last year. Mr 
Netanyahu is distrusted by 
many Israelis not on tbe left. Hi 
first year in office has seen a se- 
ries of crises and the disruption 
of negotiations with the Pales- 
tinians by building the Jewish 
settlement at Har Homa. 

The real objection to Mr 
Barak is that he would not 
know what to do with victory. 
“Nobody can disagree with his 
views because nobody knows 
what they are,” says Mr Beilin. 
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As election day 
nears, the country’s 
loathed President is 
resorting to violence 
to remain in office. 
Andrew Gumbel 
in Tirana reports 

could have been no clearer 
indication of how Albania's much- 
loathed president, SaH Berisha, intends 
to cling on to power. On Sunday, his 
most loyal newspaper, Albania, an- 
nounced that the Caf£ Freskia in the 
centre of Tirana was about to be 
blown up as an act of revenge a gains t 
its owner, Lush Perpali, who just hap- 
pens to be deputy interior minister and 
a member of Mr Berisha’s least 
favourite political party, the Socialists. 

The next day, a bomb duly explod- 
ed in an upstairs toilet of the cafe, dev- 
astating the prefabricated wooden 
structure and injuring more than 20 
people. The same evening, there was 
another explosion at Tirana's main 
bus station, just a few minutes before 
curfew, injuring another nine. 

With less than four weeks to go be- 
fore general elections that the over- 
whelming majority of Albanians hope 
will see off Mr Berisha for good, an 
unmistakable strategy of tenor is be- 
ing waged, and the President is mak- 
ing little or no effort to cover up the 
role he is playing in it 
The President’s own guardsmen 
have been caught time and again 
provoking exchanges of gunfire after 
dark, deepening the climate of fear 
gripping the country and providing an 
excuse to extend the stale of emergency 
that makes normal election cara- 

; paigning impossible. 

The guards have been used, too, for 
more sinister purposes - attempting to 
quell an anti-presidential revolt in the 
town of Cerrik two weeks ago in con- 
travention of their constitutional role, 
and then bursting into Tirana's main 
hospital and opening fire in anger 
because one of their injured men had 
died there. 

Such behaviour has cast a net of 
deep gloom over the country, with 
manv Albanians convinced that Mr 
Berisha and his Democratic Party win 
throw this month's elections just as 
surety as thev cheated their way to vfcr 
torv at the last elections a year ago. 
“Berisha’s mentality won’t permit lum 
to admit defeat and go quietly. He 
would rather destroy the country than 
relinquish power,” said one young 
Tirana lawyer. As the eccentric ecol- 
ogist poUtidan Namik Hod put it “The 

* onlv way to get him off his horse is to 
shoot him off." 

At first glance, the fatalism seems 
amply justified. Since the height of the 
popular revolt in March, when Mr 
Berisha was on the verge of fleeing the 



M-y a hinmtetainail waiter views the wreckage of the Cafe fteslda in Tirana after a bomb blast which injured 
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country, he has clawed his way back 
to a position of power with consider- 
able ingenuity but scant regard for ihe 
democratic renewal that he and the 
other political leaders are supposed to 
be working towards. 

Forced to accept an all-party gov- 
ernment led by a Socialist, Bashkim 
Fino, Mr Berisha's strategy has been 
to concentrate as much power in his 
own hands as possible, taking full ad- 
vantage of his crushing majority in par- 
liament while it was still sitting, keeping 
a tight rein on the interior ministry 
which, under the state of emergency, 

controls ihe armed forces as well as the 

police, and refusing to relinquish his 
grip on the secret police. 

— Asa-resultfMr Fino has^fafled to 
impose any real authority and behaves 
like a man permanently terrified of the 
spies and secret agents in his midst. 
“Berisha has deliberately created a par- 
allel authority. Eveiy time the gov- 
ernment tries to do something, he 
blocks it," complained Fatos Nano, 
leader of the Socialist Party and the 
man most widely tipped to replace Mr 
Berisha if the elections run even half- 
way smoothly. 



Sali Berisha: ‘Would rather destroy 
Albania than relinquish power’ 

Mr Berisha’s men have even gone 
so far as to block Mr Fino himself, 
opening fire on his convey as he trav- 
elled to the northern city of Shkoder 
a few weeks ago. When the police chief 
of Shkoder attempted to prosecute the 
men he was convinced had staged the 

ambush, he was stripped of his post and 


is now living in hiding elsewhere in 
Albania. 

Grim though these events are, Mr 
Berisha does not have as free a hand 

as many fear. Essentially, he has three 

options. The first is to support the dem- 
ocratic process, respect the election re- 
sults which. it is presumed, will heavily 
sanction him and his party, and then 
leave the scene. The events of the past 
few weeks make dear that this 
option does not interest him. 

The second option is to hijack the 
elections through mtimidation, violence 
and massive vote-rigging. This is what 
many Albanians fear he will do, re- 
membering last year's d&»Scle and not- 
ing with dread how, for example, he 
has begun to replace local police 
chiefs with his own appointments. 
One paragraph in the new election law 
envisages a complex mechanism of 
delays in the event of a candidate dy- 
ing in the last 17 days of the campaign, 
an open invitation, to some eyes, for 
Democratic Party loyalists to bump off 
a few opponents in the dosing stages. 

But this option, even it were feasi- 
ble, would be suicidal Mr Berisha can 
be sure that if the Democratic Party 


tries to claim victory in the election, 
the revolt that almost toppled him in 
March will resume. Unlike last year, 
the international com m u n ity is on its 
guard and the Albanian people are 
armed to the teeth. 

The smartest thing for Mr Berisha, 
and the option many commentators be- 
lieve he fervours, is to aim for around 
30 per cent of the vote - using intim- 
idation and force as necessary - to 
ensure that neither he nor the De- 
mocratic Psuty can be quashed by con- 
stitutional means. He might even be 
able to wangle staying on as president, 

though as an insurance policy he is also 

standing for parliament. 

In some ways this is the most sinis- 
ter prospect for Albania, because the 
country, and the new government, 
might end up every bit as hamstrung 
by Mr Berisha as it is in the present 
transitional phase. 

The opposition parties can only hope 
the country won’t allow itself to be de- 
railed in this way. “Laurent Kabila said 

recently he would not permit Zaire to 
become another Albania,” Mr Nano 
said. “Well, we don’t want Albania to 
become another Zaire.” 


Swiss banks find $3m of 
Mobutu’s fortune 

Switzerland's secretive banks have found onlv S\4m in 
toppled Zairean ruler Mobutu Sese Seko s assets, including 
shares, securities and a safe deposit box. banking 
watchdogs said. The sum, a fraction of the billions 
Kinshasa says Mr Mobutu has stashed away, was 
immediately disputed by a government critic who predicted 
a long legal wangle over the deposed dictator s 
controversial fortune. Reuters - Geneva 

Alliance takes on Taliban 

The *&liban Islamic array sent fresh troops to its front lines 
in western Afghanistan to fight a new. larger enemy 
alliance. The expanded alliance - calling iTself the National 
pdamic Fiont for the Deliverance of Afghanistan - adds 
forces loyal to Afghanistan's former prime minister 
GuJbuddin Hekmatyar and a small royalist party to the mix 
of minority ethnic groups already fighting the Taliban in 
the north. AP - Kabul 

Poison threat to Olympic venue 

Greenpeace said it had discovered more than 50 drums 
containing highly toxic dioxin waste at a site on the shores 
of Homebush Bay, adjacent to the Sydney 2000 Olympic 
Games venue. Matt Ruchel. a spokesman for the 
environmental group, said the drums contained dangerous 
levels of dioxin and many were in poor condition. The site 
is 'Mr™ from the site of the main Olympic stadium and 
dose to the Olympic ferry terminal! AP - Sydney 

Dylan leaves hospital 

Rock legend Bob Dylan has been released from an 
undisclosed hospital where he was treated for a potentially 
fetal infection. “I’m just t>lad to be feeling better. I really 
thought Td be seeing Elvis [Presle\ j soon." Dylan said 
through a Columbia Records spokesman. 

Dylan’s Los Angeles publicist. Elliot Mintz, said the 
singer was discharged at the weekend and was expected to 
recover fully in four to six weeks - in time to begin the 
North American leg of his concert lour in August. Reuters 
- Los Angeles 

Boost to Robinson 

Finland’s foimer defence minister, Elizabeth Re hit, said 
she had withdrawn her candidacy for the UN High 
Commissioner for Human Rights, leaving Ireland's 
President Mary Robinson as Lhe main candidate for the 
post Ms Robinson’s candidacy received a boost last 
Thursday when Sonia Picado, Costa Rica's ambassador to 
Washington, and a leading contender, said the UN 
secretaiy-general, Kofi Annan, had not offered her the job. 
Mr Annan is not expected to announce his derision until 
ju jy_ Reuters - New York j 

Peking defends arms to Iran 

China yesterday defended what it called transfers of small 
amounts of conventional weapons to Iran, describing them 
as appropriate and legal Reuters - Peking 

Amie banned in Russian bases 

Russia’s new defence minister has banned American “spray 
’em and slay ’em” action movies starring Arnold 
Schwarzenegger and Sylvester Stallone from Russian Army 
bases after a spate of shootings by crazed Russian so diets. 
General Igor Sergeyev banned the showing of the action . 
movies last week after a soldier went berserk in Siberia, 
trilling six. Although the Russian mdilaiy has been 
suffering from starvation, desertion and corruption and has 
not been paid for mon ths, lhe Defence Minister puts the 
blame squarely on Western media, to the worst incident 
l recently, on Monday, a member of Russia s peace-keeping 

* forces in Georgia shot 13 comrades, lOand 
> wounding three others. Christopher Bellamy 
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Doc Cheatham 


-If rj known I was going to live 
so long. I’d have taken better 
care of myself." The jazz pianist 
Eubie Blake was speaking on his 
lQUth birthday. There ts a co- 
terie of jazz musicians who 
have lived for nine decades 
and are still playing, the altoist 
Benny Carter (90 in August) 
and the tenor man Benny Wa- 
ters (95) amongst them, whtch 
this space. 

Jazz is such an all-embracing 
way of life that the greatest mu- 
sicians don't stop playing until 
they stop breathing. For men 
like Duke Ellington or Louis 
Armstrong retirement would 
have been unthinkable. We all 
knew that Doc Cheatham, who 
has died a fortnight short of his 
92nd birthday, would have 
metaphorically had his trumpet 
to his lips when the time came. 
Indeed he came happily off 
the stand at the Blues Alley club 
in Georgetown at the end of his 
last set on Saturday nighL He 
suffered a stroke on Sunday and 
died in his sleep with his wife 
by his bed- Like Carter and Wi- 
le rs. it seemed that he had 
been an old man all his life. 

Cheatham was a late starter if 
ever there was one. He played his 
part in trumpet sections through 
the great days of the big bands, 
hut he was r>0 before he flowered 
as a soloist. Such anti-precocity 
is otherwise unheard of. 

His mother was a teacher and 
his father, a barber, was de- 
scended from Cherokee and 
Choctaw Indians who had set- 
tled in Cheatham County, Ten- 
nessee. The story is that his 
family gave him fits nickname 
before he was seven and from 
then on it was the only name he 


ever answered to. But it is more 
likely that the name came lat- 
er when he played with an am- 
ateur band at die Mehany 
Medical College. 

His professional career began 
at 15 when he left the lodal 
chaper skids' band to play with 
a travelling carnival ^nri the tat- 
tooed crumpet on his arm was 
a reminder of those days. When 
he was at his most impression- 
able age he moved to Chicago. 
King Oliver was the man to copy 
and before anyone outside of 
New Orleans had even heard of 
Louis Armstrong, Cheatham 
bad already become a jazz 
trumpeter using Oliver's style. 

He played with the two most 
majestic of blues singers, Ma 
Rainey and Bessie Smith. As if 
that were not accolade enough 
he also worked for Jelly Roll 
Morton and during the Chica- 
go time Armstrong used 
Cheatham as his substitute 
when he couldn’t make a job. 

He became a member of the 
legendary Sam Wooding's 
shewband and toured Europe 
with it in 1929-31. Along with 
others in the cast, he worked 
with a mixture of comedy rou- 
tines and jazz performances 
which consolidated the group's 
enormous popularity outside 
the United States (at home 
Wooding’s bands flopped 
consistently). 

When he returned home 
Cheatham had a brief and un- 
successful marriage and joined 
McKinney’s Cotton Pickers for 
a couple of years until he was 
invited to move to the more so- 
phisticated confines of Cab 
Calloway's orchestra in 1933. 
He married a dancer from the 



Cotton Club who was from the 
same family as the avant-garde 
saxophonist Ornette Coleman. 
She nagged him continually 
throughout their seven-year 
marriage to get a job away 
from music, “I can’t stand that 
Td rather be alone.” She final- 
ly went home to Texas and 
married someone else. 

When Dizzy Gillespie took 
the diair beside him in 1939. 
Cheatham had been with the 
Calloway trumpet section long 
enough to be already a veteran, 
Gillespie had been brought to 
the band by another trumpeter, 
Mario Bauza, a Cuban who in- 
terested both Cheatham and 
Gillespie in his native music, and 
Bauza' s friendship was to affect 
the music of both the other men 
in later years. 

m-h ealth forced Cheatham to 
leave Calloway. “They never did 
figure out what was wrong with 
me and I didn’t regain my foil 
strength until the Sixties. It 
took that long, and at one point 
a doctor told me, ‘Doc, maybe 
you betterjust lay down the rest 
of your life.’ When 1 got out of 
the hospital I went to Europe for 
a few months to rest- Then I 
joined 1 feddy Wilson’s big band 
and after that Benny Carter’s, 
but 1 wasn't up to par. 1 quit play- 
ing and took a job in the post of- 
fice. In 1943 I tried it again in 
Eddie Heywood’s tittle group - 
which wasn’t too hard, because 
Eddie wrote everything out and 
took long piano solos.” 

Heywood was the darling of 
New York's cate society. When 
Cheatham joined the sextet he 
did take solos and the record- 
ings of the time reveal him as 
a thoughtful player who was not 


an innovator. His style had el- 
ements of other trumpeters - 
Armstrong. Joe Smith, Buck 
Clayton and Joe Thomas 
amongst them. With Heywood 
he worked and recorded with 
Billie Holiday. 

“Taking a solo is like as elec- 
tric shock. First, 1 have no idea 
what I will play, but then some- 
thing in my brain leads me to 
build very rapidly, and 1 start 
thinking real fast from note to 
note. I don’t worry about 
chords, because 1 can hear the 
harmonic structure in the back 
of my mind. I’ve been through 
all that so many years it’s 
second nature to me.” 

During the next 20 years 
Cheatham, fired by foe earlier 
friendship with Bauz&, worked 
mostly with top Latin bands led 
tty Machito, Tito Puente, Perez 
Prado and others. He also made 
jazz tours with a sophisticated 
revivalist band led by the de 
Paris Brothers, Wilbur and Sid- 
ney. He had first worked with 
Wilbur in Philadelphia in 1927 
and b»d always admired Sidney's 
trumpet playing. He toured in 
Africa and Europe with them 
and retraced those steps with 
the pianist Sammy Price (Eu- 
rope, 1958) and the flautist 
Herbie Mann (Africa, 1960). 

He led his own band in New 
York for five years and then in 
1966, at the age of 60, joined 
Benny Goodman’s Quintet. 
Here he was exposed as a soloist 
as never before. While Good- 
man was satisfied, Cheatham 
wasn’t and began working on his 
style with a new intensity. He 
gave up the Latin playing and 
played in Dixieland bands in 
New York. His New York Quar- 



Cheathanr *When Pm gone, be just about ovw; my kind of piayfng. K wffl be as if tt hadn't existed at «H’ Photoffaph: David Redlbm 


tet evolved from this and from 
the early Seventies onwards he 
worked as a featured solo play- 
er. He began playing Sunday 
lunchtime sessions at Sweet 
Basil in New York, and foe job 
lasted for 17 years. 

Revered as a part of history, 
he toured the world and was 
never short of work again. His 
gentle playing and his dulcet 
voice were in demand every- 
where and he had recently en- 
joyed a musical partnership 
with Nicholas Peyton, a trum- 


peter who at 23 was almost 70 
years his junior. Earlier this year 
an album they made together 
for the Verve label entered foe 
lop 20 Jazz Album Chart (I 
have to confess I didn’t know 
that there was such a thing ). 

Peyton is a native of New Or- 
leans and Cheatham had re- 
cently taken to spending much 
of his time in foe city, working 
and recording with local musi- 
cians. “I can smell beautiful 
things in the air in New Or- 
leans,” he said. 


Tm almost foe last of foe 
line. I’ve talked to kids who 
come to hear us who don't 
even know who Louis Arm- 
strong is. But they listen. ‘How 
do you do foatf* they’ll ask. 
That’s beautiful,’ they’ll say. 
When I'm gone, itU be just 
about over, my kind of playing. 
It will be as if it hadn’t existed 
at all, as if all of us hadn’t 
worked so long and hard.” 

Doc Cheatham's final Euro- 
pean visit was last month when 
he toured with Clark Tferry, 


Snooky Young, Hamr Edison 
and Joe Wilder. The five made 
up foe Thnnpet Legacy. His au- 
tobiography I Guess 111 Get the 
Papers and Go Home, written in : 
collaboration with Alya Shipton, 
was published in 1995. 

StMetiice: 

Adolphus Anthony “Doc” 
Cheatham, trumpeter, bom Nash- ■ 

1 We. Tennessee 13 June 1905- three 
times married ( one son, one 
daughter); died Washington DC 

2 June 1997. 
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Eddie Thomas 


Thomas: ‘Bless this house’ 


Photograph: Hutton Getty 


Eddie Thomas was a brilliant 
welterweight, who won the Eu- 
ropean, Empire and British ti- 
tles and came dose to a world 
championship. But be will be 
best remembered for his success 
as a manager. 

Under his guidance, Howard 
Winstone won the WBC 
Featherweight title and Ken 
Buchanan became undisputed 
World Lightweight Champion 
a decade before Cotin Jones, a 
fiery welterweight from Gor- 
seinon, came heartbreakmgly 
close to giving him a third 
world champion, fighting a con- 
troversial draw for the vacant 
WBC Welterweight title in 
1983. Thomas also steered Ed- 
die Avoth to the British Light- 
Heavyweight title, and was 
involved in various roles in the 
careers of marry other champi- 
ons and contenders before a 
combination of failing health 
and business worries forced 
him out of the sport which 
remained his lifelong passion. 

He was bom in Merthyr Tyd- 
fil in 1926. As a teenager he fol- 
lowed his father and three of bis 
six brothers into the mines at 


Cwmddu, and continued work- 
ing underground even as a suc- 
cessful professional fighter. All 
ax of his brothers boxed, but his 
father opposed Eddie’s taking 
it up on the grounds that it was 
loo dangerous. Ironically, his fa- 
ther later lost an arm in a min- 
ing accident, while Thomas 
survived nearly 50 pro fights 
without a hint of damage. 

He started boxing at the 
Merthyr Tydfil ex-seivicemen's 
club, and his fast left jab - later 
to be the trademark of his pro- 
teges Winstone and Buchanan 
- carried him to the ABA light- 
weight title in 1946. He turned 
pro after participating in a win 
for Britain against America, as 
part of a team which included 
the young Randolph Turpin, 
and was scheduled to face 
Mickey Duff on his d£buL 

Duff was a sharp judge of tal- 
ent even then, and promptly 
pulled himself out of the en- 
gagement. It was, he still jokes, 
foe shrewdest move of his man- 
agerial career. They later became 
bitter promotional rivals, buz 
Duff always had the highest 
regard for Thomas foe fighter. 


Thomas became known as the 
Singing Boxer for his custom of 
enter taining foe Crowd with foe 
Welsh hymn “Bless This House" 
after every fight. By 1SM9, he was 
British Welterweight Champion 
and a leading contender for Sug- 
ar Ray Robinson's world tide. 
He retained the title against Cliff 
Curas, and foe Robinson match 
moved doser when be knocked 
out Pat Patrick of South Africa 
to become Empire Champion in 
January 1951 and, the following 
month, took the European title 
from Charles Humez of France. 

But then it all went wrong: he 
lost the European title to 
Humez ia a rematch four' 
months later, and in October, 
Wally Thom took his British ti- 
tle to deny him outright own- 
ership of the Lonsdale Belt 
(awarded after winning three 
championship fights). Plagued 
by weight problems, he took a 
year off and then, after a four- 
fight comeback in 1953, retired 
to concentrate on developing his 
minin g business. 

His interest in boxing was re- 
vived by foe speed and elegance 
of the 15-year-old Howard Win- 


stone, whom he watched win his 
third schoolboy title, and he 
kept faith with foe youngster 
when a horrifying hand injury 
(which cost Winstone the tips of 
several fingers) kept him out of 
foe ring for three years. 

Trained by Thomas, he came 
back to win foe 1958 Empire 
Games gold medal at bantam- 
weight, and then launched a daz- 
zling professional career which 
saw nun win two Lonsdale Belts, 
the British and European Feath- 
erweight tides, and engage in 
three classic World Title chal- 
lenges a gains t the magnificent 
Mexican Vicente Saldivar. 
When Saldivar retired immedi- 
ately after their third fight, Win- 
stone finally became world 
champion by stopping Mitsunori 
Seki for foe vacant WBC title, 
and Thomas's clear, soaring 
voice led foe celebratory singing 
from foe Albert Hall ring. 

Winstone was very much “his 
boy” and foe pair remained 
dose friends till the end, but his 
relationship with Buchanan was 
much more difficult. The prick- 
ly Scot felt, with some justifi- 
cation, that Thomas’s stubborn 


independence from the London 
axis which virtually monopolised 
big-time boxing then, was re- 
tarding his career and restrict- 
ing his earnings, but it was 
Thomas’s managerial skill 
which manoeuvred him into 
an unexpected world title op- 
portunity against Ismael Lagu- 
na in 1970 and, a year later, it 
was foe Welshman's cool ex- 
pertise in foe comer which 
saved Buchanan's title when fa- 
cial damage looked like costing 
him foe rematch with Laguna. 

His management of foe hard- 
punching Colin Jones was mas- 
terly. and even though Jones 
failed on three attempts in the 
world title, he still earned 
enough to joke that he was “the 
only Tory in Gotseinon”. 

Thomas was honoured for his 
work on that bleak morning in 
Aberian in 1966 when a slag 
heap engulfed foe local school. 
He was among the first at foe 
scene, using his mining exper- 
tise to organise foe futile rescue 
attempts and salvaging many of 
foe children’s bodies himself. 
An emotional man, he was re- 
luctant to discuss foe experi- 


ence, but foe people of his own 
community never forgot his ef- 
forts. and in 1992 gave him foe 
freedom of foe town and in 1994 
elected him mayor. : 

He was wonderful company, 
a great raconteur mid a fine' 
singer who used to grace foe r 
choir in Cyfartba church in 
Merthyr. He was also generous, 
in cash as well as in spirit. When 
my younger son was seven, he 
developed a bizarre ambition to 
carry the round boarch at a box- 
ing show. Thomas arranged for 
him to do it on one of his pro- 
motions which was televised 
live onTTY and solemnly paid 
him his wages after the show. - 
Two days later, Ian received his 
first letter. It was from Eddie 
Thomas, and enclosed a £10 
bonus for a job well done. In the 
small things as well as the large, 
he always had style. 

Hany Mnllan , 

Eddie Thomas, boxer and box- 
ing manager, bom Merthyr Tyd- 
fil 27 July 1926; MBE 1984; 
twice married (three sons, two 
daughters); died Merthyr Tydfil 2 
June 1997. 
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Nikolai Tikhonov 


It was an extraordinary feature 
of life at the top of the Soviet 
hierarchy that, despite decades 
of bearing the full weight of re- 
sponsibility for running the 
great state, so many of its mem- 
bers lived far beyond the nor- 
mal allotted span. If one had 
survived Stalin's bloody purges 
of the 1930s and 1940s. the 
chances were good that one 
would live into one's nineties. 
The relationship between fear, 
stress and longevity cries out for 
explanation. 

Nikolai Alexandrovich Tik- 
honov, who has died aged 92, 
was a fairly typical member of 
the geriatric Politburo that al- 
legedly ran the Soviet Union un- 


der three successive, ailing Gen- 
eral Secretaries: Brezhnev, An- 
dropov and Chernenko. A 
colourless technocrat he was 
born in 1905, the son of an en- 
gineer in the industrial city of 
Kharkov, capital of Ukraine 
until 1934. He worked as an as- 
sistant train driver and me- 
chanic between 1924 and 1930, 
while studying at the Dne- 
propetrovsk Metallurgical In- 
stitute. then until 1947 worked 
in various engineering and min- 
ing enterprises in Dnepropet- 
rovsk and Pervouralsk, joining 
the Communist Party in 1940 
when he was already 35. 

For three years he ran a pipe 
factory in the district where 


Leonid Brezhnev was regional 
party secretaiy, and he contin- 
ued to rise in tus engineering ca- 
reer untO 1950. when he moved 
into foe mainstream of the ad- 
ministration as a staff member 
of foe Soviet Ministry of Ferrous 
Metallurgy. Five years later he 
was made the head of its Main 
Board with foe rank of Deputy 
Minister. 

Khrushchev’s administrative 
reforms in 1957 led to Tikh- 
onov's return to Ukraine as 
Chairman of foe Dnepropet- 
rovsk Economic Council. In 
1960 he returned to Moscow as 
Chairman of foe State Eco- 
nomic Council of foe Soviet 
Council of Ministers. He was 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


DEATHS 

KERKHOPK: In loving memory of An- 
thony James Henry Kiikhope. born 
10 Cfciober 1947, Ilicd suddenly, in 
London, on 29 May 1997. aecd -19. 
Flowers to Francis Chappell Chapel 
of Bes>L.49lb New Cross Road. Lon- 
don SE14 6TQ. The funeral wiD be 
held on Friday 6 June 1997 at 
12.50pm. Lewisham Crematorium, 
London SE6. A memorial service wd 
be held ai a later dale. 

For Gazette BIRTHS, MARRIAGES & 
DEATHS, please telephone 0171-293 
2012 or tax 0171-293 2010. 
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Birthdays 

General Sir Cecil Blacker, fonner 
Presidenu British Equestrian Fed- 
eration, SI: Mr Bob Champion, 
trainer and former jockey, 49; Air 
Vice-Marshal George Cheswonh, 
Lord-Lieutenant of Morayshire, 68; 
Sir Christopher Cockerell inventor 
of the hovercraft. 87; Vice-Admiral 
Sir Toby Frere, Chief of Fleet Sup- 
port. 59; Rear-Admiral Sir Paul 
Greening, former Master of Her 
Majesty's Household. 69; Mr Alien 
Greenwood, former deputy chair- 
man, British Aerospace, 80; The 
Eari of Halsbiny, Chancellor. Brunei 
University, 89; Vice-Admiral Sir 
John Lea, 74; Mr Geoffrey Phimer, 
actor, 7th Mr Daniel Topolski, 
writer, photographer and coach, 52; 
Professor John West, former Vice- 
Chancellor, Bradford University. 75. 

Anniversaries 

Births: George m, king, 1738. 
Deaths: Giovanni Jacopo Casanova, 
adventurer and writer. 1798; Emily 
Wilding Davidson, suffragette, tram- 
pled to death by a horse at the 
Derby, 1913. On this day. the Order 
of the British Empire was instituted, 
1917; the British evacuation from 
Dunkirk was completed, 1940. Today 
is the Feast Day of St Francis Carac- 
riolo. St Metrophanes, St Optarus of 
Milcvis. Sr Pfetroc. St Quhinus of 
Sistia and St VUiceniia Genua. 

Lectures 

Tate Gallery: David Sylvester. 
Michael Craig-Marrin, Andrew 


Brighton, “Jasper Johns: shots at a 
moving larger", 630pm. 

Exeter University: Professor Richard 
Ellis, “Hubble Space Telescope and 
the Birth of Galaxies", 5.15pm. 
King’s College London, London 
WC2: Professor Leon6e Ormond, 
“Young Writers and Old Masters: im- 
ages of renaissance and baroque art 
in Victorian fiction and poetry", 
530pm. 

Rothschild CoUecthm, V/hddesdou 
Manor, Buckinghamshire: Anthony 
dn Boulay, “Porcelain for a Palace: 
the porcelain collection at Widdes- 
dan", 11 am 

Receptions 

Royal Air Force Chib 
The Queen Mother was the guest of 
honour at a reception held yesterday 
evening at the Royal Air Force Qub, 
London Wl, to mark the 75th an- 
niversary of the official opening of 
the dub. 

Trinity House 

The Duke of Edinburgh was re- 
elected Master of the Corporation at 
the Annual Court of Trinity House. 
London, held yesterday at Trinity 
House, London EC3- Rear-Admiral 
Patrick Rowe was re-elected Deputy 
Master. Captain David On* and Cap- 
tain Neil Turner were re-elected 
Wardens of the Corporation- The 
Right Rev Michael Henley, Bishop 
of St Andrews, Dnnkeld and Dun- 
blane. was the preacher artfae annual 
service held afterwards at St Olave's 
Church, London ECS. 


made a candidate member of 
foe Party Central Committee in 
1961 and a full member in 
1966. deputy chairman of Gos- 
plao, 1963-65. deputy chair- 
man, 1965-76, and first deputy 
chairman of the Soviet Coun- 
cil of Ministers under Alexei 
Kosygin until 1980. He became 
a candidate member of the 
Politburo in 1978 and a full 
member the year later. When 
Kosygin retired as prime min- 
ister in 1980. Tikhonov re- 
placed him at the age of 
75, remaining as head of 
government until 1985. 

While Tikhonov’s Party ca- 
reer was not as meteoric as that 
of some of his comrades-in- 


arms, taking him nearly 40 
yeara to reach foe pinnacle, his 
wide experience in industrial 
management ensured that his 
Central Committee responsi- 
bilities would focus on the econ- 
omy. More than most of the 
other leaders, he travelled in foe 
West on technical missions, 
and this comparatively wider 
knowledge, coupled with foe 
special patronage he enjoyed 
under Brezhnev, may explain 
his presence among foe most 
influential members of the 
Politburo in its Last phase. 

He survived Andropov's 
reign, and when Andropov died 
in February 19S4 it was Tikhonov 
who nominated foe decrepit 


Chernenko as his successor, a 
mere 10 hours later. Gromyko 
seconded the proposal with foe 
puzzling exhortation to Took 
into foe future”. Whatever foe 
misgivings erf the other Rrfirburo 
members, the golden rule of oot 
opposing foe first to speak was 
observed, and for 13 months foe 
Soviet Union continued in its 
stagnant condition. 

In March 1985, when Gro- 
myko nominated Gorbachev, 
again urging foe others to Took 
into foe future”, Tikhonov de- 
scribed the energetic and com- 
paratively young new General 
Secretary as “foe first Secretary 
who understands economics", a 
curious reflection on himself, to 


say nothing of foe vast eco- 
nomics establishment that had 
brought the country to its 
parlous state. 

Since he had not concealed 
his hostility to foe fast-rising 
Gorbachev in eariieryears, Tik- 
honov’s tenure in the Polit- 
buro, regardless of his advanced 
age, could not be expected to 
last for much longer, and in Sep- 
tember 1985, six months into foe 
new leadership, he retired, of- 
ficially for health reasons, mak- 
ing way for the new generation 
that would inaugurate foe era 
of perestroika and the dis- 
memberment of the Soviet 
Union. 

Harry Shukman 



TflUnmov. oW guard 


Nikolai Alexandrovich Tikhonov, 
politician : bom Kharkov 
Ukraine 14 May 1905; died 
Moscow 1 June 1997. 


Validity of notice to be challenged by judicial review 

wina v WMic Hnnci, nflnnli 


Regina v Wicks; House of Lords 
(Lord Browne-WDItinson, Lord 
Jatrocey of HiUicbetiJe, Lord 
Nicholls of Birkenhead, Lord 
Hoffman and Lord Hope of 
Craighead) 21 May 1997 

A defendant prosecuted for an 
offence offeiling to comply with 
an enforcement notice issued 
under the Town and Country 
Planning Act 1990 was not en- 
titled, in the criminal proceed- 
ings, to rdy on the defence that 
the enforcement notice was in- 
valid because the dedaon to is- 
sue it was ultra vires. Sueh a 
challenge to the validity of foe 
notice could only be made by 
way of judicial review. 

The House of Lords af- 
firmed the decision of the 
Court of Appeal, dismissing the 
appellant’s appeal against con- 
viction of an offence under sec- 
tion 179(1) of the Ibwn and 
Country Planning Act 1990. 

The appellant had begun 
rebuilding works for which foe 
local council decided that plan- 
ning permission was required. 
After warning foe appellant 
that he was in breach of plan- 
ning control, foe council issued 
an enforcement notice. The ap- 


pellant’s appeal against the en- 
forcement notice was dis- 
missed, but he failed to comply 
with foe terms of foe notice. A 
summons was issued, alleging 
a breach of section 179(1) of the 
Tfown sitd Country Planning 
Act 1990. 

At foe appellant’s trial in foe 
Crown Court he wished to 
challenge the service of foe en- 
forcement notice on the 
grounds that the council had 
acted in bad faith and had 
been motivated by immaterial 
considerations. The judge ac- 
cepted foe Crown's submis- 
sion that such grounds should 
have been raised by way of 
an application for judicial 
review, and that at a criminal 
trial a notice which had not 
been quashed should be treat- 
ed as valid. The appellant 
thereupon changed his plea to 
guilty. 

Anthony Spcaigti QC anti Fronds 
Madeod Matthews iSJ. Burton A Co) 
for the appellant; Richard Humphreys 
t Sharpe PnrclwrdforPner W Bark y. 
Margate) for the Crown. 


LAW REPORT 

« 

4 June 1997 

Lord Hofiftnan said that the 
Court of Appeal had referred 
to foe distinction between sub- 
stantive and procedural inva- 
lidity of an enforcement notice. 
The former could be relied on 
in criminal proceedings, but foe 
latter was a matter either for foe 
Secretary of State or judicial 
review. 

The appellant had attacked 
that distinction, and had sub- 
mitted that a defendant to 
criminal proceedings could 
challenge the vires of every act 
done under statutory authori- 
ty if its validity formed part of 
the prosecution's case or its 
invalidity would constitute a 
defence. 

No such generalisation was, 
however, posable. The question 
must depend entirely upon foe 
construction of the statute un- 
der which the prosecution was 
brought. It was impossible to 
construct a general theory of 
the ultra vires defence which ap- 
plied to every statutory power, 
whatever foe terms and policy 
of the statute. 


The correct approach was il- 
lustrated by the decision in 
Quietfynn Ltd r Plymouth City 
Council [1988] QB 114, in 
which it was held that foe court 
should treat foe question before 
it as one which could be de- 
termined by construction of foe 
statutory system of licensing 
premises for use as a sex es- 
tablishment. 

The question in foe present 
case was likewise one of con- 
struction. What was meant by 
“enforcement notice” in section 
179(1) of foe 1990 Act? 

when one examined Part 
VII of foe 1990 Act, foe scheme 
of enforcement of planning 
control which it exhibited, and 
the history of its provisions, one 
was driven to Inc conclusion 
that “enforcement notice" 
meant a notice which was issue d 
by the planning authority which 
was formally valid and had not 
been quashed. 

The history showed that over 
foe years there had been a con- 
sistent policy of progressivelv 
restricting the kind of issues 


which a person served with an 
enforcement notice could raise 
when prosecuted for failing to 
comply. 

The reasons for foe policy 
were dean they related, first, 
to foe unsuitability of foe 
subject-matter for decision by 
the c riminal court; secondly, to 
the need for foe validity of foe 
notice to be conclusively de- 
termined quickly enough to 
enable planning control to be 
effective and to allow foe 
timetable for service of such no- 
tices in the Act to be operated; 
and thirdly, to the fret that 
foe c riminal proceedings were 
part of the mechanism for se- 
curing foe enforcement of plan- 
ning control in the public 
interest 

There was no dispute in foe 
present case that the appellant 
had failed to comply with an 
enforcement notice issued by 
the planning authority which 
on its face complied with the 
requirements of foe Act and 
had not been quashed. He was 
therefore gaOty of the offence 
and the matters he proposed to 
raise at his trial were irrelevant. 

Kate O’Hanlon, Banister 
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The ties that bind Blair and Jospin together 


S fl/uf les vainqueurs... if Tbny 
Blair’s greeting tomorrow to 
France s new prime minister 
Jospin is anything short of 
heartfelt and enthusiastic, he will be 
missing an historic opportunity. The 
reason for warmth has nothing to do 
with their rendezvous, a meeting of the 
Socialist International: that’s a largely 
superfluous talking shop. Ideologic 
rally, there is no point in pretending the 
fyo are copains. In a Britain where the 
only Keynesians acceptable in official 
circles are neo-neo, Mr Jospin’s “Key- 
nesianism seasoned by Marxism” has 
a decidedly ancient and foreign air. A 
quick, smug London consensus has 
formed, swirling through Labour too, 
dismissing Jospin as a dinosaur whose 
election is a mildly irritating irrelevance 
for go-ahead British modernisers.' 

That would be a terrible mistake. 
Jospin and his party should not be 
underestimated. Nor should Blair greet 
him cynically hoping that Jospin and his 
feather-bedded, reactionary supporters 
will pull Labour’s chestnuts out of the 
fire over European Monetary Union by 
destroying it. That is the politics of 
Vtrossed fingers and forked tongues - 
the sort of politics Paris has always sus- 
pected London practises. 

In fact, there are good, honest 
reasons why the two" men should 
embrace in victory. One is women. 
With Mr Jospin, French national polit- 
ical life begins a gender transformation 


akin to that accomplished by Labour on 
1 May. Both leaders preside over 
young, modernising supporters. They 
share a passionate commitment to get- 
ting back into productive employment 
legions of fellow citizens who have been 
marginalised in recent years. Their 
prescriptions may differ but the ambi- 
tion is the same; their respective efforts 
to cut youth joblessness will make a fas- 
cinating contest. 

There is another reason for amity, 
though in these early days the two men 
may only dimly realise the scale and sig- 
nificance of their opportunity. Mr 
Jospin is an “Enarque”, a fully paid-up 
member of the French governing elite. 

His refined analysis of France in 
Europe is rooted in his generation's 
conviction that, when global storms 
blow, France needs the lodging that 
European Union alone can provide. 
People like Mr Jospin are formed by 
the French state tradition. But for 
them, above all, European participa- 
tion is about serving national ends. 

How foreign? Not at all. That is the 
position which New Labour has arrived 
at. It is a logical rather pragmatic posi- 
tion with little sympathy for the 
masochistic (and Hegelian) German 
view, that Europe is Fate, that Euro- 
pean participation is a way of saving 
Germans from themselves -that if they 
are not tied down to the deck in Brus- 
sels the Lorelei (aggressive national- 
ism) will lure them to doom. 
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But the French and British leaders 
are fated and tied in a simpler way. 
They are fated to be colleagues, tied 
together by electoral time-scales. 
Together they are likely to outlast 
Chancellor Kohl who, even if he were 
to win the federal elections next year, 
is surely unlikely to see out another full 
term. That is not to imply that some 
new Franco-British axis against Ger- 
many is in the offing - the alliance 
across the Rhine has permanently 
entered the French political soul. It is 
to say that the potential for entente is 
rich and inviting. 

But surely that friendship could not 


survive the abstention of Britain from 
EMU? We think it can and will. There 
are ways in which the non-participation 
of Britain in the euro could create cir- 
cumstances in which a Europe-friendly 
British government could act as broker, 
arbiter and picker-up of pieces. 

Here are two scenarios. In one, 
things unravel. The German govern- 
ment could fall - the Free Democrats 
could withdraw or the Christian 
Democrats split. The French govern- 
ment could find that expectations for 
policy change built up in this election 
explode - though the surveys show a 
good deal of realism on the French 


public’s part- Even after fodgnjS. *{“ 

Maastricht criteria are met only y 

Dutch. The euro does not go ab^a* 

least not before the turn of 

The Blair government gets 

first term without having to think about 

joining; it approaches the task of re 

thinking financial co-operanon wito 

the confines of the HU with clean 
hands, and a spring in its step. 

In the other scenario Mr Jospin 
manages to stick with his principal elec- 
toral promises, such as abandoningthe 
nationalisation of France TeteM » 
improving civil service salanes, nmng 

the hole in the sociai seranty budge 
while still producing a 1998 budget that 
is Maastricht-compatible. Perh *P sb 

will also manage to tack on to Maas- 
tricht a political mechanism for 
ralline the European Central bank. 
That is a heroic list of achievements, u 
the new French PM is able to accom- 
plish even half of what is m his party 
manifesto he will have redefined the 
intellectual let alone political basis of 
the single currency project. He wants 
to “socialise” it, in theory giving the 
European Central Bank a jobs target 
for its control of the money supply. (« 
that sounds contradictory, it is.) we 
may be sceptical But a ^^ social- 
ist administration that did all that, 
ensuring the euro went ahead on 
strange new terms, could hardly oc 

sneered at or ignored. 

Either way, Jospin should not he 


underestimated; nor should the capac- 
ity of the French political elite to 
adapt to what seems necessary. For 
better or worse, bis fate now becomes 
entangled with the fate of European 
integration, and therefore of Tony 
Blair too. He is not an offshore polit- 
ical bachelor. This may be an arranged 
marriage, lacking the whiff of political 
eroticism in the air whenever Blairites 
and Cbntonites mingle. But it is a kind 
of marriage nevertheless; and Blair 
should embrace it. 

Parliamentary 
pots and kettles 

T Dty leadership contenders protest 
too much over devolution legisla- 
tion. Yes, in principle, big constitu- 
tional changes ought to undergo lengthy 
and severe debate. But all Labour wants 
to do is set a process of consulting the 
people of Scotland and Wales; there will 
be scope for substantive questioning 
later of the means by which they are to 
have a bigger say in governing them- 
selves. Besides, it ill becomes the Tories 
to complain, at least until they have expi- 
ated, over a few months, IS years' 
casual use and abuse of parliamentary 
supremacy. The Tories need to be lis- 
tened to on parliamentary democracy. 
But not on this issue, and not yet 
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Poison of hate 
that killed 
^JJlster victim 

Sin Parts of Ballymoney are 
radioactive with hatred. The mob 
which kicked Constable Taylor to 
death last weekend was just one 
small critical mass of this 
sectarianism built up by years of 
insidious radiation. 

.And from where has this 
radiation come? What influence 
could have caused such an 
explosion of barbarism in this 
ourwardlv peaceful and once 
liberal town? Quite simply, the 
radiation of a few charismatic 
politicians and others who have 
preached hate, constantly and 
loudly, sometimes publicly and 
more’ often privately. Violent 
verbal abuse of Catholicism, of the 
Pope, of any politician daring to 
talk compromise or peace. Many of 
have watched this uninvited 
phenomenon, powerless to stop 
what free speech in a free country 
makes lawful. Lawful or not, this is | 
the radiation that kills if enough of i 
its poison is spread into enough 
impressionable minds. 

No matter that the great sectarian 
nuclear reactors, these powerful and 
sometimes charismatic and colour- 
ful politicians, never themselves get 
directlv involved. No matter that 
thev can nt rer be connected directly 
to. nor ever intended, the thousands 
of sectarian killings that their 
emanations have made easier to 

contemplate. No matter that they 

• are the first to use the megaphones 

of the press to condemn the 
murders that blind sectarian hatred 

has caused. They are still the truly 

guilty men. 

“ Constable Taylor’s widow is no 

victim of an accidentally gathered 
drunken mob. Her husband was 
killed bv the unintended explosion 
.of a sectarian time-bomb assembled 
ov er many years. Shame on us all. 
GIL WARNOCK 
Ballymoney, Co Antrim 
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How to curb 
car pollution 

Sir The aim to reduce the volume 
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low-pollution proposition. Smngent 

town and city centre pollution limits 
would drive bus operators rnw 
replacing diesel stock with low to 
zero emission vehicles. 

We now have a government that 
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include direct and indirect 
legislative pressure on manu- 

S^rPETER F SMITH 
Chairman, Environment ana 

London W7 

Sir: So cars are not a problem in 
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Children ran no longer wander free 
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Sin There is a simple strategy for 
Glenda Jackson to consider 
(“Fewer car journeys urged to cut 
down the smog”, 31 May). Raising 
the age for holding a driving 
licence would significantly reduce 
the number of recreational car 
users. There would be added 
benefits for road safety, because 
young drivers are statistically the 
most dangerous, and increased 
walking might even improve youth 

fit There would be minimal political 
cost because by the time we 
reached an election, the 
disgruntled generation of earless 
, eeT1 a(>ers would have become old 
enough to drive. Add to this the 
reduction on parental stress 
because 17 -year-olds would not be 
demanding a car forChmtmas and 
you have a politically perfect policy. 
Dr CHRJS WILLIAMS 
School of Education 
The University of Birmingham 

Budget today 

Sir After his lounge suit 
innovation, Gordon Brown is 
planning to ditch Gladstone s red 
Budget box in favour of something 
a bit more up to date.A briefcase 
has been mooted. Th» v ^J ld ^ . 

very old hat Why doesn ^ go the 

whole hog and hold up a CD-Rom 
disk in front of No 11 on Budget 
pay? Better still, stay made and 
send out the Budget by e-mail or 

videoconference, 

PAUL WALTER 
. Newbury, 

Berkshire 


Money to pay for 
GPs’ surgeries 

Sir. Dr A C Markus (Letters, 28 
May) does not paint the full picture 
about fund-holding and GP 
surgeries. 

In the remuneration system for 
GPs there have been provisions 
for more than 30 years for the 
SLate to make contributions 
towards the capital cost of GP 
surgeries. The two main schemes 
are known as the Cost Rent 
Scheme, where GPs receive what 
amounts to an interest-free loan to 
provide premises, and the 
improvement Grant Scheme, 
where grants of between a third 
and two- thirds of the cost of 
improving surgeries are made 
available. Incidentally, both 
schemes were introduced by a 
progressive Labour minister of 
health: Kenneth Robinson. Over 
the past few years, under 
arrangements to encourage the 
development of GP surgeries in 
parts of London, grants of up to 
90 per cent have been made 
available, usually to non-fund- 
holding GPs. 

Money for such schemes has 
been short recently. Therefore we 
should welcome the ability of 

those fund-holders who make 

savings to redirect them to 
improving the premises and 
services that are provided for their 
patients, thus releasing limited 
resources for other capital 
developments. 

All of these schemes have 

helped to develop an outstanding 


range of GP surgeries for fund- 

holders, con-fund-holders and 
patients in many pans of the 
country. We should welcome this 
rather "than resort to pointscoring. 
CLIVE PARR 
General Manager 
National Association of 
Fundholding Practices 
London W1 

Rays of hope for 
Welsh valleys 

Sir. Tony Heath’s interview with 
Peter Hain, the Welsh Office ^ 

minister (“Hope in the VhJleys , 
May), is very timely. As MP for 
Neath, Mr Hain has been playing a 
leading part in the new thinking 
around the communiiy and 
economic regeneration of the 
South Wales valleys and now has a 
unique opportunity to implement 

his plans for “industrial villages . 

Crncial in that new thinking is 
the inclusive nature of the 
developing strategy: in our case the 
Dulais Valley Strategy, involving all 
sectors of the local communities. 
The creation of a Welsh .Assembly 
is but a larger version of the local 
democratic partnerships which 
have been emerging across Wales 
in recent years. 

It is very important that the new 
Welsh Office and hopefully the new 
Welsh Assembly ensures that an 
environment is created in which 
this sense of democratic dvic 
participation prospers: the private 
sector locates beyond South-east 

Wales -in the valleys and in rural 


North and West Wales; and a 
culture of lifelong learning 
becomes an essential human right 
for the rebuilding of Welsh, British 
and European societies. 

The abolition of the nurseiy 
voucher svstem, an early 
referendum for a Welsh Assembly, 
new opportunities for education 
and training and the rejoining of 
Uncsco are a tangible resurgence 
of hope for the valleys and the 

world beyond. 

professor HYWEL FRANCIS 
Chair, Dulais Valley Partnership 
I Se\en Sisters. Neath 
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Forgotten teeth 

Sin There is indeed a simple 
explanation of why Alec Just 
(Letters, 29 May) is unable to 
remember cleaning his teeth, but 
can recollect if there is any coffee 
remaining in his mug. Cleaning the 
teeth is not necessary for survival; 
drinking a liquid is. 

A further explanation lies in tire | 
difference between duty and 
pleasure. The former we are always 
keen to forget; the latter, hopefully, 
we always remember. 

JUDITH HOLMES 
Harkston, Norfolk 

Sir: I must thank Dr Peter Davies 
for his kind explanation of my 
husband’s memory problem 
(letters, 29 and 30 May). 

He has now provided the perfect 
excuse for delay by the said 
husband of the completion of the 
many household tasks that await 
him, and I can certainly confirm the 
theory that after 24 hours there is 
indeed no danger of task recall! 
JENNY JUST 
Bushey, 

Hertfordshire 


Green tax rebate 
on the empties 

Sir: You report (3 June ) that the 
□umber of miles travelled by 
empty lorries in 1996 was 28.7 per 
cent of the total for all journeys by 
these vehicles. Although an 
improvement over previous years, 
this is still a scandalously high 
figure. 

In the Netherlands, all soft- 
drink containers are regularly 
returned to shops for a refund of 
the tax on the container. Nearly all 
such containers (glass and plastic 
bottles, as well as cans) attract this 
tariff. The “deposit” on a bottle of 
beer, for instance, is often twice 
the value of the contents, thus 
encouraging people to return any 
empty containers they come 
I across. 

These “empties” are passed on 
up the supplv chain by retailers, 
through wholesalers, either back 
to the original manufacturer for 
reuse, or for recycling. Whenever 
a truck makes a delivery to a shop, 
it takes away the returned empty 
packaging. . 

A welcome spin-off is a 
reduction in street litter. Sharp- 
eyed children (and others) soon 
start retrieving and redeeming 
containers discarded by their more 
careless or selfish peers. 

The Labour administration 
should emulate the Dutch model. 
MIKE STEELE 
London SE4 

Saving lives on 
the gay scene 

Sin John Lyttle writes: “Rubber- 
stuffeis still haunt Hampstead 
Heath handing out condoms 
(article, 30 Mav); in fact Rubber- 
sruffers have never given out a 
single condom on the Heath. What 
Rubberstuffers provides is 
appropriate condoms in places 
where gay men are most likely to 
access them, namely gay venues. 

He suggests that handing out 
condomsis “a waste of money” - 
not so. The cost of condom 
distribution to gay men (who make 
up the majority of nerw HIV 
infections) is far overshadowed by 
condom distribution to people 
whose risk of HTV is m i n imal 
through, say, family planning 
services or GP climcs- 

An NHS- commissioned report 
(in March 1997) concludes: 
“Provision of condoms . . . should 
target high-risk groups, especially 
male homosexuals, purely on cost 
grounds”. 

That’s why we will carry on 
“haunting'’ the gay scene, ensuring 
that gay men receive practical 
advice and information on 
preventing HTV transmission. 
CHRIS MARKHAM 
Director, RS Health 
London W1 


All depends 

Sin The headline “Blair vows to 
end culture of dependency” (2 
June) is a striking example of the 
onward march of a word which, 
having noticed that its imperial 
shelf Ufe (dependency: a colony 
without self-government) was 
coming to an end, has adopted in 
an almost Darwinian way to usurp 
the previously dominant position 
occupied by “dependence”. Will 
we soon find ourselves talking 
about your distinguished 
newspaper’s having asserted its 
independency? 

Professor DAVID HEAD 
Department of Modem Languages 
University of Northumbria M 
Newcastle 
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Q: What do Rwanda, 


Yemen, Palestine, Cambodia 


and Fiji have in common? 
A: They all want to fly the 
Commonwealth flag 


I t is perhaps the most sin- 
gular legacy of the Jong 
retreat from Empire. 
When Britain puUs out 
of Hong Kong at the end 
of the month this largest of our 
remaining dependencies, since 
it is not to become an inde- 
pendent state, will be ineligible 
to join the Commonwealth. Ai 
the same time the decidedly un- 
British state of Rwanda is lob- 
bying to join, as is Yemen, 
which at least contains the for- 
mer British protectorate of 
Aden, The Palestinians have 
indicated that they, too, might 
apply to join, if and when they 
become a sovereign state. And 
Fiji, suspended after the 1987 


Far from being a ragged 
remnant of the British 
Empire, the organisation is 
fast becoming an influential 
player on the world stage, 
writes Paul Yallely 


coup there, has approached 
officials aboi 


Commonwealth officials about 
not only rejoining but aban- 
doning its status as a republic 
and, uniquely, petitioning the 
Queen to reassume her role as 
monarch. 

And that is not all. There is 
talk that Nigeria, which after 
the coup in Sierra Leone has 
been posturing, without a trace 
of irony, as the defendant of 
democracy in West Africa, may 
be expelled from the Com- 
monwealth at the heads of gov- 
ernment summit in Edinburgh 
later this year for its continued 
contempt for democracy and 
human rights. 

The eight members of the 
Commonwealth Ministerial 
Action Group on human rights, 
which was set up last year fol- 
lowing the Nigerian military 
regime's execution of the dissi- 
dent Ken Saro-Wiwa, along with 
eight other activists, is becom- 
ing impatient. The group, led by 
Nelson Mandela - who swiftly 
brought post-apartheid South 
Africa back into the Common- 
wealth fold - has backed away 
from the idea of economic sanc- 
tions against the country for fear 
that the Americans, French, 
Chinese and Russians would 


not come on board. But it is now 
considering expulsion for its 
continued flouting of Com- 
monwealth demands. 

“The Commonwealth is tak- 
ing on a new visible life,'' says 
Andrew Porter, an imperial 
historian at King's College, 
London. “And for good rea- 
sons of self-interest. You might 
not set it up if it didn't already 
exist, but it's there and it can 
be mobilised and its networks 
used to promote the interests 
of what is now a quarter of the 
world's population.’' 

It is an odd business for 
those who regard the Com- 
monwealth merely as some 
ragged remnant of Empire, a 
hangover from the days when 
pennies were struck with the 
image of George VI as 
Emperor of India. “It has 
helped us come to terms with 
Britain's decline as a great 
power,” says Porter. But there 
is more to it than that “it is 
difficult to think of any other 
empire which has left this kind 
of international organisation 
behind it." Significant con- 
tacts are maintained between 
the former French colonies 
and metropolitan France, but 
they are designed to be much 
more of benefit to Paris. 
“Britain doesn't dominate as 
France does the Francopho- 
nie,” says Porter. “It’s not an 
Anglo-centric organisation”. 

It is not even entirety an 


Anglophone one now. In 1995. 
the first non-English speaking 
country, the former Portuguese 
colony of Mozambique, was 
admitted on the same day that 
Nigeria was suspended. Insid- 
ers say it was the price which 
Mandela exacted in return for 
taking the lead on Nigeria from 
the white Commonwealth 
states, who were reluctant to 
push the matter for fear of 
charges of racism. 

The success of the institu- 
tion is clear from the queue to 
join. Motives to do so vary. 
Sentiment seems to be what 
lies behind the Fijian request 
for re-admission. General 
Sitiveni Rabuka. who led the 
1987 coup, has been pressed 
into negotiations by a 
groundsweU of his own people, 
who continued to celebrate 
the birthdays of the Queen and 
other royals, and whose' stu- 
dents continued to apply for - 
and receive -scholars tups from 
the 1100 Commonwealth 
awards made every year. 

By contrast, cunning self- 
interest lurks behind the urge of 
the £bte in Rwanda to join. 
Many observers detect a Thtsi 
plot behind the move. The 
Rwandan rulers are English- 
speaking Tutsis who were pre- 
viously exiled among fellow Tht- 
sis in neighbouring Uganda; 
joining the Anglophone Com- 
monwealth would subtly con- 
solidate their position over the 


French-speaking Hutu majority 
they now control. Elsewhere, in 
Barbados fervent republicans 
campaigning to ditch the Queen 
as head of state are none the less 
anxious the island should 
remain in the Commonwealth. 

The formula for that is well- 
established. Half of the current 
members are now republics, 
under an ingenious formulation 
whereby the Queen ceases to be 
monarch but remains as head of 
tbe Commonwealth. It is no 
longer the British Common- 
wealth. The qualifying adjective 
was dropped in the late Forties 
to allow India to remain in the 
white man's club - of Canada, 
Australia, New Zealand, South 
Africa and Southern Rhodesia 
- after its independence as a 
republic. (Ireland dropped out 
only weeks before the pre- 
scription came into force.) The 
imperial residue was further 
dissipated in 1965 when Britain 
gave up the permanent chair- 
manship and an independent 



A standard-bearer for Fiji: now the country wants to rejoin the Commonwealth - and regain the Queen as its mo nar ch 


secretariat was set up making 
which then 


the organisation, 
had 21 members, more difficult 
for London to manipulate. 
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E vidence of that lack of 
malleability was dis- 
closed recently when the 
first confidential Common- 
wealth papers were released 
under a 30-year secrecy rule. 
During the row over the Uni- 
lateral Declaration of Inde- 
pendence by Rhodesia’s white 
settler regime, the Common- 
wealth came close to falling 
apart. London insisted on eco- 
nomic sanctions to end the cri- 
sis while black Africa 
demanded that Britain send in 
troops. At one point the British 
prime minister, Harold Wilson, 
pointed out that all the coun- 
tries at the table bad gained 
their independence from 
Britain but were now over- 
looking the fact that Britain, 
too, was independent Other 
members were treating Britain 
“as if it were a bloody colony". 
When the other prime minis- 
ters protested vehemently and 
asked him to withdraw the 
remark, Wilson, the minutes 
show, said; “All right, I with- 
draw the word 'bloody’." 

There was a time when it 
seemed the Commonwealth 
would wither on the vine of 
Britain's increased involvement 
with Europe. In the years after 
the war the notion of imperial 
or Commonwealth trade pref- 
erences was still considered 
viable. But by the Sixties, 
Britain began to feel it could 
not afford to be tied in with 


economies which were not 
among the most vigorous in the 
world. Cheap New Zealand 
lamb and butter were not suf- 
ficient recompense for exclu- 
sion from the Co mm on Market 
being set up in Europe. 

In the early days Wilson tried 
to have it both ways, asking for 
admittance to the Common 
Market with a tariff-free zone 
that would remain openio the 
Commonwealth and the devel- 
oping world, and which would 
not artificially raise food prices. 
He reckoned without the intran- 
sigence of General de Gaulle, 
who vetoed tbe application. It 
was only, in effect, by dropping 
all its objections that Britain was 
admitted in 1972. accepting 
both the Common External Tar- 
iff and the Common Agricul- 
tural Policy - and additionally 
surrendering its fishing grounds, 
something which the other 
members previously would not 
haw dared to demand. Not 
long after the trade preferences 
went, UK visa requirements 
were introduced for Common- 
wealth citizens. 

If entry into the Common 
Market hugely damaged rela- 
tions with the white Common- 
wealth, it was the intransigence 
of Margaret Thatcher over 
sanctions against the apartheid 
regime in South Africa which 
placed Lhe greatest strain on 
relations with black members. 

During the Thatcher years it 
repeatedly looked as if the 
Commonwealth would be 
allowed to atrophy by an impe- 
rious British prime minister 
who would brook no contra- 


diction from former colonials. 

Commonwealth leaders rou- 
tinely outraged her. Much influ- 
enced by her businessman hus- 
band Denis, she embraced 
dictatorial African leaders like 
Moi in Kenya and Banda in 
Malawi and adopted a pro- 
Buthelezi and anti-ANC line in 
South Africa. At one Com- 
monwealth conference in Van- 
couver she compared the ANC 
with the IRA, myopically ignor- 
ing the difference between the 
violence of a violent minority 
outvoted in a democratic coun- 
try and that of a disenfranchised 
majority inside a repressive 
state. Such attitudes, along with 
her decision to abolish educa- 
tion subsidies for overseas stu- 
dents, led to widespread disil- 
lusion with Britain. At one 
point there was talk of moving 
the Commonwealth Secretariat 
to Toronto. The rifts were 
healed only by diligent back- 
room diplomacy by the Queen, 
as Ben Pimlott’s biography of 
tbe monarch reveals. 

Yet the institution survived all 
this for a number of reasons. It 
creates an unparalleled forum in 
which tbe prune ministers of 52 
states have direct personal con- 
tact with one another, often 
without arty officials present. 
Because it is not a strategic 
alliance or a trading bloc it has 
no common defence or eco- 
nomic policies. It is a forum 
rather than a united front, 
where consensus rather than 
voting are the modus operand!. 

“That may well be why it may 
be on the threshold of new' 
influence." says Dr Alan Sked, 


the international historian at 
Lhe London School of Eco- 
nomics who is a vigorous cam- 
paigner for UK independence 
from Europe. “Regional trad- 
ing blocks are a chimera; by the 
21st century all competition 
will be between firms, not coun- 


tries ” And, he says, it lacks the 
pomposity and pasturing of the 
United Nations. 


“It is a comfortable form of 
international co-operation 
where people can talk confi- 
dentially without feeling 
threatened," says Peter Lyon, 
head of the Institute of Com- 
monwealth Studies at London 
University. “It hasn't got a 
centre or a periphery. All have 
equal status." 


I t is a model which extends 
from meetings of prime 
ministers to the wide net- 
works of informal association: 
there are Commonwealth asso- 
ciations of dentists, tax gather- 
ers and parliamentarians, as 
well as meetings of foreign, 
finance, health and education 
ministers. Co-operation is the 
byword of hs development pro- 
grammes. with aid from the 
industrialised members often 
being used to finance the trans- 
fer of skills from one Southern 
country to another. “For coun- 
tries with a population of less 
than half a million it is proba- 
bly the most useful interna- 
tional forum they have access 
to." says Peter Lyon. 

Fear of jeopardising that is 
what will stop the Common- 
wealth expanding loo wildly, 
“Smaller members fear the 


sense of intimacy will be lost,” 
says Andrew Porter. (An 
approach from Cambodia has 
been politely rebuffed;' and 
suggestions that Ireland might 
rejoin as part of the Ulster 
peace process have foundfcred 
on tbe fact that - though' the 
country's president, Maty 
Robinson, has privately toldtte 
Commonwealth Secretary- 
General that “the Irish people 
have a deep affinity with" the 
things you do” - the symbolic 
resonance would be too inuefi 
for many republicans.) Bi$. 
there is no doubt that, with its 
intimate links to all corners of 
the globe, the Commonwealth 
is well placed to play an impor- 
tant role on the world stage in 
the next century - as a forti m 
in which to moot international 
initiatives, a mechanism to fur: 
ther democracy and human 
rights and as a discreet vehicle 
for crisis diplomacy. 

In Hong Kong, the first Chi- 
nese successor to the last 
British governor has invited 
the Secretary-General. Chief 
Emeka Anyaoku, to the hand- 
over celebrations. Tbe new 
chief executive hopes, appar- 
ently, that some of the informal 
connections with Common- 
wealth associations might be 
maintained, even though Hong 
Kong will never qualify for 
membership. The gesture has 
gone largely un-noticed as pari 
of the small change of interna' jf 
tional diplomacy. But as a tes- 
tament to the potency of the 
Commonwealth in the post- 
imperial world it carries its 
own significance. 


v. 
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Going native in a roundabout sort of way 


M ost Americans don’t 
know much about the 
world. That, at least, 
is what we like to think. As 
Martin Bell said on the radio 
the other day, a country 
where the OJ Simpson trial 
was thought for about a year 
to be top news cannot be a 
country where news is taken 
seriously. And it seems self- 
evident that most Americans 
cannot know mudt about the 
world because more than 
half of them do not possess 
passports and therefore 
cannot even go and have a 
look at the world. 

By these standards 
Raymond Seitz, until lately 
American ambassador to the 
UK and now doing a series of 
tails on Radio 4, is the kind 
of American you dread 
meeting. He is urbane, 
interesting, amusing and well- 
informed. and thus destroys 
all your favourite images of 
the American male as loud, 
competitive and ignorant of 
anywhere but America. 
Foreigners are generally the 
most perceptive observers of 
other countries - the most 
revered book on America is 
still that by the Frenchman 
Alexis de Tbcqueville - and 


some Americans who pop up 
on Radio 4 ( I think of Mr 
Michael Goldfarb) are pretty 
thought-provoldnc on the 
LHC 

But I am puzzled by 
something that Mr Seitz said 
this very Monday. He said 
that of all the odd things in 
our Lraffic system it was not 
driving on the left or 
anything else that baffled 
him most - it was 
roundaboul& He could not 
see the point of roundabouts. 
Americans do not have 
roundabouts. They have 
other ways of organising 
traffic beside these strange 
nodal things like blood clots 
in the arterial system called 
roundabouts, with their 
mysterious protocol and 
infallible clogging effect. 

Why do we do it? Is it a 
hangover from a classical 
past, the past that gave us 
circuses and crescents? Is it 
something to do with our 
class system, all this giving 
way and doffing of caps? Is it 
because Americans arc 
optimists and progress in a 
straight line, whereas the 
British are realists who have 
seen it all before and 
therefore think cyclically? 



Miles 

Kington 


Well, no, Mr Seitz. It 
cannot be a British disease, 
for a start, as roundabouts 
are quite common on the 
Continent. In fact, 1 believe 
Basingstoke, which is 
sustained by a life system of 
roundabouts, is actually 
twinned with a huge 
roundabout near Darmstadt. 

(Another British town 
riddled with roundabouts is 
Milton Keynes, but there 
may be a special reason for 
this. I was once told by one 
of the older inhabitants that 
the planning sessions for 
Milton Keynes took so long 
that the planners went 


through gallons of coffee, 
leaving lots of coffee mug 
rings on the master plans, 
each one of which war 
faithfully turned into a 
roundabout.) 

The simple truth, 1 think, 
is that we have so many 
roundabouts in Britain 
because they are cheap to 
build. When a local council 
has a trouble spot where they 
should introduce Lraffic 
lights or a pedestrian 
crossing, they will often find 
that it is half a million 
pounds cheaper to form a 
small bump in tbe middle of 
the road, paint a few white 
lines round it and put up 
signs saying NEW ROAD 
SCHEME AHEAD. 

This compares favourably 
with the equivalent scheme 
in Mr Seitz's homeland, 
where priority at a crossing 
goes to the man with the 
bigger gun, especially ir he 
shoots his rival first. The 
American scheme may be 
cheaper, but the British 
scheme causes fewer deaths. 
Though 1 do think fondly of 
the Punch cartoon by. 1 
think, Raymond Lowry 
which showed the end of a 
motorway and a large sign 


saying EXPERIMENTAL' 
TRAFFIC SCHEME 
AHEAD. After passing the 
sign, ail the cars followed the 
road to a cliff and poured 
over the top into the sea. \ 
Excellent idea! 

Nevertheless, Mr Seitz is 
certainly right in pointing td 
the fact that we have a 
different driving culture from 
country to countiy. Indeed,’ & 
varies from region to region.' ' 
When I first moved out of. ' 
London, I couldn’t help ' 
noticing that people were 
much more lackadaisical (T 
would now call it relaxed) fa 
the country - no tewing up' 
at red lights, ready fora hart 
of green. They are also much 
more courteous, ever ready, 
to reverse down a country ; 
lane to the last passing place 
and to thank each other for . 
having done so, indeed to . 
thank each other for ' 

thanking each other. 

The only place where 1 
was ever in a car which came 
to a large roundabout with a 
grass mound in the middle 
and drove straight up it and 
across the top was Ireland- • 
More about the reasons for 
this weird episode 

tomorrow. ’ 
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the commentators 


The cautionary 
tale of Labour’s 
last moderniser 




***■ 


<> 


CWDe ^ s ^ energy. Daily 
supposes. Political chic 
and a bit of political 
cheek as well. The fir* S 

“***■ newgoverS 
^“^"^“nening and invig! 

W Wf have known notfr- 
mg quite Uke « before. 

Except that we have 
Labours repetitive and pas* 
senate rhetoric of newness dis- 
txmrages any looking back, cer- 
jamty to old Labour history. Yet 

£2“ re are ghosts in Downing 
Street, surety the shadow of 5 
youngish man in shirt-sleeves, 
podgily dapper and full 0 f 
energy, is hovering there now. 

What would Harold Wilson 
nave made of recent weeks'’ 

For there are some striking 
parallels with the last time 
W J^twur ended a long period of 
■ Conservative rule, in 1964. Like 
Blair now, Wilson was then 
the youngest Prime Minister of 
the century, brimming with the 
rhetoric of renewal and mod- 
ernity. His moral-patriotic 
rhetoric wasn’t so far from 
Blairs: “No-one should be in a 
political party unless he 
believes that party represents 
his own highest religious and 
moral ideas.” 

He started in office with a 
great gust of goodwill from vot- 
ers, the media and his own party. 

He began well: Paul Foot's 
account, written shortly after 
the first 1964-66 administration, 
says that the vast majority of 
Labour people and commenta- 
tors thought WHson's first 37 
^months “had been almost impec- 
^Pfcable”. Scepticism was confined 
to “satirists and sectarians". 

Above all, the young Prime Min- 
ister was fizzing with enthusiasm and optimism. 

Here is Sir Derek Mitchell, Wilson’s prin- 
cipal private secretary, describing the new PM’s 
first hours: “Within minutes he got down to it. 
He didn’t even bother to meet the civil servants 
before preparing the list [of ministers]. He 
showed no sign of tiredness: more of demonic 
energy, excitement, fulfilment.” Familiar? 

Journalists who covered Wilson’s first few 
months recall brilliant, relentless, news man- 
agement - “a splash a day”. In government, 
Wilson used his knowledge of the Press play- 
ers to great effect. Spin-doctoring was a well 
understood an in the Downing Street of 1964. 
Uke Blair, Wilson introduced a team of pol- 
icy wonks (as they then weren’t called), fixers 
and personal political allies into Downing 
Street. Instead of Alastair Campbell, Peter 
Mandelson, Jonathan Powell and the rest, he 
had Marcia Williams, George Wigg. Gerald 
? Kaufman, and Thomas Balogh. 

The new Prime Ministerial team meant 
friction with senior civil servants - the dis- 
agreement between the Cabinet Secretary and 
Blair over Powell's role today can be compared 
with Marcia Williams’s fight for official status 
in 1964 - but also injected adrenalin into gov- 
ernment. As Ben Pimlott puts it in his biogra- 
phy of Wilson: “The contrast between the hec- 
tic pace of the new administration, compared 
with the relaxed atmosphere of the old one, was 
the most marked feature of the change.’’ 

Wilson's power in Downing Street was cir- 
cumscribed a little by his wary respect for a 
few other ministers with big Labour Party con- 
stituencies. George Brown, as the working- 
class man with an unconventional image and 
big ideas about industrial regeneration, would 
be platted now by John Prescott, though 
Prescott has no drinking problem - it is hard 



Andrew 

Marr 

Blair should 
constantly 
ask himself 
why Harold 
Wilson, a 
popular' and 
energetic 
leader, 
became so 
unpopular 
and cut off 
so quickly 


his plane in a foreign capital 
and "kissing each wife in the 
formal embassy reception party 
ardently on the lips”, 

Roy Jenkins, who wasn’t in 
that first cabinet, and Jim 
Callaghan, might be played by 
Gordon Brown and Robin 
Cook, who also have big alter- 
native bases in the party and 
only a very modest store of 
mutual admiration. 

Finally, Wilson, too, took big 
decisions early on: within days 
he ruled out devaluation as a 
way of coping with the huge bal- 
ance of payments deficit, so 
committing his government to 
painful and highly unpopular 
austerity measures. 

Blair hasn't done anything 
quite on that scale - in today's 
terms, it would be rather like 
committing us to membership of 
the first wave of EMU. But as a 
reorganisation of government, 
Gordon Brown’s change to the 
status of the Bank of England 
can be compared in bigness to 
his namesake’s 1964 creation of 
a Department of Economic 
Affairs (DEA). 

The DEA and National Plan 
should also remind us that the 
Blair government’s co-option of 
people from Barclays, BP and 
British Airways to help in gov- 
ernment isn't new either. As he 
explained in his memoirs, 
George Brown brought in a 
whole range of Conservative 
Q’ty types and industrialists from 
companies like Courtaulds, 
Unilever and Shell, and even a 
sitting Tory MP as bead of the 
Prices and Incomes Board. 

The best retort to all this his- 
tory is that there were three huge 
differences between 1964 and 1997. First, Wil- 
son inherited an economic crisis, while Blair 
inherits merely problems. Second, Wilson had 
a majority of four, not 179. Third, he was in 
hock to a union-dominated party, as Blair isn't 

These are rather formidable distinctions. Yet 
though Wilson was struggling with much 
tougher economic and international conditions 
than Blair, his experience is similar enough to 
be worthwhile remembering. 

Above all, Blair should constantly ask 
himself why such a popular, energetic and 
liked leader became so unpopular and cut off, 
so quickly. Downing Street does things to 
people - to Thatcher and Major, too, though 
Wilson remains the best example. He shut up 
the doors, stuck with what eventually became 
a paranoid circle of allies, obsessed with the 
treachery of colleagues. He didn’t spend 
enough time with the half-dozen or so senior 
ministers who really mattered. He worked too 
hard. He lost his sense of proportion, and 
then of fun. 

J wonder what an older, wiser, ghost of Wil- 
son would say to Tony Blair today? “Well 
done”, of course. He’d be awed by, and jeal- 
ous of, the Commons majority, and admiring 
of Blah's party reforms. But he would also say: 

“Relax. Don’t fret over newspaper stories 
about about ambitious colleagues, or allow 
courtiers to involve yon in plotting. Spend time 
with family and utterly non-political friends. 
Don’t make a fetish of frantic activity. A few 
months of good headlines are a great achieve- 
ment for any Labour politician in this coun- 
try. But keeping sane for years ahead - that is 
a herculean task, which very few of your pre- 
decessors have managed. 

“And - oh yes, one other thing. Don’t con- 
fuse patriotism with Sterling. A strong pound 
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The sweet and sour 
times of Alan Sugar 


“T 


his company 
i is mine, those 
are my initials 
up there, and 
it's going to be 
around for ever.” For ever, it 
now transpires, is a short time 
in business. Yesterday Alan 
Michael Sugar Trading, or 
Amstrad for short, was con- 
signed to the dustbin of corpo- 
rate histoiy. AJan Sugar, the 
man who made personal com- 
puters affordable and friendly 
for a generation, is hanging up 
his toots to concentrate on 
running Tottenham Hotspur. 
In the process, Amstrad’s 
founder, chairman and living 
embodiment is distributing his 
electronics empire to the four 
winds. 

Mr Sugar, who owns 34 per 
cent of the company, will be 
quids in when the break-up is 
complete. His stake alone could 
be worth £145m. But Amstrad 
itself will no longer exist, other 
than as a vehicle to pursue 
legal action against two Amer- 
ican computer disk manufac- 
turers which the company 
blames in part for its demise. 

It is, as they say, the end of 
an era. How many milli ons of 
consumers got their first taste 
of the information technology 
age at the hands of a low cost 
industry-standard Amstrad 
PC? How many millions of 
homes today sport a Sky satel- 
lite dish -his other con tnbu don 
to civilisation? For all that, 
should anyone mourn the pass- 
ing of Amstrad or the style of 
doing business that Mr Sugar 
came to personify? 

Amstrad’s rise in the last 29 
years from a one-man band 
selling aerials and recondi- 
tioned televisions into stock- 
market darling and perhaps 
Britain’s best known name in 
consumer electronics invites 
comparison with a string of 
other home-grown business 
success stories: Branson, Han- 
son. Conran, Lord King and 
Arnold Weinstock. But 
Amstrad and Alan Sugar could 
just as easily be bracketed with 
those shooting stars that faded 
and died: Ronson, Ralph 
Halpern. John Gunn and 
Michael Ashcroft. 

Whereas Richard Branson 
has created a truly international 
brand in Virgin capable of sell- 
ing anything from records and 
airiine tickets to cola and vodka, 
Amstrad never repeated the 
success it had with the PC It 
might be harsh to characterise 
it as a one-product company. 
But try as he might - and there 
have been plenty of attempts - 
Mr Sugar has never worked 
the same magic with personal 
stereos, cordless phones, videos, 
answering machines, faxes or 
any of the other consumer elec- 
tronic products that have 
spewed off the end of the 
Amstrad conveyor belt. The 
mere fact that he is prepared to 
let Amstrad disappear as a com- 
pany, to be replaced by some- 
thing called Viglen Technology, 
speaks volumes. 


by Michael Harrison 



By 3988 Amstrad was making £150m a year. 

Then Sugar agreed to make Murdoch’s 
satellite receivers. From there it was downhill 


Whereas Sir Terence Conran 
has demonstrated the ability to 
roll his brand successfully from 
one format to another - design 
house to restaurant to shopping 
emporium- Amstrad has failed 
to re-invent itself in quite the 
same way. The publicity blurb 
boasts of 1 * an international elec- 
tronics. telecoms and computer 
group with one of the strongest 
brand names in Europe". If that 
is so why ditch it? 

Lord Weinstock never 
showed any sign of returning to 
shareholders the £A5bn cash 
mountain accumulated during 
his reign at GEC, but Mr Sugar 
is returning Amstrad’s more 
modest £2 00m cash pile to 
investors. In other words he has 
run out of profitable schemes 
for investing the money and has 
conceded that his shareholders 
might have better ideas. 

For all that, Amstrad 
deserves to be remembered for 
bringing the computer age into 
the living room in a way that 
made it accessible and, above 
all. within the reach of most 


pockets. Mr Sugar professes 
not to admire the Japanese, 
whom he considers lacking .in 
originality. And yet he has pur- 
sued a similar blueprint - 
exploiting products developed 
by others, manufacturing them 
as cheaply as possible (in his 
case in the Far East) and then 
selling them in bulk at dis- 
count prices. 

For a while that served 
Amstrad very well. The com- 
pany began by manufacturing 
and distributing hi-fi equip- 
ment. With the benefit of a 
public listing, in 1980. Mr Sugar 
branched into computing, 
launching first a games com- 
puter, then a word processor 
system and then, in 1986, a low- 
cost industry standard persona] 
computer. By 198S Amstrad 
was at the zenith of its fortunes, 
making profits of £150m ayear 
and valued on the stock market 
at £1.2bn. 

A year later Mr Sugar did his 
now famous deal to help 
launch Sky by agreeing to make 
Rupert Murdoch’s satellite 


receivers - a contract that is 
said to have been worked out 
on the back of a napkin over 
lunch. But from there on it was 
downhill. Amslrad’s attempts 
to conquer the business com- 
puter market failed disas- 
trously - the result, according 
to a High Court judgment last 
month, of faulty computer 
disks supplied by two US man- 
ufacturers. By 3992. Mr Sugar's 
love affair with the City had 
turned so icy that he 
attempted, unsuccessfully to 
buy out the majority share- 
holders. He set about rebuild- 
ing Amstrad but this time it was 
through acquisition - first of a 
cellular phone business and 
then of Viglen - a company 


that specialised in selling PCs 
direct rather than through hieh 
street retailer;. ~ 

Amstrad will be remembered 
as much for the man as for its 
best-selling product. Mr Suaar 
left school at 17 and after y 
»w»n spell as a statistician in the 
Department of Education, 
branched out on his own. The 

son of un East End tailor, he 
was a Inner at school with a It i\ e 
of cooking and photogmphv. 
They- were not obviously the 
best credentials foi nim to 
make his way as u trader in the 
rough and tumble of the EaM 
End markets hut Mr Sugar 
quickly demonstrated his acu- 
men for making money. Within 
four years of forming Amstrad. 
the business was making nearly 
£200,1 MtO profit a year on sales 
ol £1 Am. 

Today he has all the trap- 
pings ol' wealth - a Rolls-Rovce 
with the personalised number- 
plate AMS1 and a 160ft yacht, 
the Louisiana - hut his pugna- 
cious. impetuous, haek-ol-a- 
lorry style of doing business has 
scarcely changed. And he still 
inspires fear and awe in equal 
measure among those he 
employs. He also inspires great 
loyalty. Many of his managers 
at Amstrad. known collectively 
as Sugarlumps, aped his 
appearance - the stubbly beard, 
bulldog expression and free 
flow of expletives. 

Now Mr Sugar says he u-ams 
to devote his energies to foot- 
ball. At Spurs, his relationship 
with supporters and sharehold- 
ers has been the mirror image 
of that he cultivated at Amstrad. 
The shareholders love him for 
turning the club's precarious 
finances around. The fans, or at 
least a vocal minority, loathe 
him for Spurs’ lack of success on 
the field. Mr Sugar’s disdain for 
paying high prices for “foreign 
mercenaries” or “Carlos Kick- 
abouts” as he has dubbed them 
is well known. In a reversal of 
his individualistic business phi- 
losophy. he says no one player 
is going to win the Premier 
League" Rather, composing a 
football team is like assem- 
bling a business. “It’s like a 
manufacturer who has laid 
down the plant, put the 
machines in place, finished the 
designs and now everything is 
realty to roll.” he recently said 
of Spurs. 

Yesterday, with unfortunate 
timing, one of its most impor- 
tant pieces of roachinety - the 
star striker Teddy Sheringbam 
- stuck in a transfer request, 
apparently disillusioned with 
Mr Sugar's style of negotiating 
new contracts. Who says life at 
Spurs will be any easier than 
running .Amstrad? 
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France still has a place in the sun 

Itfs clever, productive and fashionable - don’t write the country off yet, says Hamish McRae 
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P ost-election France: the commentators 
£m to have decided that the country has 
turned its back on economic reform and 
wifi ncSmmdemn itself to a farther five years of 

burdened by high taxauon ^misoaai wel 

fere system M 85 

B»‘ on the 

well as half empty- n, msea g^g lt so 

SSSSg -k- a arih; 

see this, start with the what can this 

rich, developed country s * 10 ^ trieS V ^jih much 
counay da that odjer B or better? The 

•^eaper laboor cannot do as a tot 

answer, in ^fSfl-^manufacturfog know-how 
]fl a worid ^Sfoa^rofweete. 
crosses national bouiufan® “* less in the size or 
^^^aratrve advantage manufacturing 

competitiveness of a SP. ^ ch ^ intellect and 
and much more in qualities suen® 



^^jj^gresorts such as St Tropez make tourism the second biggest industry 

about 30 per cent of France’s GDE There is some 


cpiinmw . "— s' , hieh design 

high of fotocSS STSfflia only 13 per cent of are 
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family higher than anywhere else m 

«■* El par!sis also the leading European conference 

centre, well ahead of London, and has more than 
double as many visitors to trade fairs and exhib- 
itions than any other European city. The blend 


& for the economy is rather'more g^^fflSwbeahoiidsyttet 
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comments may and see how they do*®* 


France region - 


of providing an efficient location for a business 
conference and a tourist destination is partic- 
ularly powerful. 

Finally, Paris dominates the luxury goods 
trade. Here is a clear area where France has 
global leadership. That leadership in fashion has 
enabled Paris to retain a large clothing industry, 
located in the Sender district dose to Les Halles, 
one of the very few manufacturing industries still 
in the centre of a giant city. Physical proximity 
to the market offsets the higher costs involved. 
But, of course, the strength in luxury goods goes 
far beyond clothing: there is a string of top global 
brand names in drink, perfume and related indus- 
tries. France, perhaps to an even greater extent 
than tiie UK, has been adept at crafting high- 
mark-up products that are attractive to die 
newly rich of East Asia. 

There are other areas in which France will 
remain globally important. Obviously it will 
remain a big food producer; it will remain, ahem, 
the world’s second or third largest arms exporter. 
Trade in food seems likely to increase over the 
next generation, along with the increase in pop- 
ulation; and, sadty, it would be surprising were 
trade in arms to diminish significantly. 

It would be astounding ii over the next gen- 
eration, the process of globalisation that has dom- 
inated the last JO years, and particularly the last 
15, were to go into reverse, in France globalis- 
ation is often resented, even feared, for it is per- 
ceived as a threat to the French way of manag- 
ing things. It is tied up with resentment of the 
force of Anglo-Saxon culture and what are seen 
as Anglo-Saxon market reforms. 

But in reality Ranee - with its excellent high 
technology and its craft industries, and with its 
powerful, exportable culture - seems better 
placed to profit from globalisation than countries 
that are just pre-eminent as manufacturers. 
France is often seen as the weaker partner in the 
Ran co-German allian ce, but on a 25-year view 
its economy may be better placed to compete 
globally than its more populous neighbour. 
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Strikes threat as construction workers reject pay offer 


Barrie Clement 

Labour Editor 


likely to be the mille nnium site 
at Greenwich, the new Tate 


The recovery in the construction 
industry could be under threat 
from nation-wide strikes after 
union negotiators yesterday 
rejected a 45 per cent increase 
in basic pay over four years. 

It is understood that prestige 
projects in London and the 
South-east, where union mem- 
bership is at its highest, could 
be the main targets for disrup- 
tion on any hit-list. They are 


at Greenwich, the new Tate 
Gallery at Bankside Power Sta- 
tion in London, the £100m re- 
furbishment of the Royal Opera 
House and the construction of 
the Jubilee Underground line. 
The bypass at Newbury could 
also be the subject of disruption. 

If the unrest spreads into the 
general building trade the acute 
shortage of housing could be 
made considerably worse. 

Allan Black, national officer 
for the construction industry at 


the GMB general union, said 
talks had broken down and 


t alks had broken down and 
there was ao immediate 
prospect of further negotia- 
tions. He said building workers 
would be extremely anxious 
when they realised there would 
be no wage increase by the end 
of this month - the due settle- 
ment date. 

“We are sleepwalking into in- 
dustrial action," he said yes- 
terday at his union's annual 
conference in Brighton. 

While national pay negotia- 


tions had little impact on real 
wage rates in previous years 
because many workers were 
self-employed, tighter imple- 
mentation of tax laws has led to 
thousands of craftsmen moving 
to employed status. Union ne- 
gotiators insist on inflation- 
breaching rises to make up for 
the fact that more of their mem- 
bers are being forced to pay tax 
Union leaders are also keen 
to exploit the scarcity of skilled 
labour which has seen the go- 
ing rates for steel fixers in Lon- 


don rise to £600 for a five-day 
week and the wages of brick- 
layers increased to £400. 

Mr Black estimated only 10 
per cent of the 800,000 workers 
in the construction industry 
were union members but he pre- 
dicted that even non-u nionised 
personnel would walk ouL 


In negotiations employers 
mended their offer from a 


amended their offer from a 
four-year package to a three- 
year deal said to be worth 32 per 
cent but union negotiators 
rejected it. 


The final proposal, turned 
down by employees' repre- 
sentatives, was said to be worth 
5 per cent from the end of this 
month, 14 per cent from June 
next year and 10 per cent in the 
following year, taking hourly 
pay rates from £4.58 for basic 
craft operatives to £6.05. 

Rival union Ucatt argued 
that the main bone of con- 
tention was not so much the 
pay offer, but the insistence of 
the Construction Confedera- 
tion, the employers' body, on 


flexibility of working hours. 
The confederation wants to ne- 
gotiate a “derogation” from a 
European directive which stip- 
ulates that employees should 
not work more than 48 hours 
a week averaged over four 
months. Employers wanted 
working time to be calculated 
over 12 months. 

Malcolm Fordy, chairman of 
the employers’ side, said the 
proposals constituted a “wide- 
ranging, positive and con- 
structive” response to union 


aspirations. It would encour- 
age training and reward the 
attainment of skills, thus 
improving the status of the 
industry and its public image. 

“To our very great regret the 
trade union side rejected our 


offer. 1 must make it clear rhri 
no further concessions wilriK 


made by the employers," be 
said. 

Mr Fordy confirmed that no 
further meetings had been 
arranged and that present pay 
rates would remain in force. 
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breaks 


Amstrad share price pence 


Digital 

television 


1988 


founded 


Amstrad 


AMS Trading Co. Limited 
buying and selfing electrical 
goods 


groups 
may havt 
to merge 


1971 


Sales: £207,534 
Profits: £24.242 


Cathy Newman 


empire 


1972 

Sales & Profits tripled 


1973 

Sales: £1 .32m 
Profits: £194.063 


Michael Harrison 


Alan Sugar yesterday announced 
the break-up of Amstrad, the 
consumer electronics buaness he 
created 29 years ago and which 
brought low-cost personal com- 
puters into the home for the first 
time. 

The dismantling of the Am- 
strad empire will net Mr Sugar 
more than £100m and return 
more than £2Q0m in cash to 
shareholders. It will also ends the 
Essex entrepreneur’s often tur- 
bulent relationship with the City 
since he floated Amstrad in 
1980. 

Under the complex restruc- 
turing unveiled yesterday, Mr 
Sugar is proposing to return 
£2G0m to shareholders in the 
form of loan notes and exchange 
Amstrad shares for shares in two 
subsidiary companies Viglen 
Technology, which sells Amstrad 
PCs by direct mail- and Betacom. 
a quoted consumer electronics 
company which markets the 
Amstrad, Sinclair, Fidelity and 
Betacom brands. 

In addition, Amstrad plans to 
distribute to shareholders the pro- 
ceeds of damages awards against 
two US suppliers of computer 
disks. The award against one of 
the companies. Seagate Tech- 
nologies, should exceed £100m in- 
cluding interest payments. 

The dramatic break up of the 
Amstrad follows Mr Sugar' s fail- 
ure to merge the business last 
year with Psion, the hand-held 
computer group, and his earlier 
abortive attempt in 1992 to take 
Amstrad private. 


According to some estimates 
the break-up and distribution of 
assets could be worth 360p per 
share against yesterday’s closing 
price of 277p, up I3.5p. That 
would value Amstrad at £425m 
compared with a market capi- 
talisation of £1.2bn in 1988 and 
leave Mr S ugar with a stake 
worth about £145m 

However, much will depend 
on the value put on Viglen when 
it is floated as a separate com- 
pany. There wre suggestions yes- 
terday that it could be worth as 
much as 115p a share although 
Robert Hams, an analyst with 
ABN Amro Hoare Govett put 
Viglen ’s value at 65p a share. The 
company made a £10.5 m profit 
last year on sales of £l06ra. 

Mr Sugar, Amstrad's biggest 
shareholder with a 34 per cent 
stake, refused to say what he 
would do with his proceeds from 
the break-up. Bui he stressed thai 
although the Amstrad name was 
disappearing as a quoted com- 
pany it would continue as a 
powerful brand. 

Mr Sugar will remain chair- 
man of Betacom and will devote 
his energies to building up the 
business. But be will have no 
executive role at Viglen while 
Amstrad will be reduced to 
acting as a vehicle to pursue the 
litigation in the US. 

“My focus will now be on 
Betacom which is where Amstrad 
was as a company 10 years ago." 
Mr Sugar said. “In years to 
come a suitable epitaph would be 
for Betacom to prove as sexy a 
business as Amstrad." 

Analysts generally welcomed 


1977 

Volume sales of audio items 
were 276,000 units 


1978 

Volume sales of audio items 
rose to 418.000 


1993 

Acquisition of DancaO Launch 
! Pen pad P0A600, the worid’s 
1 first PDA (personal Digital 
; Assistant) Announced operating 
profits of £16.3M on sales of 
£308 J5M for the year ended 
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Acquisition of 
Dataflex Design 
Communication 
lid launch of 
Amstrad PC/TV 
Launch of Integra 
Face Care System | 


1996 

Falls in attempt to 
merge Amstrad with 
Psion, the handheld 
computer group, after 
talks break down over 
price. 


Profits of £lm 
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The launch of 
Sky Television 
brought 
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major new 
market and 
today 
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No. 1 supplier 
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i receiving 
equipments 
Europe 
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Acquisition of 
, V$en. Launch of 
Amstrad Direct 


1997 
Proposed 
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GmbH 


The company'share- 
hoWers voted against 
a privatisation plan 


a privatisation plai 
| proposal by Alan 
: Sugar 


The two groups bidding to run 
digital terrestrial television 
could be forced to merge if the 
Independent Television Com- 
mission decides to split the li- 
cences between them. 

Dividing the three licences 
would remove incentives to 
subsidise the technology ae&0 
ed to receive digital terrestrial 
television signals, making a 
merger the “natural solution", 
according to new research from 
Dresdner Klein wort Benson. 

British Digital Broadcasting 
and Digital Television NetW'R, 
the two consortia pitchir". lor 
the digital terrestrial licences, 
have promised to subsidise set- 
top boxes, which enable view- 
ers to receive digital signals, only 
if they are awarded all three 
multiplexes. But if the multi- 
plexes, each of which is capable 
of carrying between four and six 
channels, are split between the 
bidders, neither has committed 
to reducing the price of die box- 
es substantially, therefore po- 
tentially jeopardising consumer 
take-up of the service. 

Caroline Slater, one of the au- 
thors of the Kleinwort report, 
said the ITC would certainly 
consider sharing the licences be- 
tween BDB and DTN. but 
added this approach would be 


the break-up plan unveiled by Mr 
Sugar. Michael Styles of Credit 
Lyonnais Laing said: “It makes 
sense. There may be a little 
more to go on the share price - 
it depends wbat you think Viglen 
is worth." 

Mr Sugar formed Amstrad - 
Alan Michael Sugar Trading - in 
1968 and built its profits up to 
£lm by mass marketing hi-fi 
equipment manufactured in the 
Far East at discount prices. It 
floated in 1980 and quiridy went 
into the computer business, first 


with games computers, then with 
word processors and then with 
a low-cost industry standard per- 
sonal computer which revolu- 
tionised the PC market. 

Amstrad hit a peak in 1988 as 
its profits readied £160m and the 
market capitalisation of the com- 
pany hit £12bn. It went on to sign 
a deal with Rupert Murdoch's 
Sky to manufacture and market 
its satellite dishes in 1989. 

The downturn in the compa- 
ny's fortunes coincided with its 
attempts to break into the busi- 


ness PC market with a machine 
using disk drives supplied by two 
US manufacturers. 

Amstrad was last month 
awarded £57.6m in damages 
against one of the companies - 
Seagate Technologies and is pur- 
suing a s imil ar claim against 
Western Digitalk, which is due to 
reach court in Orange Country, 
California later this year. 

The £200m loan note con- 
vertible into cash is worth 163p 
a share and represents the bulk 
of Amstrad's cash pile, which has 


just been inflated by the £92m 
sale of the cellular telephone 
business Dancall to Bosch of 
Germany. 

Amstrad's 70 per cent holding 
in Betacom is worth a further 25p 
a share and assuming the Seagate 
damages award reaches £100m, 
it is worth a further 55p-58p per 
share. 

Although Amstrad will cease 
to exist as a quoted company a 
spokesman said: “It doesn't mat- 
ter a damn to the consumer who 
now owns the brand, it will con- 


tinue to be a powerful name in 
the high street." 

As well as personal comput- 
ers, Amstrad also markets hi-fi 
equipment, televisions, cordless 
phones, faxes and answering 
machines. None of its later 
consumer electronics products 
have had the same impact, 
however, as the IBM clone of 
a PC that Amstrad pioneered 
iq the 1980s. 

Comment, page 25 
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fraught with difficulties. She 
said: “How do you go about gi .- 
ting the hardware into homes 
and working out who subsidis- 
es what? Trying to get the two 
parties to agree apian would be 
problematical" A meigerwould 
be the only way of ironing out 
these problems, she suggested. 

Neither BDB nor DTN 
would comment on Kleinwort’s 
views, but both parties made 
plain in their applications their 
views that splitting the licences 
could wreck the launch of dig- 
ital terrestrial 

BDB, which is backed by 
Carlton Communications, 
Granada and BSkyB, argued in 
its application that awarding all 
three licences to one organisa- 
tion would safeguard investment 
in marketing, programming and 
customer service. 

Meanwhile, DTN, supported 
by the cable company NTL 
and United News & Media, stat- 
ed: “In the absence of a cie?f 
leader in digital terrestrial no 
| single party is likely to be able 
to drive the process of adoption 
forward in the same way." 

BDB has made it hard for the 
ITC to split the licences by fail- 
ing to apply for any combina- 
tion of two multiplexes. If the 
licences were to be shared, 
DTN would get two and BDB 
one, according to industry ob- 
servers. A decision from the 
ITC is expected next week. 

Unsubsidised boxes would 
retail at around £350. Howev- 
er, in forming British Interac- 
tive Broadcasting last mouth in 
conjunction with BT] Mat- 
sushita Electric and Midland 
Bank, BSkyB has pledged to of- 
fer boxes costing £2CK) for the 
launch of digital satellite tele- 
vision next spring. 


Sir Ernest considers all options 
as he puts Racal up for sale 


Lloyd’s names to match capital 
put up by corporate members 


Chris Godsmarfc 

Business Correspondent 


Sir Ernest Harrison yesterday in 
effect raised a “for sale" sign 
over Racal Electronics, the de- 
fence to telecommunications 
business he has run for 31 
yeans, in a final effort to please 
investors before his retirement. 

Announcing the latest stage 
in Racal 's restructuring, with the 
Joss of L000 jobs wo rid- wide. Sir 
Ernest made clear that “all op- 
tions" were being considered io 
the quest for shareholder value, 
including sales or mergers of 
businesses or partnerships with 
larger companies. A third of the 
job losses would be in the UK. 

Advisers including Goldman 
Sachs, the US investment h ank, 
have been appointed to lead the 
hunt for partners. However Sir 


Ernest made clear there were 
no fast solutions to difficulties 
at Racal, which has made two 
profit warnings in the past 12 
months. 

“I hope it will be done quick- 
ly and certainly I would wel- 
come a very early retirement. 
All options are open," said Sir 
Ernest who is 71. He added: 
“These things don’t happen 
overnight as you know. They do 
take time.” 

He pledged to stay at the 
helm of Racal until the prob- 
lems were sorted out: “I intend 
to remain chairman of this 
company and I am totally com- 
mitted to achieving great value 
for shareholders. The key is to 
be bold when the occasion ar- 
rives and make the right deci- 
sion... I and my board have an 
outstanding record.” 


Yesterday's news did little to 
boost the share price, which 
edged up 1.5p to 235p, valuing 
the group at £670m. A year ago 
the shares were 313p. Sir Ernest 
has 717,000 share options ex- 
ercisable at weD above the cur- 
rent market price. 

Sir Ernest would not be 
drawn on his own target for a 
break-up value. “If someone of- 
fered me 10 pounds a share I'd 
say, ‘Can 1 have that in writing?' 
If they gave it to me in writing 
Td take it," he said yesterday. 

James Heal an analyst with 
stockbrokers Hoare Govett, 
said: “He spears to have pul the 
business up for sale. But it's quite 
dear there aren't going to be airy 
deals for 12 months ai least The 
only question is how much the 
company is worth." 

Profits for the year to March 


fell from £70.4m to £40.4m, the 
company said yesterday, in line 
with the last profits warning in 
ApriL Operating profits from 
continuing businesses rose by 6 
per cent to £78.9m before ex- 
ceptional charges of£29m. The 
problem division was data prod- 
ucts, which lost £19.1m last 
year and accounted for£19m of 
the exceptional charges. 

Sir Ernest said Racal would 
not want to keep its stake in the 
National Lottery if it was turned 
into a non-profit making or- 
ganisation. He also admitted to 
embarrassment at pay rises for 
executives at Camelot, in which 
Racal has a 22.5 per cent stake: 
“We run the most efficient lot- 
tery in the world. Are you going 
to risk putting in someone new 
when the thing is doing so weD?" 

Comment, page 25 


Tom Stevenson 

Financial Editor 


Lloyd’s of London yesterday 
confirmed plans to force tra- 
ditional names to put up the 
same amount of capital as the 
insurance market's new cor- 
porate members do to support 
their underwriting. 

It bowed to pressure from in- 
dividual members, however, to 
extend the time period over 
which it plans to level the play- 
ing Geld. 

The plans are part of a pack- 
age of measures designed to 
strengthen the financial secu- 
rity that underpins Lloyd’s. 
The proposals have been crit- 
icised as being the latest move 
to encourage corporate capital 


three years rather than two to 
meet new requirements to 
show evidence of assets worth 
50 per cent of the premium in- 
come they want to underwrite. 
The change was made after re- 
sponses to a consultation doc- 
ument on the proposals 
published last month. 

Currently names only have to 
lodge funds representing as 
little as 20 per cent of their un- 
derwriting limit at the market 
whereas corporate members 
have to put 50 per cent in 
trust. By 2000, names will have 
to hold 40 per cent of premi- 
um capacity at Lloyd's with a 
further 10 per cent backed by 
other personal wealth. 

The time for names to in- 
crease their minimum level of 


to the market at the expense of means to £350.000 has also 
traditional names, a charge been extended by three years to 


Lloyd's denied yesterday. 
Names are now to be given 


five years and will now come 
into force in 2002. Allowances 


for reaching these levels are be- 
ing made for names who have 
fallen below the minimum level 
of capital as a result of the dis- 
astrous losses at Lloyd's in the 
five years to 1992. 

Lloyd's is pressing ahead 
with a proposal to prevent 
names from using their princi- 
pal private residence as collat- 
eral for underwriting. It has 
decided, howeveT, to allow 
names to continue using letters 
of credit backed by their homes 
if the arrangement was in place 
before the end of 1994. 

The decision to strengthen 
Lloyd's so-called chain of se- 1 
curity follows the near col- 
lapse of the market after an 
accumulated £8bn of losses be- 
tween 1988 and 1992. Last 
week the market announced a 
£lbn profit for the 1994 year of 
account following a similar sur- 
plus in 1993. 




Grid puts off plans to 
find Energis partner 
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National Grid Group, the pri- 
vatised power transmission 
business, has put off imminent 
plans to find an equity partner 
for its fast growing telecom- 
munications business, Energis, 
after a better than expected 
operating performance, writes 
Chris Godsmarfc. 

Energis s revenues more than 
doubled last year from £41 8m to 
£97. lm as its network expanded. 
Investment was £90m. with 
£300m expected over the next 
three years. It now serves 33,000 
business sites in the UK and plans 
to build direct links lo compa- 
nies in London's Docklands. 


The network also unveiled an 
operating agreement with 
Deutsche Telekom, though 
David Jones, National Grid 
chief executive, said there was no 
longer such a strong need for 
full-blown strategic alliances. 
“Certainly we have had discus- 
sions with a number of potential 
partners. In the meantime, (he 
buisness has moved on quite 
dramatically." 

The Grid announced a 12 per^ 
cent rise in profits for the year 
to March to£591.4mand raised 
its dividend bv 8.4 per cent to 
11.13p. Cost savings this year 
would be in double figures. 
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A death that will not be mourned in the City 


S o farewell then Amsirad, the company 
that brought PCs to the masses. The 

^ City, for one. won’t regret your pass- 

VVITTVTVVm I m ¥r a L nd ° or w j Jl Alan Sugar, your creator, 

ho bas bcen just dying to throw his com- 
pany to Lhe wolves, as much out of pique as 


The problem was that 
the Amstrad PC was - 
and Mr Sugar is the 

first to admit this -a 

one off, a bit of fluke 
really, and as the 
competition caught 
up and overtook him, 
he could never find 
anything remotely 
comparable to 
replace it’ 


• * . iuulu UUI UI U 1UUC 

anything else, ever since the City turned down 
his plans to lake it private. 

The story of Amstrad’s rise and fall has 
been much told, analysed and commented 
uponand it is perhaps unnecessary to go 
oyer n all again now. All the same, a little 
piece of history passes into the mists of lime 
with the final demise of this one time won- 
der stock. So it is worth recalling what 
Amstrad once stood for and why, like so 
much of the 1980s. it was never going to last 

Alan Sugar came very much from the bar- 
row boy school of entrepreneurialism, and 
while there’s nothing wrong with that, his 
instinct was always going to be that of the 
street trader he originally was. But to claim, 
as some do, that he epitomised the fast buck, 
short Lermist culture of the rolling 1980s, is 
loo harsh a judgement. His brilliance was in 
making first the word processor, and then 
the PC, accessible to the mass market. 
Many followed in his wake, and the market 
eventually fragmented and matured beyond 
his reach. But he was the fust, and his 
achievement in galvanising and energising 
an industry in this way, is a very consider- 
able one. He was one of the calalysts for the 
PC revolution. 

The problem was that the Amstrad PC was 


also - and Mr Sugar is the first to admit this 
- a one off, a bit of fluke really, and as the 
competition caught up and overtook him, he 
could never find anything remotely compa- 
rable to replace it. In the circumstances, 
Amstrad’s decline was probably managed as 
well as it could have been, and though Mr 
Sugar was severely criticised for attempting 
to take his company private at what was 
widely believed to be an undervalue, it is 
worth nptjn g that Amstrad shareholders 
would have done rather better by accepting 
his offer and reinvesting the proceeds in the 
stock market than by staying the course. 

When a man doesn't want to work for you, 
he doesn't want to work for you, and if 
Amstrad was going nowhere before Mr 
Sugar's bid, that's been doubly the case 
since then. So yesterday's breakup proposals 
are probably the best course left open to 
Aras trad’s shareholders. And if any of them 
still have a stomach for Mr Sugar's, shall we 
say, somewhat cavalier approach to the 
investment community, they can always try 
their luck with Tottenham Hotspur, where Mr 
Sugar is perilously dose to mismanaging his 
star player, Teddy Sberingham, out of the side. 


Sir Ernie’s huge task 
to develop value 


F rom one old pro, to an even older one. 

Sir Ernest Harrison is famous for pulling 
rabbits out his accountant’s hat, but at 71 his 


final challenge - to revive Racal's flagging 
share price - may well prove beyond him. 
No amount of banging the shareholder 
value drum yesterday, which has long been 
Sir Ernie's favourite instrument, could con- 
ceal the scale of the task. 

Let's be bhint here. All the best bits of 
Racal have already gone. His biggest coup, 
for which shareholder will be eternally 
grateful, was to hive off Vodafone. Five yeais 
later the mobile phone business is worth 
£8.4bn, almost 13 times the value of its for- 
mer parent. Then came Chubb Security, 
bought earlier this year by Williams Hold- 
ings for £l-3bn- Six years ago Williams bid 
less than £800m for the whole of Racal. 

What is left may not be the ragbag of 
assets some commentators claim, but it nev- 
ertheless remains a collection of medium- 
sized fish in a very deep corporate pond. Sir 
Ernest freely admits that. AH the main subi- 
sidiaries - defence, telecommunications 
and data products - would surely sit better 
in the lap of giants like GEC, British Aero- 
space or AT&T. Racal's already stretched 
balance sheet cannot provide die kind of 
investment needed to catapult growth into 
the fhst lane. 

Which leaves Sir Ernest with a bit of a 
dilemma. To produce another Vodafone 
would takff time, money, and more luck than 
anyone deserves in a lifetime. Unfortunately, 
he's ru nnin g out of all three. The next best 
alternative for investors would probably be 
a series of substantial asset sales. Yet here 
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to develop. 


Place your bets on 
digital TV runners 

E very day, seemingly, brings a 
piece Of speculation on the soon-to-ne 
awarded licences for digital terrestrial tele- 
vision. The latest wrinkle comes from 

Kkinworr Benson, which argues convmow 

that the two rival consortia would probably 
have to merge in the event ^ at j“ e . 
pendent Television Commission decuKreto 
split the three licences between them. The 
£lit licence approach has 
the fashionable theory m the industry ^nd 
the City, since it would aQow the ITC to duck 
the politically charged decision of choosmg 
between the two and allow it to give some- 
thing to both. , . . . . 

The trouble is, as KB points out, tot both 
consortia are saying they couldn t afford to 
subsidise the costs of the set top box unless 


given all three licences. And without the box, 
there will be no digital terrestrial. Ergo, the 
two consortia would have to merge which 
m turn would mean that Sky, the largest and 
most aggressive of all the companies 
involved in the bidding, would end up run- 
ning the show. In other words, splitting the 
licence would be self-defeating, and if the 
ITC wants to minimise Sky’s influence on the 
new platform, it is going to have to award 
all three licences to the rival consortium. 
NTL and Lord Hollick. 

Whether any of this speculation bas much 
bearing on the ITC’s deliberations is any- 
one’s guess. In theory, the ITC is an entirely 
independent body, evaluating the rival pro- 
posals injudicial manner according to a pre- 
scribed set of criteria and standards. The 
ITC is meant to be entirety immune to the 
cut and thrust of public lobbying and debate. 
In practice, however, it cannot help but be 
influenced by the genera] noise around it and 
it may be worse than that. 

Not that Labour’s policy on media mat- 
ters gives much of a due to the outcome, for 
so far, there doesn’t seem to be much of a 
policy. Ranting against the bonuses of 
Cameloi bosses is about the most coherent 
thing we've so far had out of Chris Smith, 
our new Heritage Secretary, which isn't say- 
ing a lot So place your bets. A month ago, 
we would certainly have said Sky and BDB. 
But the odds are changing by the day, and 
the rivals. Lord Hollick and NTL, are now 
the bookies' favourite. 


Zeneca’s £46m bid 
for Netherlands 
biotech faces revolt 


One of its most senior offirials 
responsible for pension com- 
pensation and compliance at the 
Personal Investment Authority, 
the frontline financial regulator, 
has resigned, it emerged 
yesterday, writes Nic CicuttL 
David Cranston, formerly 
head of member relations at the 
regulator, left abruptly on 
Friday. A PIA spokeswoman 
H arm ed yesterday tot he left to 
“pursue other business inter- 


Senior PIA official resigns 


ests* 1 , but was unable to say what 
they were. 

She was not prepared to say 
whether Mr Cranston had 
served out part of his notice 
period, but added: “He leaves 
with our thanks and good 
wishes." He is being replaced by 
Roger Bright, who moves over 


from the regulator’s finance 
and operations division. 

Mr Cranston’s job at the PIA 
placed him in charge of ensuring 
that its members were fully 
involved in resolving the 
pension mis-selling scandal 


E 


Barely To per cent of cases have 
been dealt with. 


A former militaiy helicopter 
jilot, he was also responsible 
for making sure that the regu- 
lator’s staff dealt with tens of 
thousands of cases inherited 
from former members that 
had gone bust. Earlier this 
week, it was revealed that just 
one person whose case was be- 


ing dealt with by the PIA had 
been compensated. 

Sources inside the PIA said 
Mr Cranston, who joined the 
regulator about two years ago, 
was being blamed for its fail- 
ure to resolve the compensa- 
tion problem. His relative 
inexperience within the finan- 
cial industry, it was suggested, 
meant that Mr Cranston relied 
heavily on his executive assis- 
tant. Carmel Kelly, for advice. 


Sameena Ahmad 


Zeneca, the UK drug giant, has 
locked horns with a small band 
of Dutch shareholders who are 
threate ning to scupper its £46m 
agTeed bid for Mogen. the 
Leiden-based plant biotech- 
nology company. 

The shareholders, who at- 
tended an emergency general 
meeting held by Mogen yester- 
day, have opposed the bid, ac- 
cusing management of selling out 


to Zeneca at too law a price. 

Dutch 


Zeneca is offering 13.75 


guilders |433pj a share which 
rswitft 




compares with Mogen's price of 
more than 30 guilders before the 
bid was announced in early April 
Eelkman Rood a. who runs 
the Rotterdam-based corpo- 
rate finance company, Eelkman 
Rooda, Van Lawick & co which 
is representing the sharehold- 
ers said: “They are very angry 
and disappointed at Mogen s 
management. They gave us the 
impression that they did not dis- 
cuss price with any of the other 
bidders in the pre-qualifying 
round." 


Mr Rooda estimated that 
small shareholders representing 
more than one-third of Mogen 
would reject Zeneca's offer. 
Although Zeneca has secured 
commitments from six institu- 
tions representing 51 per cent 
of Mogen, the group has said 
the offer, which closes on 16 
June, is conditional on it getting 
at least two-thirds of the shares 
tendered. 

Under Dutch takeover law, 
achieving over two-thirds ac- 
ceptances would mean Zeneca 
was obliged to buy Mogen. Stu- 
art Shields, a manager for 
Zeneca Agrochemicals said: 
“If we don't get two-thirds we 
could continue, but there’s not 
much point. Having a substan- 
tial minority shareholding 
would limit our freedom to act 
and change things.” 

Arie Breure, managing di- 
rector at Mogen, denied that he 
had not discussed Mogen's 
price with other bidders, but in- 
dicated that in the initial round, 
which involved 19 companies, 
strategic fit was a more impor- 
tant consideration. 


“Mogen has not got a major 
track record in profits and 
turnover. For technology com- 
panies it is essential that there 
is a strategic fit with the com- 
pany that is bidding,” Mr 
Breure said. 

He added tot five of the 19 
companies expressed serious 
interest in Mogen and that three, 
including Zeneca went into a 
second round of due diligence. 
Though he would not say if 
price was discussed throughout 
the bidding process, Mr Breure 
said tot Zeneca’s was the high- 
est offer. “I had hoped to get a 
hqjfaerbid out of this process, but 
Zeneca's was the best.” Zeneca 
had originally bid 1Z50 guilders 
before raising its offer. 

Mogen shareholders are be- 
lieved to have become dis- 
gruntled after the German 
group Aggrevo bought the agri- 
cultural biotech PDS for around 
110 times revenues. Mr Eelk- 
man said tot Zeneca's offer 
valued Mogen at around 10 
times revenues. “This price 
does not reflect the real value 
of the company", he said. 
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CIA vulnerable 
to takeover as 
rival buys state 


Cathy Newman 


CL^ Group, the media buying 
network, looked torcasjftgy 
vulnerable to a takeover bid 
terdav after WPP Group, the 
world's largest advertising and 
marketing conglomerate, paid 
£10 Jm for a 14.4 per cent stake 

m WpPbo^hi^Bl ugroup Hold- 
ing which is wholly owned Iby 

CIA Groups former 
man, Marco Benatti. Mr Bemm 
Sd! at the end of last year tot 
he would sell his stake for per 
sonal reasons". 
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up to a maximum of 225p 
share for CIA. WPP paid 
170ip for Mr Benatu s stake, 
compared to yesterday’s dosing 
price of 174.5p, up l 4 - 5 ?- n 
CIA’s executive chairman, 
Chris Ingram, reacted defen- 
sively to the news. “We we been 
independent for 21 years and we 
IDce it tot way. said. 

added il was not a problem as 

long as it remained an invest- 
ment”- . 

WPP’s move increases tne 
pressure on CIA to form strate- 
gic partnerships with major 
players if it is to retain its \ m- 
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executive, is a firm believer 
that the media buying justly 

must minor rapid conrohdauon 
among media owners. It 

^ e Sg^“™ in£unBe 

er, to r~“ Afiio buying ana 
their o™ Mr&K«ll 

plan ^fn b to:n^o MUblish 

g realt '* “LJjec and senior ex- 
* e on plans 

ecutwesare ed f a depart _ 
W .S jWTandO&M. . 

TSsSH® 

ambitions by Iook- 


Tom Stevenson 


UKASfto 
buy 65% 
share in 
Mansfield 


Julian Treger and Brian Myer- 
sem, the scourge of underper- 
forming managements through 
their UK Active Value vulture 
fund, are to slop telling others 
how to run their business and 
do it themselves. 

After a sequence of high-pro- 
file rebel shareholder cam- 
paigns at Scholl, Greycoat and 
Signet, the South African en- 
trepreneurs have bought into a 
stock market shell to use as an 
acquisition vehicle. 

UK Active Value yesterday 
announced a £5m subsenption 
to new shares in John Mans- 
field, a quoted timber business 
Mth a market value of just 
£3m. Following the share pur- 
chase UKAV will hold 65.4 per 
cent of Mansfield's shares. 

The deal ® expected tote fol- 
lowed within months by sizeable 
acquisitions of undervalued 

7 are already 


Gazes bead 


Guildford 


Leicester 


thought likely — 

£25 Dm. Acquisitions wfll be 

funded with a mixture of cash 

and shares. , . 

The subscription for me 
shares is to take place at 3p a 

Store, a small discount to lhe 
prevailing price at the time ne- 
CiZS Wed between the 


company aim urv^v. — -j- 

announcement, and the ap- 
pointment of Mr M^rson and 
Mr Treger as joint chairmen, sent 
the shares up from 5,5 P f *°A' 
The acquisition of John 
Mansfield marks a departure 
from UKAVs confrontation^ 
strie which has been criticised 
as no more foan^rporatereid- 
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agement and forced tough a 
sSe or break up to release val- 
ue. Now it must prove it ran 

practise what it bas preached. 
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There are only so 
official Rolex j 


any 


How come so many 
of them are ours? 
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Rolex are as uncompromising in their selection 
of Official Rolex Jewellers as they are in the 
manufacture of the timepieces themselves. 

With our huge nationwide chain including 
Walker & Hall, the Goldsmiths Group is probably 
the country’s leading chain of quality jewellers. 

It all began in 1919, when Goldsmiths were 
appointed as Britain's first Rolex jewellers. 

Today, every Goldsmiths jeweller still jealously 


guards his reputation for outstanding quality 
and service. Rolex is available at tbe branches 
listed above. Only so many jewellers will ever 
earn the right to sell ~zZ m 
a Rolex. 

And only so many 


people will ever own 
one. 

You perhaps? 



G‘0‘L’D’S’M’I’TH‘S WALTE R & H ALL 

The first officially appointed Rolex stockists in the UK. 
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Vodafone 
profits hit by 
aftermath 
of price war 


Chris Godsmarfc 

Business Correspondent 

Intense competition in the UK 
mobile phone market will con- 
tinue to eat into profit margins 
according to Vodafone, the 
largest of the four British net- 
works, which last year contin- 
ued to fed the aftermath of a 
damaging price war. 

The downbeat assessment 
came alongside encouraging 
news from Vodafone’s expand- 
ing overseas operations, which 

revealed their first set of annual 
profits yesterday. 

Chris Gent, Vodafone chief 
executive, said earnings this 
year would continue to be hit by 
the cost of moving customers 
from the older analogue net- 
works to digital. 

Last year incentives to en- 
courage them to stay with Voda- 
fone cost the group £52m. 
Vodafone Digital had 1.48 mil- 
lion customers at the end of 
March, giving the company 36 
per cent of the UK market, up 
from 521,000 the year before. It 


meant for the first time a ma- 
jority of customers were on 
digital. 

Revealing a drop in profit 
margins from almost 40 per cent 
to 35 per cent Mr Gent said 
these one-off costs should fall 
as the analogue network de- 
clined. But he added: “The 
outlook for margins in the Lflv 
is probably modest decline. We 
are in an increasingly compet- 
itive scene." 

Last week One 2 One, the 
smallest of the four networks, 
launched new price packages 
which it said were cheaper than 
the competition. Vodafone and 
Cellnet were both hit by at- 
tracting low-spending cus- 
tomers with cuL-pricc deals in 
Christmas 1995. Many decided 
to hand back their phones a year 
later. 

The after-effects were re- 
flected in a drop in Vodafone's 
average customer revenue from 
£481 to £427 and an increase in 
churn, which measures how 
quickly people leave the net- 
work. The UK subscriber base 



Expensive competition: Chris Gent said Vodafone spent £52m on customer incentives 


grew more slowly, by 415,000 
customers last year compared 
with 633.01X1 customers the year 
before.' 

Vodafone yesterday reported 
a 25 per cent rise in its turnover 
for last year to £1.75bn. though 
pre-tax profits increased more 
slowly by 13 percent to £539m. 
Profits from the UK opera- 
tions rose by 5 per cent to 


£5 19.1m, while overseas profits 
were £10.5m compared with 
losses of £27ra in 1995. Total 
subscribers, including the share 
of overseas operations, rose by 
32 per cent to just over 4 mil- 
lion. The shares were un- 
changed at 27 Up. 

Mr Gent said it was “very 
likely" that Vodafone would 
take up an option to increase its 


stake in the French mobile net- 
work, SFR, from 16.1 per cent 
to 20 per cent. 

The investment brought the 
UK group into an unlikely link 
last year with British Telecom, 
which bought an indirect stake 
in SFR and also owns 60 per 
cent of CellneL “We are good 
competitors and good allies,” 
said Mr Genu 


Evans joins new biotechnology company 


Sameena Ahmad 

Just months after pledging that 
he was “at saturation point” and 
would not launch another new 
venture for at least five years, 
Chris Evans, the bioreeb en- 
trepreneur, has taken a non-ex- 
ecutive post in MictoSfrience, a 
biotechnology company which 
hopes to list on the UK market 
in three years. 

The company was launched 


yesterday by Merlin Ventures, 
the seed capital company 
founded last year by Dr Evans, 
and by the Royal Postgraduate 
Medical School. Microscience's 
technology base is aimed at 
bringing new antimicrobial vac- 
cines and drugs to market. 

The drugs and vaccines will 
include the prevention of in- 
fectious diseases that have be- 
come resistant to antibiotics 
and Group B Streptococcus. 


Merlin also yesterday com- 
pleted a £Z5m first round pri- 
vate fundraising for its other 
company. Cydacel, which is 
developing a cancer drug. Cy- 
clacel is chaired by Dr Evans 
and could float on the stock 
market in two yeans. 

Liz Holt, a director of Mer- 
lin. denied that Dr Evans had 
taken on too many roles. Dr 
Evans, who recently stood down 
as a non-executivc chairman of 


Chirosciencc. is also the 
founder of three quoted groups 
- load, the car security com- 
pany, Celsis, the biotechnology 
group, and En vires, the envi- 
ronmental products and services 
company. 

Ms Holt said: “Chris now has 
a team of seven of us sharing the 
work that he was taking on 
alone. That’s why Merlin was 
founded. I don't think anyone 
will ever stop Chris founding 


companies. The saturation 
point comment was taken out 
of context There are seven of 
us here striving to get to satu- 
ration point." 

Ms Holt said Merlin aimed to 
get initial private funding for its 
companies within four to six 
mouths. After that Merlin 
would hope for just one more 
injection of venture capital be- 
fore a public listing three to five 
vears after launch. 


From Ambassador to 
insurance missionary 


Legal & General has appoint- 
ed David Kerr from Ambas- 
sador Insurance, a subsidiary 
of Lloyds TSB, to develop its 

E rivate medical insurance 
us in ess. PMI itself has been a 
casualty of the recession and 
rising costs of private hospital 
care. L&G went into the busi- 
ness of providing insurance to 
cover medical bills only 18 
months ago, marketing it first 
to its existing personal cus- 
tomers, Mr Kerr’s job will be 
to convince small and medi- 
um-sized companies that this 
is a cost-effective service to 
provide or subsidise, that will 
pay dividends in improved 
health and employee loyalty. 

He also has to keep a dose 
eye on the way the new 
Government's views on 
private healthcare develop. 
This is an unknown territory 
and L&G, like its rivals, is 
anxious to be constructive and 
co-operative and make a 
positive contribution to future 
policy without getting itself on 
the wrong side of Govern- 
ment policy on the subject. 

Married with four children, 
the oldest of whom is a med- 
ical student, Mr Kerr is a 
compulsive acquirer of quali- 
fication. He is an ACTB from 
his early days in the private 
banking division of Lloyds 
Bank. He also has degrees in 
law and marketing, and is cur- 
rently doing an MBA at Hen- 
ley. His parents both started 
working in the healthcare in- 
dustry even before the NHS. 
Aged 44. he still skis and runs, 
and completed the London 
Marathon in 1995 in a time of 
around 4 hours. Next time 
he hopes to have the 
confidence as well as the 
contacts to attract some 
useful sponsorship. 

Grant Baird, the chain-smok- 
ing former Bank of England 
and Royal Bank of Scotland 
economist who now runs the 
Scottish Financial Enterprise, 
tells me the main concerns of 
Scottish business - now the 
devolution bandwagon is 
rolling - is that, just as the 
UK runs the risk of seeming 
semi-detached from Europe, 
so Scotland may be seen as 
semi-detached from England. 
This is at a lime when foreign 
businesses are debating where 
to place their next investment 
project. Scottish companies 
also worrv that tax-raising 
powers could disadvantage 
them and make it harder or 
more expensive to attract and 

hold their skilled workers. 

The Referendum Bill comes 
at a time when Scottish com- 
panics are sharing the strength 


People & Business 



Keen eye: David Kerr’s L&G remit is to scrutinise the 
Government’s developing policy on private healthcare 


of the UK economy without 
suffering from attendant prob- 
lems of inflation and soaring 
house prices. Excluding invest- 
ment trusts, there are now 87 
quoted companies run from 
Scotland, with 15 new listings 
in the past two years, plus an- 
other 19 traded on AIM. The 
Scotsman's index of Scottish 
share prices, irreverently 
known as the McFootsie, 
shows strong share price per- 
formances this year. Scottish 
banks and insurance compa- 
nies are making the r unning in 
the buoyant financial sector. 

1 have to report, however. a 
dispute over the impact of bid 
fever on the strongly mutu- 
alised Scottish life assurance 
industry. Edinburgh-based Mr 
Baird takes the view that the 
takeover of Scottish Amicable 
by the Pru was largely benefi- 
cial. Alf Young, the legendary 
and long-time economics 
editor of ihe Glasgow-based 
Herald, called Mr Baird “Dr 
Pangloss". Mr Baird replied 

by comparing Young and his 
doom-laden warnings to Dad's 
Army s Private Frazer. 


The eight-man crew of the 
yacht Mediaiore that won the 
annual Hoya Round the 
Island race round the Isle of 
Wight last Sunday are all 
brokers for Sedgwick Interna- 
tional Broking Services. For 
good measure they picked up 
three class victories and the 
Royal Thames Yacht Club 
Challenge Cup for then- 
performance. A spokesman 
praised the will to win so com- 
mon in the broking fraternity. 

It helps, of course, that the 
Sedgwick Group owns the 
yacht which doubles as a 
competition yacht and a ves- 
sel for corporate advertising 
and hospitality. It also helps 
to have two sailors, skipper 
and helmsman Ben NScholls 
and tactician Fred Blenke. 
who have represented Britain 
at the national and Olympic 
level. Another crewman, 
Chris Clarke, is an England 
A rugby player .The crew is 
now in training to meet other 

City crows in the Sedgwick 

Challenge. 

Clifford German 
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Halifax shares slip below auction price 

Halifax shares fell yesterday below the auction price at which 
early sellers were able to cash in their conversion windfalls. The 
price closed 10p lower at 724.5p yesterday, continuing the 40p 
slide in Monday's first dealings following their 774Jp open- 
ing. Members who chose to receive cash rather than shares will 
receive 732.5p a share on Friday, worth a minimum of £1,465. 
The average payout for members who auctioned shares was £2,400. 
A second and final auction of around 9 million shares was held 
on Monday, achieving 732.8p on average. 

Decision on BA alliance by autumn 

No decision on the planned alliance between British Airways and 
American Airlines could be expected until autumn, said Karel 
van Miert, European Competition Commissioner. He said that, 
under the clearance procedure, the EU consultative committee 
bad to be consulted twice and this would take the decision until 
after the EC's August break. 

A spokesman for British Airways said: “Our view all along has 
been that timing is not the key issue; the end result is." He added 
that the company had "high hopes of progress in the USA" to- 
day when Robert Ayling, chief executive of BA, and Robert Cran- 
dall, chairman of AMR, the owner of American Airlines, appear 
at a Senate aviation hearing in Washington. 

Labour awards first outsourcing contract 

Serna, the high-flying Anglo-French information technology com- 
pany, has won the UK's first public sector outsourcing contract 
awarded under the Labour Government. Serna, whose shares have 
more than doubled over the past year, will run all the non-op- 
e rational IT businesses for the National Air Traffic Services (Nats) 
subsidiary of the Civil Aviation Authority. 

The contract, which runs initially for four years, is believed to 
be worth £20m and is extendable for up to 10 years. Sema, which 
won against stiff competition, will operate everything except air 
traffic control and security for Nats, including ail the adminis- 
tration and IT at 18 UK airports. 

Oasis shares plunge on warning 
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MEPC waits for 
efforts to pay off 


"EPC, the property 
group, has been a 
" lustre performer 
over the past few years, with 
net assets per share barely 
moving since 1992. But man- 
agement, led by veteran chief 
executive James Tuckey, has 
been shaking things up of 
late, spurred on by the bid ap- 
proach from rivals Hammer- 
son in March. 

In the past three-and-a-half 
years some £ 1 . 8 bn of pur- 
chases. sales and develop- 
ments have taken place, 
leaving around 70 per cent of 
the portfolio focused on the 
UK, with another 20 per cent 
in the US. Mr Tuckey has also 
attempted to address criti- 
cisms that the group has too 
many small and poorly locat- 
ed properties, cutting the 
number of sites by 25 per 
cent. MEPC has been left 
with an estate equally balanced 
between office and retail prop- 
erties, with just over 10 per 
cent in industrial units. 

The fruits of these efforts 
have yet to come through in 
the figures. Yesterday’s inter- 
im results showed pre-tax 
profits all but wiped out in the 
six months to March, slump- 
ing from £67m to £2-5 m. But 
that represents the pain before 
the gain. The damage was 
caused by the decision by the 
finance director, James Don- 
das. to unwind a series of ex- 
pensive interest rate swaps at 
a one-off cost of £73-2m. The 
gain will come in the form of 
an expected £60m of reduced 
interest costs op to the end of 
the century. 

Mr Tilda’s radicalism does 
not end there. The group is 
outsourcing the manag ement 
of much of its UK estate to al- 
low management to focus on 
making money. Last Septem- 
ber’s decision to divide central 
management of the group’s 
portfolio by type of property 
rather than by geography has 
the same aim in mind. The seg- 
mentation will allow the easy 
sale or separate flotation of 
any underperforming parts of 
the business. 

But the real excitement 
should come from the £470m 
purchase and development 
programme over the next few 
years, spearheaded by Robert 
Wire, who has just been ap- 
pointed corporate develop- 
ment director. The new bias 
towards leisure and retailing, 
which saw the £80m acquisi- 
tion of three factory outlet cen- 


tres from C&J Clark in April, 
should put the group in gpod 
stead for the future. 

Further corporate activity is 
on the cards. Mr Tuckey "s 
reasons for rejecting Ham- 
merson sound convincing: its 
£8O0m development pro- 
gramme represents a big gam- 
ble on the recovery m the 
property market con trol l i n g . 

While it does, MEPC looks 
a reasonable bet, especially 
given net asset value fore- 
casts for the current year mov- 
ing up to north of 490p a share 
against a share price of 515p, 
down 0.5p. However, investors 
may have to be patient, given 
the weight of negative senti- 
ment surrounding the group. 

De La Rue loses 
its sex appeal 

T wo years ago. De La 
Rue looted like a sexy, 
go-go business. Then ns 
shares stood at over £10 and it 
enjoyed a heady rating of 
almost 20 times earnings. Now, 
after three profits warnings 
and yesterday's disappointing 
results, it has become abun- 
dantly clear that the group's 
core business of banknote 
printing is mature, over sup- 
plied and cyclicaL 
As bumper work from new- 
ly emerging Russian states has 
declined, so has De La Rue’s 
share price, which fell a further 
13 percent to 42 Up yesterday 
after underlying profits for the 
year to March dropped 19 per 


cent to £120m. Neither of the 
group's other two divisions - 
cash handling and transaction 
systems — can compensate for 
the tough banknote market. 
With only the euro, whose 
launch is growing increasingly 
uncertain, and the remote po- 
tential of the smaxteard mar- 
ket to offer brighter growth 
prospects analysts have down- 
graded profit forecasts. MetriD 
Lynch cut its 1998 numbers 
from £127m to £110m. 

Profits from security paper 
and banknote printing fell 19 
percent to £62m, with margins 

4 per cent lower as the costs of 
providing better quality notes 
outweighed a small rise in pa- 
per prices. With a hefty 60 per I 
cent of the world market for j 
privately printed banknotes, De 
La Rue can run the business 
more cheaply than most 
competitors, but it is becoming 
increasingly reliant on unpre- 
dictable and short contract 
overspill work- providing gav^ 
enunents with top-up capaci- 
ty. De La Rue’s acquisition of 
Philips’ smart card business 
could pay off, but given heavy 
upfront investment, profits 
from that division will be flat 
for at least the next two years. 
The only growth area is ash 
handling and security systems, 
helped by new management 
and new products. 

The shares look fairiy valued 
on 12 times forward earnings, 
but add in the scope fin- more 
disappointment, like the 
CameJot associate losing its lot- 
tery franchise, and there is no 
reason to buy the shares. 


MEPC: At a glance 
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Norwich dangles a sizeable carrot 


O nly a broken TV set or an extended hol- 
iday recently would have prevented 
Norwich Union members from being 
aware of the feet that they have untfl next Tues- 
day, 10 June, to apply for further shares in the 
mutual insurance group’s £2.4bn cash raising. 
Just to make sure, the group is pitching the 
shares being sold to its existing members, who 
are already receiving free handouts worth at 
least £1,500, at a 25p discount to the price oth- 
er shareholders, including the big institutions, 
will have to pay. With a strike price estimat- 
ed at between 240p and290p, that means mem- 
bers are being offered a discount of around 
10 per cent, a sizeable carrot 
It is certainly an attractive deal although be- 
cause Norwich is choosing to raise fresh cap- 
ital at the same time as its conversion to a 
publicly quoted company, institutions will 
not be quite so desperate as with Halifax and 
Alliance & Leicester to buy a meaningful 
weighting in the stock. That means the silly rat- 


ings applied to the building societies are un- 
likely to be repeated. 

That said, Norwich Union is a well-regard- 
ed company, operating in a market that is 
bound to grow fast thanks to the steady un- 
ravelling of the welfare state. Its management 
has an improving reputation and there is still 
plenty of scope to cut costs. Most of the ben- 
efit of that process will now accrue to share- 
holders. Sales and profits from the UK life 
business are improving substantially, while the 
smaller general insurance arm has refocused 
on personal and small commercial lines and 
away from long rail policies and large risks. 
There is a strong healthcare business. 

The dividend is well covered by life profits, 
so a gross yield at the flotation price of near 
to 5 percent is both safe and attractive against 
the rest of the market. With a current “grey 
market” price of 3G5p, members should take 
up more shares, while the equity also looks rea- 
sonable value for outside investors. 


Shares in Oasis Stores plunged by 73p to a year’s low of 267 Jp 
after the fashion retail chain warned that first-half profits would 
be materially lower than those achieved in the comparable pe- 
riod last year. 

In a statement, the company said that sales growth since the 
year end had been below its “fairly demanding" expectations. 

In addition, the company said it experienced some pressure on 
gross profit margins due to a higher level of markdowns than Magnus Grfmond 
planned. 

Rolls-Royce wins $150m of orders 


Dairy Crest ‘on track for 
10% earnings growth’ 


Cooper Rolls, a joint venture between Rolls-Royce and Coop- 
er Cameron of the US, has won orders from pipeline and gas 
companies for 15 gas turbines worth S150m (£92m). The biggest 
customer is Northern Border Pipeline, ordering 1 J Coberra 6000 
units for gas transmission at compressor stations in Montana, 
North Dakota, South Dakota and Minnesota. Delivery is set 
for autumn. Other customers included companies in Canada, 
Slovakia and the UK, with deliveries ranging from this year to 
1998. 

Slowdown in growth at Eurocopy 

After five years of steady growth in pre-tax profits, Eurocopy 
reported a more pedestrian advance from £237m to £2. 44m 
for the six months to 31 March which benefited from an in- 
crease in interest receivable. Despite the slowdown the inter- 
im dividend rises from 0.8Sp to 0.93p. Cyril Gay, chairman, said 
he believed the group w-as pursuing the correct strategy despite 
the difficulties and uncertainties emerging in the photocopier 
market. Investors in Eurocopy were disappointed by the results 
and the share price fell 3p to 64p. 

House prices dose to all-time high 

House prices rose by J per cent last month and are now within 
3 percent of their high point reached in 1«S9, according to Halifax 
yesterday. The former building society said the rise in Mav meant 
house prices were 6.6 per cenf higher than 12 months ago. Prices 
paid bv first-time buyers rose 1.7 per cent and arc 7 3 per cent 
above levels a year ago. 


Dairy Crest, the marketing and 
processing arm of the old Milk 
Marketing Beard, said yester- 
day it was on track to reach its 
target of 10 per cent earnings 
growth this year, despite diffi- 
cult markets for liquid milk. The 
optimism sent the shares up 
5 Jp higher to 220p yesterday, 
close to their all-time high and 
well up on Ore 155p at wiudi the 
Yoplait to Clover spreads busi- 
ness was floated last year. 

Unveiling the group's first set 
of full year results since the 
stock market launch, the chief 
executive, John Houliston, said 
that “without making a forecast 
we are confident thatwe are on 
track to hit our 10 per cent tar- 
get". Profits would be increas- 
ingly weighted to the second 
half of the year, given the sea- 
sonality of many of the group's 
brands like Davidstow mature 
cheddar, which do well in the 
run-up to Christmas, he said. 

The latter part of the year 
should also be boosted ty the 
launch of the new “Football 
Milk” - a semi -skimmed variety, 
fortified with vitamins and fea- 
turing the colours of teams such 


as Arsenal, Liverpool and Man- 
chester United Tne new cartons 
go on sale in a few weeks’ time, 
for the start of the new football 
season, and follow a similar 
range covering the rugby Super 
League launched in March. 

Ignoring the effects of the 
capital restructuring prior to the 
listing, profits rose 13 per cent 
to £35-5m in the 12 months to 
March, a rise which would have 
been 16 per cent if the float costs 
of £900,000 are stripped out. A 
final dividend of 6.64p makes 
9.9p for the year, for a notion- 



J°hn Houliston: Fears margin 
from strong sterling 


ai increase of 8.8 per cent over 
the pro forma total for 1996. 

The higher results were 
achieved despite a “challenging” 
market for liquid milk, Mr 
Houliston said. The group, 
which with over 16 per cent of 
the market is one of the lead- 
ing suppliers to the retail mar- 
ket, saw the growth in volumes 
almost halve from 13 per cent 
to just 7 per cent in the year. 
Meanwhile, the higher selling 
prices achieved in the spring of 
1996 have been eroded by com- 
petition from rivals. Mr Hou lis- 
ten described as “disappoin ting " 
the fact that the benefits of the 
2p a litre cut in selling prices 
posted by Milk Marque, the 
dominant supplier, in April had 
already been lost. 

But much of the pain has 
been felt in the food services 
operation, including dairy 
ingredients and doorstep 
deliveries, which saw its oper- 
ating profits slip £2.3m to 
£lZ9m. Mr Houliston warned 
that the continuing strength of 
sterling and further reductions 
in intervention floor prices 
meant the margin squeeze in the 
ingredients business was set to 
continue into the first half. 
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Dealers tune into Footsie relegation cliff hanger 
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With Footsie due to welcome 
™ 0, possibly three, new con- 
stituents this month, the stock 
market busied itself spotting 


me relegation candidates. 

It is likely to be a cliffhanger 
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with the result in doubt until 
next week’s meeting of the se- 
lection committee. 

Former building societies 
Alliance & Leicester and Hai- 
ti®* are assured of inclusion 
with respective capitalisations 
of £3_Sbn and £18bn. Williams, 
the fire protection and securi- 
ty group, may creep in. 

Smith & Nephew, the health 
tare group and Burton, the re- 
tailer, are two likely casualties. 
Imperial Tobacco and Hanson 
could also be in danger. 

Changes to Footsie's com- 
position can be of significance 
to the so-called tracker funds 
which devote their activities to 
index slocks. 

At one time shuffles to Foot- 
sie were fairly marginal. Nowa- 
days most quarterly meetings 


produce more than one change 
with demergers prompting 
moves between meetings. 

Alliance fell 5p to 596.5p and 
Halifax, at one time off 20^p, 
ended at 724 Jp. down 10p. 
Williams, which look over the 
Chubb security business after 
its removal early this year, was 
little changed at 313-5p. 

Among the endangered 
stocks Imperial fell 3p to 372p 
and its former parent Hanson 
3p to 304p. 

The market had a volatile 
session with Footsie at one time 
down 38.6 points. It closed 5 
lower at 4,557.8 with firm gilts 
and the sight of New York in 
positive territory offering en- 
couragement. 

Although below the Halifax- 
inspired levels of Monday, 
Ira ding was again active with 
turnover edging towards 1 bil- 
lion. Halifax volume was 21.45 
million. 

Cadbury Schweppes, the 
chocolate and soft drinks 
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group, was a weak Footsie 
constituent, melting 15p to 
526.5p. Once again worries 
about Us US soft drinks inter- 
ests, where h is locked in con- 
flict against the might of 
Coca-Cola and Pepsi Cola, 
did the damage. 

The latest rumour to cross 
the Atlantic is Coca-Cola is try- 
ing to squeeze Cadbury's Dr 
Pepper and Seven-Up brands 
out of McDonald’s by offering 
the ualing-out chain an exclu- 
sive deal. 

The removal of Cadbury 
brands is not seen as a major fi- 
nancial blow to its US opera- 
tions Still the latest shot in what 
has developed into a bitter bat- 
tle tended to underline the 


daunting struggle the British 
group faces in America. 

BG, once British Gas, was 
the day’s top performer, flar- 
ing 115p to 217Jp, highest 
since the break up. 

Talk DeuLsche Morgan 
Grenfell had rqseated its 300p 
target was one influence; an- 
other was a legal victory by a 
group where BG has a 51.18 
per cent interest which could 
lead lo damages of £150m. This 
month's Monopolies & Merg- 
ers Commission report is also 
thought to favour BG over the 
industry regulator, OEgas- 

Finandals steadied a little af- 
ter Monday's shake-out with 
Barclays up 26.5p to l,161-5p. 
Insurances, awaiting Norwich 


Union, attracted support with 
Legal & General putting on 
16 Jp to 435p and Prudential 
Corporation 14 Jp to 611-5p. 

Amstrad gained 13-5p to 
277p on the Alan Sugar re- 
structuring and CIA, tne me- 
dia buyer, jumped 14-5p to 
174ip as WPP, the advertising 
agency, emerged as a 14.4 peT 
cent shareholder. WPP gained 
5p to 247p. 

Sporting retailers felt tne 
pinch. The Nike profits warn- 
ing continued to take its toll 
and the problems at John 
David Sports added to the 
unease. JDS fell 21p to 250p, 
new low, and JJB Sports 


fine joxjupwhidt runs it own lit- 
$?gxS- driven. Stock Ex- 
change. Its admission s needs 

^cash,probabfy£lmthjs 
week and then a cash call, 

unsettled the market, hitting 
the shares 20p to a 75p low. 

Kalamazoo Computer, 
which revealed it is involved in 

tnte winch could lead to a bid, 

rosel35pto92ip.lt ^how- 
ever, 40 per cent owned by die 
Kalalmazoo Trust which, under 
its deeds, may not be able to 
offer. 


G Talk of more property 
takeover action. One story 
going the rounds suggests 
Wiggins, unchanged at 
9^5p, is eyeing CNC Prop- 
erties, up 5 Jp to 76.5p, a 


19 Jp to 473p. Blacks Leisure, 
leader of the sporting pack, re- 
treated 475p to 471p. 

Oasis, the fashion chain , 
produced the day’s profit warn- 
ing and duly slumped 73p to 
2675p- The shares, which have 
been 4215p, arrived at I4$p 
two years ago. Another casu- 
alty was Tradepoint, the fleag- 


busy trading after the depar- 
ture of Howard Hodgson and 
girlfriend Christine Pickles. 

Middlesex Hoi dmgs, the met- 
al group, held at 8-25p as ABN 
Amro Hoars Goven took over 
as company stockbroker, re- 
placing Hicfaens Harrison. 
John Mansfield, the timber 
group, jumped 25p to Sp; 
fjKAV subscribed £5m for 
new shares at 3p and intends 
to hit the acquisition trail. 


Wiggins, revived by Oliver 
Iny, took over Tomorrow's 
Leisure in a deal pricing the 
group at £l<L2m earlier this 
year and last week stock- 
broker Greig Middleton 
forecast a sharp profits ad- 
vance. 

CNC, born out of the old 
Clarke, Nickolls & Coombs 
sweets business, has itself 
been acquisitive, buying 
Brightstone Properties and 
MUburn Estates, 


□ Allied Colloids, the chem- 
ical group, firmed to !30p; 
NatWest Securities expects 
year's results, due today, to 
show a 28 per cent advance 
to £54m with the dividend 
lifted 10 per cent to 3.15p. 
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Ryan strikes lucky with Dip 


Racing 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
Those who gambled on 

gaass&ss 

gpstsfflS 

"55"^ bein 6 declared a 

rZZ ' D **“ C,assic > Luca 
Cumam s representative sus- 
tained a minor injury. “Grape- 

gfJSS&jS 

SSSXKS2 1 

fir . "JJ e p ™ bable absence of 

Goodwood 5 Predominate 

had ***** 
*ow as 16-1. leaves Jason 

!“"*■* for a nde and 
elsewhere 

Jot the each-way value. The ini- 
tial targets with Ladbrokes ves- 


l i«d» w ere Fahris (12-1 from 
1 ) ^d Cloudings ( 10-2 from 
12-1). 

The latter, who would be the 
first French winner since Em- 
pery was Lester Piggotts sev- 
enth in 1976, has done nothing 
to advertise his prospects re- 
cently apart from breathe reg- 
ularly and lick his manger dean. 
The son of Sadler's Wells was 
still 25-1 on Sunday morning but 
then his stablemate at Andre 
Fabre’s yard, Peintre Celebre, 
ran away with the Prix du Jock- 
c y Club (French Derby). In 
third place in the Classic, beat- 
en two and a half lengths, was 
Astarabad, who had been been 
further behind Cloudings on his 
previous start in the Prix Lupin. 
Cloudings will be ridden by 

Olivier Pcslier, who was aboard 
John Gosden's Benny The Dip 
when he won the Dante Stakes 


at York. As Frankie Dettori, the 
other jockey to partner Benny 
The Dip this season, is also com- 
mitted elsewhere - to Godol- 
phin’s Bold Demand - Gosden 
has recently been on a jockey 
hunt That quest ended yester- 
day at the door of Willie Ryan. 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP; Zlggy’s Dancer 
(Chester 910) 

NB: General Haven 
(Warwick 5L45) 

“Vfe discussed ail the options 
regarding jockeys with the own- 
er. Landon Knight, last night 
and Willie was ms choice," the 
Nemarkcl trainer said. “It’s not 
an easy race in which to bring 
over an American and expect 
him to fly round because knowl- 
edge of Epsom is everything. 


“Willie has ridden quite a lot 
for me and there were a couple 
of other guys available who’ve 
hardly ridden for me. We talked 
about Gary Hind and about 
Tbny Garth, who rode him in his 
first two races. But Tony 
thought he might boil over be- 
fore the horse.” 

Ryan has finished fourth in a 
Derby (on Faraway Dancer in 
19S6), but last time he rode in 
the race he almost finished in 
hospital after being unseated 
from Foyer three years ago. 

The bulletin from the Man- 
ton sickhouse yesterday was 
that both Romanov and Single 
Empire worked pleasingly and 
showed no sign of the malady 
that has taken some of their sia- 
blemates. “They worked well 
and they will both run.” Peter 
Chapple-Hyam, their trainer, 
reported. “! will leave it up to 


John Reid as to which be rides 
but I imagine he’ll go for Ro- 
manov.” 

The Irishman was third on 
Romanov in the Irish 2,000 
Guineas two Sundays ago,whOe 
David Harrison rode Single 
Empire when the partnership 
captured the Italian Derby on 
the same afternoon. “They are 
both outriders,” Chapple-Hyam 
conceded. "Romanov is step- 
ping up in trip but I think he wdli 
get iL Single Empire is a good 
price considering Bold De- 
mand, whom he beat conceding 
weight at Newmarket, is only 20- 
1. And he is a proven stayer.” 

Also double-handed is Bar- 
ry Mis, who, given his record 
in the Blue Riband, could sad- 
dle all but one of the field and 
sc£U have to be satisfied with the 
nmner-up sloL The Lam bo urn 
trainer saddles Musalsal and 



Entrepreneur has time on his side 


Entrepreneur is the business. 
That is the view of Chris Wright, 
who compiles Timeform's 
much-respected time figures 
which numerically measure a 
horse s ability in terms of the 
tune it records, rather than by 
torm-book study based on 
pounds-per-lengt'hs. Wright's 
figures suggest the 2,000 
Guineas winner will be as hard 
to beat in the Derbv as his short 
pnee suggests. 

. “Entrepreneur recorded a 
tune figure of 131 when he 
won the Guineas," Wright 
says. “That is the best perfor- 
mance on the clock by any 
Guineas winner since Zafon- 
ic in 1993. 

“The nmner-up, Rewoque. ler 
the form down when sixth in the 
Irish 2,000 Guineas but he has 
since been to found to have a 
runny nose. Desert Story, sixth 
to Entrepreneur, ran a decent 
race in the Dante Stakes at 
York, and ninth-placed Green 
Card performed creditably in 


Timeform’s clock expert gives Ian Davies his Derby verdict 

plac 
him 


the Heron Stakes at Kemploo 
recently. The Guineas form is 
sound." 

Wright continued: “Entre- 
preneur is bred to stay a mile 
and u half. Some people say he 
showed so much speed in the 
Guineas that he may not have 
the stamina for Epsom but, if 
Entrepreneur hadn't run in the 
Guineas and you just looked at 
his pedigree (he is a frill broth- 
er by Sadler’s Wells, to Dance 
A Dream and Sadler’s Image, 
who both stayed well] you 
would say *he is bred to stay a 
mile and a half, wouldn’t you? 
I think he'fl stay and I think he'll 
win." 

The other Derby trials have 
failed to throw up a serious ri- 
val to Entrepreneur, Wright 
feels. He went oru “Benny The 
Dip returned a time figure of 
115 when winning the Dante 
Stakes. That's a decent figure, 
but not startling and sixth- 


placed Apprehension coa- 
ted this when running just a 
fair race behind Fahlik at Don- 
caster subsequently. 

“Moreover, there has to be 
a question mark over whether 
Benny The Dip will stay the ex- 
tra two furlongs. He certainly 
seems unlikely to improve for 
the step up in distance. 

“Silver Patriarch was visual- 
ly impressive when winning the 
Lingfield Derby Trial. He obvi- 
ously stays well and acts on a 
switch-back track. However, 
his time figure of 98 was mod- 


TOP FIVE ON 
THE CLOCK 


Entrepreneur 

131 

Fahris 

119 

Benny The Dip 

115 

The Fly 

110 

Musalsal 

109 
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been 2:« mile s by C r~yzcr from Miptehura. West Stager. 


13 «*£LWU(9](D)(BRTD9anwi88. 
331364 FREY BOSS f22)fl?W Kemp B a 

2 FOUOOfiE (9) (Bfl D Lcder 8 8 

U LADY MOLL (39) (D) R Boss 3 B 

3 SAMAttHanSB- 


..JdtotayB 
_J0*n3 
_L Dettori 5 


I Carol 7 

RHfcL 

_£0uffekl9 


TIE PRUSSIAN QUS( C Smh B 5 _ 

- 10 declared - 

BETTMfc 1M Fottua, 4-1 1* B-2 Mean. 8-1 Rnd Deane. lft-1 
doing Places, 12*1 Heavenly Abstnaa, Angel HR, 16-1 others 


[goo) 


DON & RAYMOND GB80N HANDICAP 
(CLASS E) £4300 added 2m 35yds 

44163 PAR/UXSE fMVY |U) (U) C E^rzon 8 10 0 L Dettori 6 B 

0500-5 REGAL EMRE (128) M Hammond 4 9 13 — ._GDefteMB 

-21200-MUBANK{!5)(QRWHa8i799 StWtwortbS 

' 2100-5 AMIIRGE(7)(0)MBmai7 8lO~^-~^ JCam*8 

65000 SO KB4 cm ABatey4 fl6.-:.r. ■ ' ft Orter 4 


0*342 R0MAUIO(U) M BtartoanI7&2 — 
21000 SUSM BAR (18) Me M teeJey 6 8 0_ 
060-25 AMOR BEN 02) MSoKHty 5 710- 


_JQotwi2 

JMnfl 


[630 


TEAM RATING RELATED MAIDEN STAKES 
(CLASS E) £4025 added 3YO lm 100yds 


1 2-2332 MB MRAWSE (9) T J NaifJ’Tnfi 9 0 JDSm«i(3)2 

2 604 NERONUN SOI B HJis 3 0 JJIfflsl 

3 0440 CORAL STRAND (30) J Vote. & 11 N Coanortm 4 

4 00352 SKNSANDW0NDfflS(B)CC)(M8U LDdloriB 

BETTING: 6-4 Sgns And Wonders, 2*1 Mr Paradfce, 7-2 NeraaMn, 13-2 
Coral Strand 

7rihl KENNEDYWOTS HCAP (CLASSi cirVl 
D) £5,000 added lm 100yds I^T -i l 


FaHqr(3)3 

000000 SMPSMNC&lOJDon&KOlncsaA 710NeilUMr7B 
-SdacMicd- 

MMrwn tue^tc 7s! 10b True ftanofcap wagne Shtii Dancer 7e 3 Sl 

BETTWG: 5-2 Rarartto, 114 Pndn Nary, 5-1 Jrador Be>v SI Regal 
Eapa, S-lteRra*. lD-lAatets, IB-1 So Raw. 20-1 others 

RACING RAGES HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
£4*500 added 7f 100yds 

060-24 MOUNTGAIC (8) (CO) U Bety 59 12 Don McXeoxi 3 

45-065 LEGAL SSUE Ori MW 1*015813 Rlaffta2 

510005 SMW(USA)(19}JC*r48U PSbanflaAU 


0-0606 tERTAIM (3) PD) M Ware 5 10 0 


iCamffS 


00-012 tASPOLDUMOM>mmGOttqd4B10 
0000 IMKtBDALE (14) R Basmsn 4 8 S 
504-05 JAVARDtB) JFfcfioad582 



_l 0*D) 7 B 


LKJOUU teniWM 1 91 «WW| m * W ->e 

000110 USEE ARCH BRSXX (4) (CO) M JohnsW’ 5 9 10 it»i— 

■■■■■■■ — Deaa MeKacwn 4 B 

0051 PBWY(2)MW*W»'490(6eM L D«ttnd2 

04043 MURPHTSSOUHlDfCO) HFdtie. 6 7 11 RWhstoo{7)X 
- 4 declared - 

BEITW6: 15-B Tertuaa, 5-2 Pefcaj. 11-4 Three Artb Bridge. 4-1 Uurpb/s 
Odd 


•00060 BJROSCEPnC(6) (CO)TEasaby580_RWlnstoe [7)8 B 
OOCCO ORH.IAD(SJWDmEn«ol«to4 71D-JSmlMfcr5a 
-8dedMM> 

MfafrrunMe»)C rslQD. Tax handkap wlffc One! UdTaBD. 
BETIW& 94 uoontsata, 4 UmbBmL Eure SecfBe, S-l Dbpol Otaead, 
7-1 Ufiri heae, 8-1 S8MS, 20-1 Uarttadato, 25-1 OM lad 


aoo 


ryq ffl HILARY NEEDLER STAKES 
I *-30 1 (class B) £15000 added 2VO 5fL — 

... m MaVaDmer' 


EDWIN STARR NIGHT MADEN STAKES 
(CLASS D) £4300 added 7f 100yds 

00 CHffCONNECIIONStU|MBaB)Y4 9 7 ACoftnel 

0 FQES7 SKMAL (43) MB0Ban3Bll ICaneflS 

3-3 6EJCROOS LBRA(1^ ®f) D Lode’S 8 U 1 Dotted 4 


t 53341 

? 1 FOREST TREASLSE (1«[D) J 8 l 

3 221421 HEA V94.Y ABSTONE (14XD) P Ensps 8 12-A » 

4 231 WUWMfllfflC OererS 12 IWBMa 


BEnMB: 4-7 Generous Ura, 2-1 MRIte. 7-1 SpeedhoM, 60-lethea 


36 SPSOBOATfUSA) (23) JLEfe3811 — Dev Ucg«»in5 

20-35 AUCHLAS (14) WR HSJi3 86 BMM2 

-5 


7 2006-0 SAMARA SOM (39) I 4 11 2 Ifr T MeCwthy B 

« 246W TOKASHEW©(12)7DonneAr8U)13-lfc , MHI*ud**B 

9 boOflO umscms&p i*#n3105 Mr 1 3*er (<) 4 8 

10 4-OOW ASTSSt 77) (O) J Sraley 9 10 2 IfcRthorstoB UB 

11 0450-0 HWOOWHP)MRBosley51QO 

12 -20543 ZAW»N(7}OTJBra^6913-- MrieahMataM? 

13 56300 UJRWSSOUJ (12) ATanM 7912 MrJReeel 

- 13 declared - 

BerWftMOse-Ja^ 1M lfc^S19tee«1d0it«d,*-lt9D0*M 

Boy, Samara Scwft Asterh, Z**m. 10-1 othera 


^WARWICK, ii 

HYPERION ^ ^ 

Ven ' 

lab wmsome Wooster 5-15 Nopalea 

GOING: Firm. 

^i^SStSSSSSSStm.^ l==1 aautxj ... . w 

C^wSB. CAB PARK: free. - ^ ^04)8^4 9 8_W 


ig MIDSUMMER HANDICAP (CLASS D) 
£4 300 added lm 2f lC^yds 
..... Dies mi (C&l BHantuv 810 0-_IStadkl 


■ (E) 


214(124 GSBM. HAVta W tor, H 

7 01-001 BLOCKADE (7} 64 ^ 8 & 6 “ 

a _ 9 dedared- 


—c.urre <n/la2fh._ ..n— -nawuJWtelLlMBansnlHweB. 


avi;.m from MiHdlei mi*. ewry, 

iESSSS'-”” Sssssaassaasa 

4 “ “ISSriAiieaxuDjRH 


• OOfefiU-S^ — I Bdd 3 

UDOBHifcST 

onuATOCT R r^nm B 7 

r haLQZZA p3) P n 

00 ScM^S 


H.JilHewy (3 8 
IHasteiM 



^ ffisscuemeswiEs (cuss 

R £3^00 atided 3YD 6f ,aad 9 

MOWfW^ («> (7)8 


4 

sms u,u M w». w "*« l6w ^ 61 “ 

lyCdORGRf 


112500 

-00062 — - 

i • OOQO-O HMD 1 ® *** Sengg * 

s S44& a&M ^ 2 

■ 

a W» , M Hwl TO 



\ B siHSSi 

9 „ s S^Jb r ss — »— 7 

--saBns^ssws 3 ® 

r PRINCERIH^BTFHJJ^FBAAMNHM 1 ^ 
[ 5-^l KaP (CLASS D) £4^00 added 5f 
, 444232 MMtaiaWTN>amn39 M 

i ™SSs='--«! 



trai OW 20-1 Hmodai Btfa-traMa 


erate and be goes to Epsom 
without ever having ‘done a 
time’. Moreover, I suspect he 
may be best with give in the 
ground.” 

Grapeshot is now on the 
doubtful list following an injury 
setback. He won the Predomi- 
nate Stakes well enough, but 
clocked only SO. and is anoth- 
er who, even if able to run, 
would have to improve to have 
any chance. 

Wright thinks the best each- 
way value may lie with Fahris - 
generally 14-1 - who has not 
run since cloddng a figure of 119 
when winning the Feilden 
Stakes over Imlf at Newmar- 
ket in April, but is bred to stay 
well. The Fly looks a decent 
long-shot. 

“The Fly clocked a figure of 
1 10 when winning a rated hand- 
icap at York. He was just half 
a second slower than Reams Of 
Verse who was carrying Sib less 


when winning the Musidora 
Slakes over the same course and 
distance the same day. The Fly 
is bred to stay and, at 33-1, has 
an each-way chance of making 
the frame." 

But, if Entrepreneur is a 
tub-thumping certainty for the 
Derby, might is Jess convinced 
that Reams Of Verse will have 
her Oaks rivals off the bridle in 
the paddock. 

u Reams Of Verse's figure of 
111 in the Musidora is decent 
but not outstanding and, al- 
though she races as if a mile and 
a half will suit her, her pedigree 
isn’t exactly packed with sta- 
mina. She's not the sort Td want 
to take a short price about," he 
said. 

Wright reckons the other 
Oaks trials have little to com- 
mend them either. He adds: 
“Crown Of Light (figure of 87] 
and Yashmak [90] failed to im- 
press on the dock when winning 
at Lingfield and Newbury re- 
spectively." 


Pesfien Derby odds are cut 


The Fly, and his son Michael is 

expected to take the ride on the 

former. That could leave The 
Fly post open to a man who has 
already ridden a Derby winner, 
Kahyasfs partner in 1988, Ray 
Cochrane. 

THE DERBY (Eptan, 7 June): ladbrahas: 
4-5 Erereprarar, &1 Ste RarfKti, &3L Bw»- 

nyTheDe, 10 -lCtoudUias, 12-1 Fshr ^20 
1 BoW Demand, 25-1 Symonds Inn. 33-1 
MusafcSU Homanw 8 , The Ry. 40-1 Bre 
pins. 50-1 Ctycral Hearted, Stwanay * 
Taroasa. 100-1 Papua. 

Ffrench takes 
leave angrily 

Rqyston Ffrench reacted angrily 
yesterday after the Brighton 
stewards bann ed him for six 
days for irresponsible riding. “I 
thin k that is appalling,” the 
apprentice jockey said he 
emerged from the stewards’ 
room with a suspension from 
12-14 June and 16-18 June. 

The p unishm ent was im- 
posed for Ffrench’s riding of 
Marchman in the Hove Claim- 
ing Stakes. Marchman, a 10-1 
shot, was first past the post by 

an eased-dewn length and a half 

from Simon Whitworth’s 
mount, Roman Reel 
But the latter had been giv- 
en a hefty bump over two fur- 
longs from home and the 
jjiadngs of the first two were re- 
versed. 

Earlier, Ffrench had scored 
on the 10-year-old Sooty Tern. 
Milton Bradley, his trainer, 
said: “He’s now won over 
£83,000 and he cost me only 
3,000 guineas." 

Results, page 30 


*rr-i— ’—t- 


xmmmmm i^> 


HYPERION 

230 Shegardi 3 jDO Brave Montgomerie 330 Cap- 
tain Carat 4 j 00 Opaque 430 Nifty Norman 5 j 00 
PNBstar 


RAMSDE HALL HOTEL SELUNG STAKES 
(CLASS G) £2375 added 5f 
503401 CAFIAiN CAHAJ (5) (CO) 0 Mdnls69 lOAta %MMa B B 


1 

2 301240 DOUBLE OSCAR (23) (D) D ffcJefc 4 9 ID — IEMw(7)7 

3 316000 KBtEHXKH(28)JJONeB4 9lO 1 Condi 

4 420024 FEAJHBSTOKEUfE f5) (CD) tfesLSktial 69 5 


GOING: Straight course - Good to Firm, round course - Firm 
( Good to Firm In place*). 

STALLS: SfraigiL course - sands side; round course - tnside. 
DRAW ADVANTAGE; High for 57 to 7T. 

■ Left-band „ <wal course, widi rfafrig run-in; tough, gaOoping track. 

■ Course is on AJ. 5m N of town. Mom service to Four Lane 
Ends aatkm from Newrasdc mihmy saban. Bus sctvh* frmu ihcrt 
ADMISSION: Oub S 1 2 <S 1 0 for OAPs and regWured dinbled); 
TauerseUs 10 (i? Tor OAPs and regkiMed itebled); SShvr Ring 
14 fiZ lor OAPs «nd rrgisMred tfis«b5erf). CAR PARX: Free, i- 
BUNKERED FUST TDCB: D«rk Hldnl^tt I B.0OV 
WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: Capuin Cam (1130) 
won ai Cmterick on FVidsy; Always Allgtu f<30) mon sL Newbury 
on Wednesday; tom Lad (4-30) won ai Caacrick on Saturday. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Dooble-J 1.4 JO) has been vn a85 
miks by R MeAuHflc from Lamboum, Bafcsto- Silver Secret (3.00) 
sm 283 miles by II HcaanyEUa from Wrooguon. WBuhkr. Ahvaya 
ARght (4.30) A FUliatar (5JW) sent 279 mites by K Burke from 
Gtnge, Oxfordshire. 


00000 HBtECOMESASTM(t9(D);Car995 Af»*na«2 

563406 PMACEGMEJACX(4)(D)JBBny695 KDarteylV 

504056 RaWfHOUCWP) A UUhafcnd 6 9 5 JQMobB 

PEDtZlI WEas»ty3 8 7 TLtaaaS 


-SdecMmd- 

BFmNG: 3-4 Cantata Caotf, 7-2 Paiacagale Jack, 4-1 DcxAia Oacur, 13- 
AStar.mPatm 


4j00 


[Z30 


‘BET COMPELLING T1MEF0RM COM- 
HBnARCSr MAIDEN SMKES (CLASS D) 
£4350 added 2YD 5f 

0 ATLANTIC VKW6 (20) MJchSKn 90 DHoM8 

WSa»y90 ST 


‘50 YEARS' OF TMEPORAT HANDICAP 
(CLASS D) ESflOO added 2m 

1 -32501 EURnMC(U)(I9mMT(xhrtar5100 SCwtarB 

2 420-15 BA11P0MT PO) (BF) G M Moore 4 9 11 RFbaocfa(5)3 

3 223025 WUFAHffR)Cl^ffhbeistB»fl£»6 LMM4 

4 60022 OPAQUE (23J W Sersy 5 9 5 S«Mbi0dk2 

5 333-15 QREArORAnON(mgRF1WBDn88U IQiteS 

6 2630W THUNDBINBUn' (578) (D) R Alan 6 8 4 IFaoBktfl 

_ j rtMTllj 

8H7W6: 2-1 Qnbryonte, 94 Opoqoe, M MfotaL &oot OraSos, S-l 
MooteL 20-lTBuatterhaart 


430 


2 SIEQ«RDi{lJS)D LOder 90. 


L Dotted 2 

S1EKM<GEORGEMBnnan90 : K 0*1*1 

50 miBALHONEirn Mo A SonDank 8 9 BDufMd4 

0 WSHAUAH(U)UToitwmrB9- 
0 JMCOONA (9) 78809189- 
RXW CHOICE J Bedel 89. 

-SdcdWad- 

BETIMfi 5-S ShagardL 9-4 ABMie VUg 10-1 RJdi CWtea, 1S-1 Ja- 
tnyortol Hooey, fhMkh 


‘WMWTTHTWEFORM’HAMNCAP (CLASS 
D) £SflOO added 3YD 6f 

2GD-20 DQUBUJ(20)KMoWn9 7 BDo>4a8 

20-100 MGKrFUGHT(2Q)mjJ0TMI93 8MMM3 

2203-1 WFTV NORMAN (mJBeny 9 Z KDartay 7 

062-10 ntMCE D0AE (U) U UAne 8 II 
3-6230 7M>flNWEIHBGE<19DSn(ft8a 


022041 AUIMVSAUBHT(7)(D)KBlxlF65(6ad. 
00003 STRESS GIRL Q.7) D Mafias 81 
050441 RUM UD (4) <D)jJQum 713(6o« 

-8 



[q n?S1 BUCKNALLAUSTK HANDICAP (CLASS C) 
£8^00 added 3YO lm 

1 01255 ATLANTIC DESKE (SG) M Johnson 9 7 LDoQoriS 

Z (M2 SWBt MONARCH (111 IN) E (Xrtop 9 3 KDariqr4 

3 231-2 - BRAVE MOMQ0MBBE (lfl UK L Ptnau 9 3 IComIS 

4 1-230 NO MORE PRESSURE 09) (D) Ms 1 Fbmsdsn 9 2 

Ihilnl 

5 13- RADBNACaqM Johnston 9 2 DHofiaod7 

6 03-142 BOATER CUT) (D) 0 Mortey B 8 RF0aeeh(S)5 

7 5-4230 BaUNTERRV(aO)7GBBdy86 LOmaoak2 

8 0035- SUBt SECRET pJS) M Healon-£Cs 6 5 COMMAS 

-IteM- 

BETTWG: 114 Super Moaarefa, 54 Boater, 11-2 Attack: Daetm, 
Kadeeoa, 7-1 Bam MeatSDamte, No Men Pmamn, Bafito Tony, 20-1 
SDrer Secret 


BETTWG: 7-2 JBtty Honan, 4-1 Ahnye ARfibl, 9-2 Rn Led, 5-1 
DoaMe-J, Expreea GM, 10-1 N^t FDfibt. Mece Done, Dw Oe The 
Bridge 

fc aa] r nPTOP TMEF0RM RATINGS’ LIMITED 
L^rrJ STAKES (CLASS F) £3^00 added lm 1/ 


1 

2 

430003 «BIIBEJ0MICU)JftMB498 

&231D SUM MARK (lfij Mrs A5*W*»*6 98 — 

— SNMbwrfll4 
GMBeldB 

4 

D0AC0 DESB& CAT & U Wane 4 9 6 ~ 

) CarTtW 2 

6 

-62001 DtSPOi GEM (8) (D) PCator4B5— 

_K cantor* 


-6 

BETTWG: 54 PNbtat, 2-lDfepel Gobi. Ut 2 t 
8-1 Desert Cot, 68-1 Dak WdbMbt 


i Join, 7*1 S« Mark, 


HYPERTON 

630 Maijaana SSO FfestMog 7420 Landord 730 
Mousehole 830 Blazing. Castle 830 OPALETTE 

(nap) 


8 234546 C0l£HBGE(U)<D) j SbedaiSSS SDneM8B 

9 30-323 OUNCOMGEHAU.(29)CCyxr4 81 AVMMe«7 

10 402-30 BWKA(24}JH4bs6710 NWdty5 

11 556056 MKWPWHB8E«MHUweB5710 — DMBBte(7)3 

-Hi 


Mitnum weighc Ta 10b. Tfue tvrtiaap welffK: fttaetfr W Sbi 
BETTWG: 7-2 P H S COn fiw Hal. B-2 CoTaridfa, U2 AcOoe JaMeoe, 7-1 
UallMesMjeft)ae,8-lPleaaurelaBd,lendord,ChezQRBba^GMa,20- 


GOING: Good to Firm (Good In places). 

STALLS: couiee - sands akle: roimd course - OBtmde. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Low for 5T* 6t Wpb for 7T lo laf. 

■ Bigtu-hand, undulating course «Ui a ran-bi of one furlong. 
M Course is Cm Wot lowr off AJO. Wesienhanger siaJon (ser- 
vice from London, C hari n g Cross) adJoms course. ADM ISSI O N: 
W (under- 1 6* free ). Plcnte park M per ear ft S4 per person. CAR 

PARK: Free. 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Utdestoee Rocket (8-20). Robec 
Gtrl (750) tnaored). 

WWNKBS DJ THE LAST SEVEN DATS: None. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Landlord (7-20) has been eem 
9 13 mBei by P Bowm from llmaltatoest, Dyfed; Mfiadeel (8201 
eau 279 miJ» Mra L Sujbba (rdm Hifflon Scssay. Nonh Y«Mk- 
shire. 


7J50 


&20 


PEDUNGE AMATEUR RDERS’ LMTED 


STAKES (CLASS F) £3^00 added 6f 
189yds 

010140 DWtJD (7) W 0 Chapmai 6 11 4 HttROerka 

80040 SAJOfi raw JUrifi MrTWBMreraS 

450060 SPECXACLEJN (4}BtaKC8110 J4rtK»r(5)3 

00-212 IMRMAHA(4)mPVOiqn410ia 

4+0(0 l®W«A (9) BMman 3 10 *- 


jftBSSnmt&ra4 

JfrLJrtfcRfl 


ROMNEY MARSH HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
£4^025 added 6f 

062-00 MOUSEHOLE (U) W RGuea 5 100 DMBhsOU 

-S222 WmWDALEPl) W DBswVi 4100 RHb0ns14 

50-300 D0BRAE(25)WDH«UBf&rt»i5912 TQifinnS 

26500 SHAMNS*YC12)PHorfng49J 

01560- AURtfS GRACE P72) (CO) Q»f Keae^i 59 4Daoe OTk* 1 

1133-2 TBIAS COWGBB. ®3) W H VSrd*dUB»l (W) 7 9 1 

AlhataeflUB 

7 210+O MVQlEENlBBAN(3a)WUsAKne4BlQ^AGaa2 

8 00302 HrSRRliraSDo*489 A0riy(^12 

9 4131-0 RDBECGBiPfl} (D)hMeAififc389.— WJOTOc«or4V 

10 00051 0raa.YWWHttcJan4B9(7o<) — 

11 00066 ROCNCWOHfaflWGAtaW80n586_Gtadee*»B 

12 15006- WCE8S DREAM (252) (CW Pa MCriei 8831 Feitoi 13 V 

13 00300 PEIBlPBMCr(7)StM*384 A*habn(3)3B 

14 506482 MJ«Bpi)P|t>HWb****67n JFNortmlOB 

15 00000 WHAM SERENADE (2$ R Sntsm 6 7 10 1 Fade (7)8 

-15MN«d- 

Mrnun wetfc 7a ICBt Tn« Medfcep mge bifcn ftwwfc 7tt 4®. 
Btn»G:rt-2EftftB)LlMwaBeDBKDee^,MRndKiw^r,10- 
1 Maaehale. Dentoee, Mek, 22-1 otters 


fiWWWWWHRWiwid*-' ■■■ 

060-10 MUSCXDUM (37) (D) (BR 6 rife 3 10 3_Jft C 8 HA (5) 6 

BEUWG: 13* torarm, MHatan, 2-1 Ihetetona, 6-1TWWL 2S- 
1 Spectacle Jto, 33-1 San 

EBP HYTHE MADEN FLUES' STAKES 
_ (CLASS D) £4350 added 2Y0 6f 

00 AnsiMWlWM«iPDiAftwaU_Atae«C|«fcra + 

0 RBWOSWPCoieBU— j-jqgwi 

44 - XlmeCn 5 S . 

— - jj firntoi (3) o 

,WJ0Xm«r3 
DramT 
Fortran 2 


&20 


BJS0 


52 FIICXAX (18) R&JES8U 
KAKEITS0 JSMmeSll- 


8 «SAR0W£»*(C*?»8U-7 

2 MUFTWTBfiRM PRWRDafBll 

-7 deetared- 

BETTB^ 54 Oral Dance, 3-1 MriWSarf ; 7-2f^»«<Mlftt , Gd- 

Je, 7-1 HBfcv, Ifrl After Daw, 2S-L Hake tt 5o 

I -7onl BROADSTAIRS HANDICAP (CLASS F) 
L™zJ £3300 added 2m 93yds 
1 023210 SPRW6 HAMTHON (W Mb P ftfiMd 7 

tSSSSS ira R ore-498 fi teem 10 

>• •nrawtin* fffl US P 


03350- 

66138 

0-0223 

0066+ 

00-256 

00406 


PLEASwHAW IW n * 

MATTHMsiiwnQisia2)nMaBSW0S493 — — 

_ taeDIMBS 

ACHON J«6W 19) (BF) B^ McUoti 5: 8^ 13___T*te^ 4 

i miw a (ill Pdawgi 5811 MtedrafS 

CHS CATALAN pm) RAtaWR688_— JttetenllB 
VEROMnHIANOO RRh0an485— BffStan2 


HASTWGS SELLWG STAKES (CLASS 0) 
£2£75 added 5f 

06600 BASHRLBRAVE (6) (CO) B Ba^i B S3 0*43 

06300 UNION RKK(29}WAVafldShaa0ien(Brt)5 93 

JHteMMlrtKGB 

06«54 S0UW1IC1RUMnr{2)(D}RStfiH593-JtlMbra7 

44044 TEE-Bfll (1$ CD) (BF) R Season 7 9 3 SDraewZB 

-00406 BUZWQCASllE(5)WW6MTnner3S10 

— ' J> Swee ney (9 4 

fi -60060 Um£SR»ltO«ffraWMjr3810-Jte«OT*«lS 

7 205 W5nCAL{5)ttsLSatts3B5 SS»4w5V 

-7dBEbrad- 

BETTWG: S-l Sairnifae 7-1 Btadng Cteto, 1M IMoo Rock, 

UttHteM Racket, MysflcM, 7-1 Tee-Brau 12-1 BrafiM bM 

DEAL FLUES' HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
£4jQ25 added lm If J49yds 

1 81-266 AUKK HAFW d®GByl«E«y 4 1D0 RH*k8 

2 20001 0MlHlE[»miafrHHnB4a9 W Ryan 4 

3 2-3203 PASSAGE CRHPWGP2)SD&r498 4MyHS 

4 32 03 51 M0WIAW PS) (CO) D Hafti Jone^ 813-— ACtediT B 

5 (£052 QUfflra WSKMA H P Cote 4 8 8 TQbMbI 

B 2 50 WTSA»NO(485DCa®ae387 SbM|7)3 

20+22 BB HONDA (T)canan3B4 GBhM2 


8-50 


g 4-10 FOR6EnORBBNDMEraJSUQoe3 713 


JHnwCnekraO 

-Sdadawt- 

BE7IW® MOptette, Mow lMr,MO»rt !«!««, 6-1 W* Hon- 

te,FMWttotantatee,01Alwi»H«pWiMWPwegeCraepnftPat 

MM 




L40 Great lytti Lass 
710 Myttons Mtetake 

7j 4Q Marafinga 


hypewon 

I^Scenicris 

WjftrewedlMyLoTO 
- ^Zgg Vs Dancer 


COJNG: Good lo Finn. 

STALLS: lm 2f-ou»de; nemetai, _ h-w, 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Low numbers bear of ui if 

■ Came ta near ooitre of dry on A548. Cheater 

5wi»a«ek«ureS!F.: ftoersfe J8- iw S '?" 1 ***»• ADinsaCHJ: 

BIDING TRAINERS WTTB PARKi 

gNeea«K«ra ratio of ISAAi and al«« io ‘ nnu,lra 

JSwra, 141 rum** 9420%, -S74 .«Tb j 13 
+il IDO: P F ICote- 8 amnas. 49 "Jwwu. W nmnera. 12J%, 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: Pa Eddery _ _ 

Sr- 16«lnneK> 7 1 ridra, »l. WyTSaL ii- 1 K ^ 

4114E0: W* SwWram — 13 rrinnera 48 78rtfcs ' ,7 - 9%t 

BUNKERED nHST TOIE: 

WINNERS WTHE LAST SEVEN DATS: GedaerTiS^jr^ WjWL 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: SumaM 

rant 341 mfltt by C Moore faun “ nic# hw 


BRYMAU BWES MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) 

W 5f 

0 AtlMAfTB (9) (H S L Ltmfflffi 0 ftoofc 9 0. . 

DBMBtCMEE (HQ IE H Jones Atoms) lu r Mrrwm qTT 

jaaffiwop&tfaii)BUdam9o 90 “ 




BWBl DMDSK (Pew 0m*, Eflsan so 

0402 VOWRSBINjlljw^MaedHbJBtefcta^ 

S9eTttS.'lsr ii =^^ : 

3 GREAT iyTHUSS(lU(»rPuOTPEX 89 

MB MW (tehi tera A Mee^S««5T^. 3 8 ^ 

-9dedared- 


.TGKeta^iBl 

I F Egan 4 

T E Doras (5) 9 


1 
2 
3 

A 

5 
B 

7 

8 
9 

BETTIME 3-1 Greet LynLaee, 7-2 MaMayr&iYeiMuBm >iiiijljTju _ 

KKLGOlWora. M-l MWer tanrafe. Cwta< & ‘ 1JbmD,To °' 

199t Omera CRy 2 9 0 L D«w 51 (B Gu«i> flewi 01 5 
FORM S1IDE 

jjjjjp was having he fourth run. There are some Vktfv-knk- 

m ¥^ ^ teflw i?*r * ,Jai:h . Ba ! yiea * yhashl5 i 1 * wrt taslinnenowanditiesoee(lihi-bmd. 
a 1 7.0Q(^yffi yearfnfc is eeri anl ycrw m m mud. The txxDarg oi Pa Ecfcterv torRag 
HoNrutieairs Suave Dancer filly Cbaeatoim CaHLri is prebNUv gimifkant alttmipn hnr 

so a teed to neve speed. Seteraons D6RMER CHOSE 

NWS BANK HANDICAP (CLASS C] £12000 
added 7f Penalty Value £Sy481 

50105 CHOWMCXA(lfll (CO) IWertty UowAjaor&i B Pafc»691D 
5/645 BUSraeD)(Bf)(GV»aeg)GWreg595 . _ 

22-13 THJFOJO (27) (Bf) (Bare Pharos Dloda 3 Qa 

53-310 ALBHtrTM BEAR 02) (CD) (Drs Deuern I Bern 49 4 
05050 VAN GURP (20) (Bmme Sbu Lttll 0 Mcitron 4 9 3 

031111 GAUGE ra (0) U B Wteod A Baley 6 B 12 I6ac 

-20000 DHWH>ftAIURE(ia (Derek WJtfmiiHyiSrareiA 8U _____ 

231253 AfiMOREtelifflayyeiomflftiCwpticPwEAfiwssio itetawi 

012000 Wfi NWrTNCg E(T)(CP)(Bf)iAni)ianfAix>BM5>MCremw7B9 



00040 SUAUM1 {27) (D) (Neel Sweneyi K Hcfirereoj 489. 


P P Ikeptqf (3) 6 V 
PatEddoy 5 


U -06662 ST0PPK BROW (7) (to (C J ftonmi) G L Mocre 5 8 6 CradyMontaliV 

12 880640 ICANTtiaBBBIiaB(CBlftlgGrtHB)BgiffPftaMt.4/> / rr ^ .8 

13 622430 MWTOIIglMSIAKEWIPl Canon MWnttt A B«e^47in Nn lMiBl 

BETIMRT-aeadte, 5-1 Noam MrMttflay, 152 Chtekemcta. 8-lTaoSto, StanM Burn, lfl- 
1 Albert The Bora. Rente— rae. 12-1 otten 

19te Knottteneeze 6 8 5 L Dntcn 4-1 jt ^ IM Oiarmui) tem 13) 12 rai 

RUN GUIDE 

A tow drawwwJd have been an Bdrantage tor bom-runra* CADGE, but a fas son shouttf 
see tam boo a lead end he could wen wm aptt by res seventh B .ww & me yw am 
flftb n a row. Atari Ba ley's runner, tailed ori as an Ayr and Cup contender, won easily 
at that eouree on Sa&nday wer sa tuilongs, and he wtt be difficult to each round Ura 
sharp sewed. tMien be tplmd tus previous win a Goodwood. Cadge bad fOmMieeneoz* 
a tatigih and e half behind in ted. with Stoppen Brow just under ttvee lerems further 
behind risWJi and Afcert The Bear wel beaten mi2th of 15. Kneteteeneeza, who «m 

the corresponding race last ywrr. has a 121b pul with Gadge. but Gadge IS in suen good 
form AM he can wm agaet. Stoppes Brow went on from Goodwood lo be nmer-up to 
Winsome Wooster at NevAury, with Knobbteeneeze ony 10th, and b 31> Inver now. He 
has won Die limes on the UngKid aU-weather. so dearly handles a strap teft-handad 
course. TrartBo. beaten just a length by free Harebcep wetor Hidden Meadow at YbrK In 
Aiitfist, reeday^tsolted oddson status at Bavertoy on his return but was taitod off last of 
dues to Qve Me A Ring In the (testa* Oaks ouer 10 fbrlongs hem Iasi bme. That de- 
faat can ba eNtened by the heavy 9 txm and he w« be better meted ly this evenrefs 
surface, butte trip may prme too strap. Nomore Mr Mcetfiy is m psod form, Iasi nme 
IMshmgthnrt nl^fseer In a vaiuebio Yo ib handicap. He was three len£0tsbeHnd I Cant 
nsreeirfiwr when they were fourth and fifth u> Greet Chid here before that and reop- 
poses on the same terms. CWefcevricka was nor beaten farm fifth id We ton awiM at 
Newmartoc last time but looks h)£i enou£i in the hambeap. «rt»)e Igwy-reced Me may 
also need to drop m the ratings- sefeettora GAUGE 

BODBMB STUD CONDmONS STAKES (CLASS Cl p^u a 
£8j000 added lm 4F 66yds Penalty Value IsgffjBl 
£6y356 

1 14040- MANALWGA (179) (D h R 4 Mr J BC0har)ladyHamesS93 JtodBMay2 

2 44141/ NBHTWAICII (USA) (G22) (The Queen l Bdring4 8 ll PetGMaiyl 

-Zds c ta w d- 

BETTW& 56 Mwatafa. everts NtfR WMcb 

1S96E Matabou (USA) 4 9 U L Deoan 54 tov (5 b«i Swwo dram (2) 5 m 

RNBf GUIDE 

MARAUNGA radmr lost lus way m the letter part onset season but 16 the safer choice 
against N&t Wench, who iressea ad of laa season. Maralnp landed a Wlre&or condi- 
tions race py a neck from NNochevie m Augua. making al the naming, and may need 
to lead his sole opponent all the «ey this mrafing. Mght Watch had useful form at on, 
winning twice owr a rn4a. on tha second occasion n a thme-nmner race at PontefiacL 
but mat was in September 1995 and he has not raced since. Setectkm: Marsfinp 

PAT WHELAN HANDICAP (CLASS D) ESflOO added lm 2f 
75yds Psnatty Vabie £3,47$ 

31/055 BAyOFBLAM»(ia)ra(BloomstuySnri)DMDmB59U-_-- — 

251632 HASAJia.(USA)(lfi) WW O^nnaHm*^ and Odd SnowlP Bare 7910 --- 

— ■ — — ...J rqpnZ 

— M Rabat* 5 
-JWBbtaV? 

IHatrael 

_L0tranock4 
t(5)9V 
JJMHDea 

ira> 
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133042 flMETAHCH (11) WG°f*tte«S)W 14*4 93 

06050(7 SCSBnS(10MsOmmJtf>sniRHc*nshaif4812.- 

420101 ROAD RAC8I (12) [p) 0 E Smad U>S J Hamden 4 8 11 

255530 NORIHBW FAN (18) Srsesbtti Grapl NTlnl*9r5810 

860003 BdOHUFOPN (D)(TTCPdMNLJnmedHi5 7 12 

AMBIDB(m0US(lfi)(MSC»lPUcPI*l)EAtn»57U. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

9 253241 flUBSSTROuS' mraCR E R Bre/ra* 6 7 10 

-9 4eelared- 

Mntnum eeMc 7at 10fc. Tr\K>w*lB3(toel^eO*ifBStcr a7tt!Si. 

BOIWG:MRrad Beera, 7-2 Qrtet Arab, 4-1 RasreiM, 1M AtettMiW, G-lfteera Strote, 

lD-1 Bay Of Hands. 12-1 Berta Rofo, 16-1 oltom 
1396: iftrasoB 4 8 9 L Denon 11-4 lav (R Hoinshead) dram CU 6 ien 
P0IMGUBE 

BAY OF ISLANDS proved useful lor dive Blttaln in threa tuns tjw seasons ^pjwbtding 
upvWthsuccessmaYoil«mBrien«erthistrWmAuei«.HehasshowtiiBretali»aoii- 

Ity lira yeer, finishing three-leriglhs fifth of 16 to Champa^te Prmee and that fiflmg the 
same position behind Premier Generation m a 22-nmrar aflair at Newbuyjtat^nm 
was on soft ground and he shodd improve on the faster ground here. Bond Racarnas 

won«threedrt*e«Bntmpethaw !a *on.twom«esMSouttv«l{AW).thls^toncemPa>- 
teftact and than 12 fijrtor^ at the same eouree tasttmte. He has every ohanre etff a 56 
Nraer nrak than when beatmg Summerrn Speoal a lengm and a oranwBst time, but 

may find this sharp 10 an Insufltaenttest. BasayeTs last win came owr tip aiw 
tm0tam, but he stays further and <ws only rwroMy beaten m third to TneBimei rack rw 
on heavy ground owr 12 futones here hwt month. He fates second to Ssr Precraon at 
Bath was over 13. Quiet Ait* returned to turf with a good second to Effectual at Kemp- 
rat and Ns Ptrea Unweld aiHweanher wins show that he hanaes a p^tt left-hande d nw rae. 
A mMrttaP oue and Ewato Unto may also find Hire a bit too sharp, while Qioeos SPiUler 
has a to do from 8» out of the handicap. Selection: BAY OF BRANDS 

DENTON CLARKE & CO CLAMMG STAKES (CLASS D) 
EBftOO added 3YD 6f 18yds Penalty Value £3^552 

1 21560- DAMS ROCK (1S7) p) 0 Jarmowayt W lAe 9 5 IW*kw»(7)6 

2 064-60 BU?Q«BlMyUJVE(23)CC4 (WHftoraoniyl PCcte813 

3 250-00 BnraRDT7fiSBrraMsJaui7ira)JBaiyB12 

4 165503 C-KABRyp)(D) (D CoppcrhaO R HoMtoead 8 12 

5 231-0 CAU1ION{20|n)aCBnlAE9te«M»UsjRamMai3U 

6 231563 SMUOIOtME(2M(Wmaj»BucUeyftMddehanPBniRaa8VI' , >teamBU}_ 

— — — R FA— Ch (9 TB 

7 51002 MUPdCfi*ALCRLp) (D) (MatturMoBr Arton^ B Pa«rg82 T Spoke 5 

8 50400 WtHBESBRLpB) ® Wesman fr&AS|£4&Baj£) (ifi PBensSl — ffEgamlO 

9 064130 OfltDNG(7)(D)(BI)(Spee!*mGrcUONTr*rei713 LCtmmockBB 

10 600000 JORTU-Jtirora (EBerekm) BBeurtt 7 ll tamWrod»(5)« 
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BBTBtfc 7-2 OeeMon. 51 Baytced Itmiet. Slo— ga, 84 I teM p e l GM. CMMag, 7-1 C-fkmy. 
B-l FmeweB My in— M-l etera 
1996: Swtdoen 3 8 12 K Dartgy 10-1 (I Beny) drawn ®) 11 ran 
FORM GUDE 

c— don is a haU-staterto Fe*)wm®. who *«n 10-funong handicaps for the Ramsdens. 
so it vkO be mtareettng to see if toe is sored by this trip Wbwng her reappearance m 
the mie race won ty Out Of at York. A wmrw owrttfis mp A ten. Caution mrat 
go on the snorttta now she is dropped into a ctatmer. whfts ftjtod raw and Went 
Eas Girt tor* betmr off a the merits and can figure more prominently than they haw 
done In hanOcaps. Beyfdid Thrust has probably been paying the penalty tor atoning a 
Musaeiburgh maiden and a Doncaster conditions race early on as a JuwnAe; Weei Ees 
Ori was quite h#Yy tried after wirtnuigiuffl a fhe-ninner ntetan on her racacoine de- 
but at Notttfffwm. ASfvx&i Went Ees GW has been beaten In three preuous «Bs to 
Chester, her founh to Connemara m lest year's DV Afftes Buglets she aca on the Hack. 
Ule Caution, Beyford ThnGt and West Eas Girl, SIOUXROUGE has been found warding 
m rtantfcaps and tttsstou^ra than the earner m which he firtshed third to Good News 
at Brtfgsn (70. Siouiaajge's easy maiden vrtn, however, was at WrMrhampton, so a 
tuning sir such as thre stte hnn. WWt Rpysttm Ffrench booted and Mnkare tried for the 
fbsi nme. he might lust have what It tates to upset some d those trying this gada for 
the flret tune. The could be a more siitable contest for D e m waB My Iftt, whose juve- 
rtie wins ware m a Goodwood seller and a three-nmner taca at Musseburgh. but Darts 
Rock, an ahreather mnner for Sir Msilc Prescott, looks up a^lrtsi n tor her first run rf 
the seesen and only her second ouring on urf. SctocttoK SIOUXROUGE 


9JO 


_MM#ra»2 
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SWETTEfftlAM STUD HANDICAP (CLASS D) £6,000 
added Sf 16yds Penalty Value £44-24 

1 -02200 nGSrSDANCSI (USAJ (17) (CO) [WwFVOttBan/ EAfslcn6912 IF^iG 

2 12-50 BRKO(39)[D}(H)UohrUar*y)Gl«5399 Pad Eddery* 

3 -10564 1KHAFPfFOKra(PMBtaltea)BMMhon595 Ji MrataBB 

4 58820 MU}BUM»ram(4SRed)GLMD»e894 Candy Honh3 

5 9-2100 BCAUVSOIRE(USA)Mm(>hSALaaoay1BPte«9812- 

6 605-00 WI04H^dDICI9mGmf^ftJWtoead48U 

7 000043 B6BERTRASB0Q (C0)(MsHMCan)lfi5JRamston68&~ 

8 09900 T*KM>(30)WJMrtDNAS»lE486-, tenatetol^l 

-8 declared - 

BEim 7-2 Dike, 4-1 The Ham Nat, udder Trader, 5-1 2Iggys tatcer, 7-1 Baeo Vadort, 8- 
1 Pab fitace, 29-1 The HM, 12-1 ILHn-tery 
ISM Qten Roe * 9 * i Qrtm 7-1 (M aanstradl dun 112) 32 rat 
POftM GtJDE 

RwiiteTnrtBr was left tradngas Banzoe and Camaxmeur pulled dear AThssk on Mon- 
day aering, but he had a dbmn behind him and his nmnlnfron fourth to Bteeshtsnills- 
^se at tedcsrhelbreluid nss anotfrasoimd effort 7ha qude fwpptertnce ootid wl 
pay off tut beau VENTURE may not be esqr ffl each now he carries a racing vtofifrt. Ha 
has bean Bitehorad by lOst h «s ^ two starts and he boat afi bar Meranb In a field of 
22 fci bma back at Neffinpiom (6fl. Btyn PWng and Tim Spate won recently at lelc- 
ster wnh another of their older Iwlicappera. Mr Bergaac. Zlggy's teoew oxnes irao 
the teckonlnB an Wsshort-fracf second of 20 fttomd Suprise Mlsstort af TTwsft. (XitPNIO 
Banco, haAig orty her second tvn Tor Gay Moore, may find this tnp on the short side, 
it vras only m tha dying strirfass that she hit fhe front In a sr-Tiiriong handicap at Ayr last 
year when trained ty Dawtd Barron. Bflko nas abSity but doss not seem very robust in 
that he had Just two starts last yaar and broke a Hood vessel at Sandown last time. Sffl, 
fta mss for tfwt rased states handicap on tha strwgfr! of irts comeback fifth be- 

hind Supernal at Kempton rad cannot be rated out S u tocT to n- bemj VENTURE 
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THE ASHES 97: Australian vice-captain warns that one-day international whitewash served only to restore his team s killer instinct 
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H| reakfast with Steve Waugh. With the 
vf first Test at "Edgbaston almost upon us, 
I# and with the Australians approaching 
H, the series in the sort of disarray we notmal- 
gr/“” v ' fy associate with England, the chances of him 
being in a good mood are about as much as 
seeing him smile at the English fielders dur- 
ing the course of this summer. 

Worse still, having realised he was not in 
the hotel reception, I telephone up to his 
room, to be greeted by a groggy voice. “Give 
me half an hour,” he said. And so I did. On 
his arrive! I told him, in a caring sort of way, 
that he looked tired. “Not really.” he 
replied. ’‘It's bow I always look.” So far Steve 
Waugh is living up to his uncompromising 
image. • 

Maybe it's just the shock of being totally 
outplayed in the one-day internationals and 
the near hysteria as a consequence in both 
the British and Australian press. At first 
AAfaugh. the Aussies’ vice-captain, underlines 
the importance of the result “We were play- 
ing for our country and none of us like losing 
at any type of cricket,'’ he said, digging his fork 
into ius sausage with some intent. 

“There are a lot of people disappointed, es- 
pecially back home in Australia. They've grown 
used to uswinning just about everything, and they 
can’t understand how we can lose a one-day se- 
ries 3-0. I'm sure England would have had a few 
doubts after what happened in New Zealand and, 
in particular, in Zimbabwe, but the oa e-day series 
will have given them a great deal of confidence. We 
expected to win. there’s no doubt about that.” 

1 mentioned that one or two former Australian Test 
cricketers had suggested that complacency bad crept 
into the side. “That's garbage,” Waugh replied. 
“There's no easy game any more, especially away from 
home. Even in the last two tours against England, where 
the results say drat we won fairly easily, we ahvays knew 
that they possessed talented players. We just didn’t play 
well, and England were the better team.” 

The funny thing is that when be talks it soon becomes 
clear that tie. is bothered only because be dislikes los- 
ing, and not because he has any fears about Australia's 
eventual success this surraner. While we English seem 
. lo be whooping with delight at the unexpected turn- 
around of fortunes, the Australians, epito- 
mised by Steve Vfaugfi, seem to be biding 
their time, and making mental notes 
which they intend to answer back in 
clinical fashion. - 

‘Believe me, the last thing 
we’re doing is panicking,” 
he said, wanning to 
the . theme. 
We've had 
a hit of 


Steve Waugh does not want to 
succeed Mark Taylor this summer. 
He tells Ian Stafford why 

work to do, sure, but we didn’t want to peak too soon 
in the season. 1 know that I'm beginning to hit the ball 
well, and Glenn McGrath was telling me last night that 
be was just beginning to find his rhythm.” 

And Shane Wfeme? Despite his seven-wicket haul in 
the Derbyshire match, he aid not exactly look like the 
most feared bowler in the world during the Texaco se- 
ries, did he? Wangb smiled. “Let’s hope everyone^ think- 
ing that when the first Test starts. It wouldn’t be a smart 
move. Itwifl be nice to see him rip a ball through dur- 
ing his first over, and then see the frees in die England 
dressing-room.” 

So, in other words, the Australians can live with los- 
ing the Texaco because they have every intention of tak- 
ing die Tea series? “WeB, we’d rather be in England's 
position, because they have a trophy and money in the 
bank, but well do something about h. They played well, 
and their younger players don’t have too many scars 
or cany any excess baggage. But f think they'll discov- 
er lest match cricket to be a different ball game. We'll 
be testing them out to see what kind of characters they've 
goL 

“TWYe the best team in the world, after all, and we've 
won many a series after losing the one-day games. I 
fully expect us to go out there and win. In fact, we've 
already talked asa team about the one-day defeats serv- 
ing as a favour to us. The killer instinct and aggres- 
siveness just wasn’t there but, as a result, it definitely 
will be for the first Test VVfeU be fired up and well play 
a lot harder.” 

Definitely no pleasantries on the pitch, then? “No 
way,” he replied immediately. “Look, after we lost the 
third international at Lord'swe aB went into the Eng- 
land dressing room, congratulated them, and bad a beer. 
That's fine. That's how the spirit should be. But when 
we’re playing in the Test series, we won't be going out 
there to be friendly. We’re going out there to win. It 
was like that when Allan Border was in charge, and you 
won’t see any difference this rime. I wouldn’t enjoy it 
any other way,’’ 

If there is one place Whugh does enjoy his cricket, 
then it is in England. Now on his third tour here, the 
New South Wiles batsman-cum-bcrwler plundered the 
hapless English bowlers throughout the 1989 and 1993 
tours. “That 1989 lour was the turning-point in my ca- 
reer,” he admitted. “I hadn’t scored a century in my first 
26 Tests, and I knew my place was in jeopardy.” Since 
then he has served 12 Test centuries, and has a Test av- 
erage of over SO which has. to date, spanned 89 lists 
and an incredible 221 one-day internationals. 

Yet he has never actually captained Australia in a 
Test match. Will, not up to now. The smart money is 
still on Waugh taking over from Mark Taylor some time 
this summer, unless the present captain can somehow 
rid hims elf of the wretched form that has dogged him 
for the past year. This, one assumes, causes a slight 
moral dilemma for Wiugb. On the one hand, it 
can't be good for the team if their captain bows 
out due to an inability to score any runs. On 
the other hand, it would open the door 
.for the man who was 32 years old on 
Monday. 

Waugh, incidentally, is growing 
friendlier by the minute. He takes this 
'■ . thorny subject like a friendly long hop. 
“If I never captain the Australian Test side 
I’D never lose any sleep over it. mate," is 
his reply. “I always dreamed of playing for 
Australia, but I was never bothered about be- 
coming captain. 

If it happens then, great, h would be a 
tremendous honour. Life would go on if we lost 



Mark, or me for that matter. After all, we’ve earned 
on winning after Border, haven’t we? But the troth is . 
that I want to sec Mark Thylor captain the ride for ail 
six Test matches. Do you wanna knowwby?" ‘ ; 

I nod my head. “WeB, it's not because .1 s$e turn as 
my captain, but as ray colleague and . friend Fve 
known him a long time, and 1 don t like to see anyone - 
struggle. WfeVeaD been there, and weaO know ho whar d 
it is. You’ve got to remember, though, that Mark's scored 
14 Tfest centuries, and that's no mean feaL” 

So, a compassionate side of Steve Waugh rears its 
bead over breakfast. It turns out there’s a lot more where, 
this comes from. This is his first tour as a father. Back 
home outride Sydney, he has a 10-month-old baty dangfr- _ 
ter. I swear be looks all wistful as he talks about this. 

“It’s hard for me on tour because I miss her a lot,” 
he owned up. “I’ve got to come to terms with, being 
away from her. I tend to shut it out for a couple of 
days, and then go and look at ray photo albums for 
an hour or two.” Albums? “Yeah, well. I’ve brought 
around 150 photos of her. Then I'll call home; talk to. . 
the baby, and try to get it out of the way in one, big; 
hit After that I can focus on my cricket again fora 
fewmore days.” 

His other passion is the writing of yet another of his; 
tour which will be published later in the year. • 

TeH him lie's a useless batsman andyoumjghLgeia black 
iookbut suggest, as one writer recently did, that he cm-, 
ploys someone else to write his beloved diaries, and.' 
Waugh explodes. 

“You ran do me a favour, mate,” be says,. “1'ra mean- . 
jug to catch up with the person who wrote that for a 
little chat. The truth is that every word is written by me, 
mid I take great pride in doing them. I write every sin- 
gle night on tour, and I take my own photographs.” 

So its important to you, then? “Yeah, of course. Tm 
a lot different off the field than I am on. People think 
1 never smBe or enjoy life, but it’s my job. and if 1 don't 
knuckle down and do itto the best of ray ability, it won’t 
be my job for long. But die books have been good for 
me, because it's helped to change one dr two percep- : 
tions about me and the team.” 

What, then, did be write about on the night after the 
Australians' third successive one-day defeat? T refe .cd 
to the game, its turning points, my own performance, 
and the Lord’s lunch.” The Lord’s lunch? “Yeah, well 
it was an absolute feast I can understand.why Mike Gat- , 
ting's played for Middlesex for so long. * - 

“Anyway, there must have been 400 plates of fantastic 
food spread out for us to eaL Do you wanna know what 
Shane %me bad?” Go on. “He got himself a toll with * 
some butter, and filled it with HP sauce. There was all 
that food to choose from, and he bad an HP sauce roB.” . 

Now Wuigh is laugh ing handlyactmg like a man both- . 
ered by recent results against England. The first lest, 
of course, starts at Edgbaston tomorrow. As the only 
member of the Australian side ever to ktse an Ashes 
series, when Gatlings men took the honours down un- . 
der m 1986, Waugh not only sees, this first encounter 
as crucial, tie sees the first morning as all-important. 

“If you can dominate the first session, the chances 
are that you will dominate the first day. If you can do 
that, then you're well on your way to winnmg the first 
Test That would place you in a great position for the ■ 
series, wouldn't it?” 

It certainly would. Wbugh made a swift 92 a few days 
ago at Gloucester, and seems to be finding his groove, 
which is good news for him and the Aussies, mid bad 
news for us. Oh. and there is one other omen. 

He has insisted on keeping one half of a red rag with 
him at the crease ever since he scored an unbeaten 157 
against, you’ve guessed it, the English at Headingley four 
years ago. Has he still got it? 

“For sure mate.” be answered, grinning. “But I didn't 
use it for the one-day internationals. I only use it for 
Test trench es” He nodded his head with conviction. ‘Til 
have it with me at Edgbaston.” 


Old pals passing the very best time of day 


Test Match Special was given its 
official title for the first time for 
the series against the West Indies 
in 1957. Fort)’ years ago, on 30 
May, John Arlon. Rex Alston. 
Kenneth Ablack. Jim Swunion. 
Gerry Gomez and BiU Bowes 
came to the microphones at Edg- 
baston to describe one of the mest 
remarkable of Test matches. 

‘Those two pals of mine, Ra- 
madbin and Valentine’’ had 
3pun their way with devastating 
effect through England's batting 
in 1950. In the first innings at 
Edgbaston now, Ramadhin look 
7 for 49. 

After he had picked up two 
more early in the second innings, 
the ghost of Ramadhin was fi- 
nally laid by Peter May and Col- 
in Cowdrey in a record stand of 
41 1 for the fourth wicket. By the 
lime the maich ended ihe West 
Indies, who had kd by 2SS on the 
first innings, were 71 for 7 and 
dose to an extraordinary defeat. 

Tomorrow morning. Christo- 
pher Martin-Jenkins, Jonathan 
Agnew, Fred Trueman. Trevor 
Bailey. Dennis Lillee. Jeff 
Thomson, the ubiquitous BUI 
Frindall and your correspondent 
will foregather in the commen- 
tary box at Edgbaston to describe 
what one hopes wDJ be a Test 
match comparable to that first. 

Test Match Special is a highly 
personal programme, both for 


the participants and for the lis- 
teners. It is a group of friends, 
as Brian Johnston used to say, 
who have come along to enjoy 
the cricket and the occasion 
and to talk about it. 

It may seem almost □ contra- 
diction for me to say dun my first 
appearance as a commentator 
with TMS, at Old Traflbrd for the 
first Test against India in June 
1974, was the most frightening 
experience of my life. 

To start wiLh. I simply could 
not believe that I was about to 
share a commentary box with 
John Arlotu Brian Johnston. 
Jim S wanton and Trevor Bailey. 
We were joined too by the ever 
cheerful Maharaja of Baroda as 
a comments roan, but his pres- 
ence at the start did little to 
.soothe my nerves. 

Somehow, 1 survived what 
began as an ordeal and very 
quickly turned into sheer. 
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Henry Blofeld, a member 
of the Test Match Special 
team since 1974, looks 
back over the first 40 years 


unadulterated bliss. I remember 
that Test match probably better 
than any other I have commen- 
tated on. induding the Ian Both- 
am. Bob Willis match against 
Austraiiaat Hcadingley in 1981 
when, on air, I took the Iasi wick- 
et of the match. 

First of all at Old Trafford, 
there was the inimitable John- 
nerswho, quite unintentionally, 
left rae on the second or third 
day in a somewhat tricky situa- 
tion where I fell that my whole 
career as a commentator was on 
the line. 

Tony Greig was bowling prob- 
ably to Sunny Gavaskar, and 
Jotinncrs was at the micro- 


phone. “And it’s Tony Greig 
with his gangling run of his who 
bowls now to Gavaskar. He 
plays forward and it's picked up 
by Hendrick at mid-on. 

” “Now, as Greig walks hack to 
his mark, he polishes the ball on 
his right thigh. He turns, runs in 
again, hair Bopping, and bowls 
to Gavaskar. He comes forward 
and again it’s Hendrick who 
fields. And this time, as he walks 
back, Greig. to ring the changes, 
polishes his left ball.” 

A moment's stunned silence 
followed by gales of scantily 
suppressed laughter and much 
snorting. Johnncrs was as bad as 
anyone and all he could do was 


hand over to me. I shall never 
know how I managed to get 
through the next over with the 
hvslerics going on all around me. 

I was not at all sure how I was 
going to get on in the rain ses- 
sions when we continue to chat- 
ter. Johruiers was presiding over 
one such on the second day and 
decided to bring me in. By then. 
1 had thought of one or two 
things to have a go at and off I 
went 

For about eight or nine min- 
utes 1 banged on all by myself. 
When I had finished. I turned to 
my right feeling rather pleased 
with myself and hoping someone 
else would lend a hand. 

To my horror, all the seats 
were empty and there was a 
piece of paper on the table on 
which Johnners had written: 
“Keep going until 630 and don't 
forget to hand back to the stu- 
dio." Which was Lhe perfect 


A BRIEF HISTORY OF ‘TEST MATCH SPECIAL’ 


1957 Edgbaston saw the berth of rest 
Match Special on BBC Radio. For 
the first time baJI-tiy-tafl coverage 
w» heard. Ccxnmeritaiy by Rex Al- 
ston, accompanied by toe slogan; 
‘Don't miss a ball, we broadcast 
them aff.* Remeritatte Test match 
between England and West InAes, 
involving fourth -wicket partnership 
of 411 Sf Fteur Mcp end Cotin Cow-, 
dnay. 

1966 Pater Baxter Jons toe TMS team . 
as an assistant. 


1966 BRt Fnrefefl (the Bearded Wbndefi 
- takes charge of toe scorebook- 

1967 Trevor Bailey fThe Boin joins, the 
TMS team. 

197D IMS's most-kwed personality, 
Brian Johnston (Jormere), moves 
ftom-BSC Tetevison to BBC Ra- 
. dto commentary. 

1973 Peter Baxter's first summer in fufl 
charga of toe show. 


1974 TMS (total's for Hera* Btafetd (Blow- 
ers), Christopher Martin-Jenkins 
and find Trueman in the commen- 
tary bac 

3988 BBC toreatae to tfitch ball-by-ball 
commentary, but reconsider after 
pubBc out-ray. 

3991 Johratow P&bh (Aggers) becomes 
IMS's latest remit. 

3992 7MS-riwVBStoB8CRaeSo5tortoe. 
morrwig sessions and stays on 
BBC Radio 3 in toe afternoons- 


1994TMS moves to BBC Radio 4. Un- 
interrupted but for shipping fere- 
casts at 13.55 and 37.50. 

1994- The' death of Brian Johnston 
aged 81. 

1996 bstenas Increase by several mH- 
bon as broadcasts are earned to 
South Asu by toe BBC Wtorid Ser- 
vice. - 

1997 (Thursday 5 June) TMS cefe- 
- Orates Its 40th birthday: 
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RACING RESULTS 


JOIN NOW FROM 

JUST £40 




BRIGHTON 

230: l_TWHDPARTf fTQuml 7-2: 2. 
GoocKwe Gatemen 4-7 fev: 3. La* vistas 
10-L 6 ran. V;, 3- IS Dow. Ensomj. tote: 
£4.00: £330, £1-20. OF: £2.20. CSF- 
£533. 

300:3- DARK MENACES Carson 14-1: 
2. Okay Baby 10-1; 3. Tima For DM 14-1 
14 ran. 3-1 lav Mr Cube. 2. nk (E Wietf- 
er. Pangbowne). tots: £14.50; £4.30, 
£3.00. £3.10. DR £20530. CSP. £193.13. 
Incase £2357.74. Tno: £657.80. 

330: L SOOTY TERN IR Rrencfi) 8-1; 
2. Kentucky MS 16- 1; 3. SIsGardrai 8-1. 
a ran. 9-4 lav Barbason (Sd). 2. sTn-hd. 
(J OadMK Chepstow), tors: £7. JO: £2.10. 
£3.00. £2.00, DF: ±6630 CSF: £1 14.32. 
Tricase £97238. Tno: £34630 ipart won;. 
NR: Sillier Seem. 


4.00: 3. MR BROWN MQ <7 Qwu 9 2: 2. 
Colour OourmBot 25- 1; 3. tkaMrea 9-1. 
8 ran. 5-2 it lav v« rgam [4thj. Prmcv Da nap, 
i5th». 4. 5. (R Alotfwrst. EpMffl). Tote: £5.70: 
£130. £430. £130 DF: £37.60. CSF: 
£95.00. Tncasr £890.13. 

430; 2- ROMAN REEL >S WHtWCi' 3- 1: 
2. MnNua 10-1: 3. AraboyMi 16-1. 10 
ran. 9-4 tav 1’ :. 2. iG L Mode. 

Snrh'Or). Tola: £330: £1.70. £430. £330. 
DF: £34.50. CSF. £33.21. Tno: £123.40. Fof- 
fcwnga omvtts' mcuiry. Monhmjn. wir.o/n- 
1 short ftra. maUM Jndoitcea irctW. 

530: 1. SHOUMATARA U ftarf 4- 1. 2. Um- 
ar 15-8. 3. literary 10 - 11 8 tan. Sro- 
rd.2 -.iv 5 route Newmarieu Tate: £4.70: 
£1.50. u.40. Ur- 16.60. CSF: £11.23. 

530; 2. TEAR WHITE <T Qunni 11 fav: 
2. Suite Factors 4-1:3. AnafeatS 3-1. 7 ran. 
W. a Mins, Epwmi, Tates £3 30: £1.50. 
£230. DF: £730 CSF: £12.55. Tncaa: 

£3C € 7. tno: LS. 60. FarmUaole Sprit. 5*- 


»ano Ltfns. No 9 S Aunu was aCnSawri 

not inter aiders. Rufe 4 not apply as no 

matter was formed. 

Ja d kpoL no t von (pool of £4.581.74 tamed 
•mare to Warwick looavj. 

Flaospot: £1.611.70. Quod pot £,9 00. 
Ptaea 6: £1.527.74. Place 5: £1395.78. 

PONTEFRACT 

14& 1. LAND OF DREAMS < DHotond) 4 fc 
2. Rush 9-2; 3. first Y»«** 9 -it*. 12 ran. 
1-. 5. UJ .Mnsion. UddMumi. Tots £5.90: 
£170. £1.90. £1.40 [*; £21.20. CSF: 
£13 11. loo: £ 2830. 

IXto 1. LIFE OF RSLEY tPoul EOteV 3-1. 
i Rottn Hans 70-1. 1 Mdoon Ode 12- 1 
10 ran. ll-J lav ftl«raii i4rtti. Sar-tef. 2. |& 
lows. Epsom], Tote: £3.10: £1.40. M.10. 
£2.10 OP: £60.00. CSF: £43.57 Tr.u. 
£64.30. NR: Hope Oi«r. no 9 hone Chert 
i-'Jj »iM ur.mro-.vn nra unaer orders (tuhy 4 
»oBes n bsn is?«jct«n 50o « ino noina. 


wav of saying: ‘Don't forget, 
you're playing a team game'. 

Then, there was John Arlolt s 
cfr.iice of adjectives. The iron bal- 
cony on the first Hoor of the 
pavilion bulged out half-way 
down. The Master said: "And 
then there's the balcony on the 
first floor of the pavilion with its 
portly iron railing.” Portly was 
brilliant and said it all. 

There was the fun and laugh- 
ter too. An early initiation into 
the rites of chocolate cakes, a 
chance to appreciate Ariotr's 
love of claret and Trevor BaDcy’s 
devastating one-liners: “An or- 
dinary county seamer” or “Can’t 

^ Jl was the start of something 
which for rae has simply grown 
better and better and more and 
more fun over the years. And 
long may the BBC continue to 
find a home for us on the ever 
more crowded airwaves. 

And finally, why the red bus- 
es, the pigeons and the aero- 
planes? In 1969 in Broadcasting 
House, Henn' Riddell, the 
deputy head of Outside Broad- 
cast, told me: “It is your job to 
describe the picture. You must 
concentrate on the centre, which 
is the cricket, but make sure the 
picture is complete and don’t for- 
get the frame.’’ 

And they're ail part of a day 
at the cricket too. 


3A 1. RNCmtCHA IN D3Y* 7-1; 2. 
Southertv (Ntad 7 -4 fc»r. 3. SteEaRto Bay 3- 1. 
7 i*l 1 6. <D Mcnc. Newrnarteu. IUk £7 50. 
£1-90. £131 OF £4.*>. CSF: £JO 00. 

4.15: 1_ NIGEL'S LAD iJ FommOi 4-5 lav. 
2 . Otcpa 5-1; 3. Royl butiulnw 15-6. 3 
ran. 1 '/.. 25 iPKi&lam. Mriderumi. Tote: 
£4.50. DF. L3.IXJ. CSF: £4 10. 

4.45: 1- ROYAL CASTLE rt J-Jj 

2. Slalds CasJnos Bor 4 -1; 3. Nonflc Crust 
8-1-7 ran. 2-1 fan Tan fia Fjti<-. ,40ii. 1 -.. 
27. (M^orWHem. Inmnuum) Tots' £5 ro 
£3.00. S3 30. DF: £22 90. CSF- LIU 87 ' 
&15: 1-EUtADiU iRHdu 12 tw; 2. Pre- 
sort Chance 7 -2. 3. Husun 16-1 9 ran. 
4. hd. u Ounfcp, Aiuxloft. Tote: a.£». £ 120 . 
£4 10. CT.Oj. DF' £2.10. CSF: £2.29. Tno: 
£5.60 NK- Maicn Crusarier 
Ptocopot £40.00. Quoripotr r.13 50. 
Ptoee 6: £30.70. Place 5: £23.91 


Rouse-hunting 
season begins 



JON CULLEY 


If the future of Mark Taylor 
rides on what happens when (he 
first Test begins tomorrow, he 
will not be the only man at Edg- 
baston feeling under pressure. 
Under almost as much scruti- 
ny as the Australian captain’s 
performance will be that of the 
Warwickshire groundsman. 
Steve Rouse. 

Two years ago, after the West 
Indian fast bowlers crushed 
England inside three days on a 
pilch that could have been pre- 
pared expressly for them. Rouse 
was subjected in a barrage of 
criticism, the intensity of which 
might have been duplicated af- 
ter last summer's abbreviated 
Test against India, which end- 
ed on the fourth day, had Eng- 
land not won. 

It has brought the Birming- 
ham ground's immediate future 
as a Test venue into question 
and Rouse knows that if he fails 
to deliver a satisfactory surface 
this time his job could be on (he 
line. The problem for Rouse is 
that he is working for more than 
one master, and what is satis- 
factory for one is not necessar- 
ily so for the other. 

’The England team would 
love to bowl the Aussies out in 
three days. They would like 
nothing better than lor me to 
leave a bit more grass on and 
as much pace as we can gel." he 
said. “But Lhe ECB want it to 
go the distance and there is no 
way we can afford to have it Liver 
by Saturday." 

After looking at Rouse's 

handiwork yesterday morn ing, 
England's selectors decided to 
omit Middlesex’s Phil Tufnell. 
who played in all five Tests in 


Zimbabwe and New Zealand, 
from Thursday's 12. happy that 
one spinner would be enough. 

“Nobody wants to be under 
12 months of pressure with the 
ECB saving that if you don't get 
it right you're on your bike.” 
Rouse said. “You don't like to 
show it but the criticism hurl 
quite a hit and the only way to 
prove people wrong is to pro- 
duce a good one. 

“This is renowned as a swing- 
ing ground and if there is a bit 
of juice in the pitch the ball may 
well dan around a bit on the first 
morning. But I think there'll be 
something for the batter as . 
well as the bowler. We all want 
to win the match, but not by 
cheating.” 

The .Australians, meanwhile, 
beginning to understand the cli- 
mate in which England normally 
find themselves on lour, con- 
centrated on rebutting the lat- 
est volley from behind their own 
lines. The former captain, Ian 
Chappell, branded the current 
Australian selectors “ihe worst 
in my time’' and accused them 
of picking the side “in the best 
interests of Mark Taylor rather 
than the whole team.” 

However, the current vice- 
captain. Steve Wiugh. confirmed 
that there was no question of 
Taylor stepping down. “He is in 
the side and that’s that. We 
have announced it so that there 
will not be 3,U0fl mure people 
asking lhe question.” 

■ The former Warwickshire 
all-rounder Paul Smiih has been 
banned for 22 months for tak- 
ing drugs, including cocaine. 
He will still be allowed to play 
for Berkswcll in Warwickshire 
league cricket, hut has aban- 
doned plans to play Minor 
Counties cricket for Shropshire. 


.>0r, 
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England’s 
chance to 

experiment 


Football 



IN MOORE 
1 from Nantes 

Domestic football 

“ a y be a mara- 
thon but the in- 
ternational game 

yrinis. Its players. ^ita^race- 

^ athletes, have to be 

c^hed to a series of peaks 
rather than cajoled into a 
consistent Having scaled^ 
peak w Poland, England are 
now looking towards the ulti- 

** SSJ!“ l in mind that 
Glenn Hoddle will approach 
jjaights international with 
Sty- The fnendlv. part of Le 
Toumm de France , is a means to 
an end, not an end in itself 

While winning is ohviouslvdc- 

snabk, for once it is not the only 
thing. England may be visitine 
Rome in October but, barrinc 
serious injury or a thrashing for 
one side or other, tonight's 
match is more relevant to next 
summer than Lhat qualifying tie. 

That reality was recognised 
by Paul luce, a possible captain 
tonight, and as competitive a 
player as anyone. “We obviously 
terant to win, but the win in 
Yoland has changed every- 
thing, he said. "If we get beat 
experimenting, it does not re- 
alty matter. Before Poland we 
felt that the nation was divided. 
Some people did not believe we 
ca^d go there, win, and go on 
tWBo well in the World Cup, 
others did. Now we think peo- 
ple believe in us." 

It was not, he admitted, just 
the public who had doubted. 
“We have young players and 
they read things and they are 
bound to doubt themselves. 
Now they believe as well.” 

Ince, being based in Italy, has 
a particular incentive to do 
well tonight. “They would have 
been gutted at our result in 
Poland." he said with glee. 
“They would have thought "we 
got a draw there so there is no 
way England can win 2-0, they 
wifi probably lose'. I just wish 
I’d been there to enjoy it. Af- 
ter we lost at Wembley, they 
w ere full of it for weeks. Now 
they will be under pressure in 
' don't like that.” 


: s experiments may in- 
clude playing David Beckham 
in central midfield, partly be- 
cause. with Jamie Redknapp 
and Nicky Butt out of the squad 
and Paul Gascoigne (thigh) 
and Robert Lee (toe) strug glin g 


with injuiy, he has few options. 
He will have to adapt the 
counter-attacking style which 
has been so successful in away 
games as Italy are also away and 
thus under no onus to push for- 
ward. 

“This is about finding things 
out” Hoddle said. “Tourna- 
ment football is another aspect 
of the game. A coach can ad- 
jusL his team but the players 
must be happy with iL I can find 
out what works and what needs 
working on." He may not want 
to risk Teddy Sheringham and 
Alan Shearer, both so vital to 
England, against Italian de- 
fenders. With Andy Cole suf- 
fering from a dead leg, lhat 
could mean a from pairing of 
laD Wright and Paul Scholes, 
who combined well against 
South Africa. 

The tournament is a good test 
for the 39-year-old Hoddle, 
who is matched against coach- 
es of far greater experience 
and age. Mario Zagallo and Ce- 
sare Maldini are 65, Aime Ja- 
quet is 55. Hoddle, who has 
visibity grown in authority and 
confidence since the weekend, 
did not seem perturbed. “You 
can’t judge experience by grey 
hairs,” he said. “What matters 
is what you have experienced in 
football 111 enjoy pitting my wits 
against them." 

ZagaHo has coached Brazil to 
one World Cup and assisted in 
a second; Malaini was part of 
the coaching staff when Italy 
won the World Cup; Jacquet 
steered France to the semi- finals 
of Euro 96. Formidable pedi- 
grees but, as Hoddle also not- 
ed, his youth gives him the 
advantage of being closer to 
players and their mentality. 

While Hoddle is seeking to 
experiment, Maldini, according 
to the Italian media, intends to 
play the same team which de- 
feated England at Wembley in 
February, with the possible ex- 
ception of Paolo Maldini, who 
has a thigh injuiy. 

Having said that winning is 
not vital, and noted that Rome 
will be very -different,. Hoddle 
then admitted: ‘•Winning does 
breed confidence." As-- Eng- 
land have not beaten Italy in five 
games and 21 years, victory, in- 
deed, would be a bonus. 

ENGLAND (passible): Rower* (Btecfcbum): 
Scales nbittrtham), ScoBwate lAflsn VEkO, 
CarapbeB nararftam): P Norite (Manchester 
L^. Inca (Vram a ao na lrt. Becktara (Men ch esar 
liid). Batty (Newcastle), la Saw (BacttMm); 
Scfaotes iMancDaswr Uufl. WrtgM (flraenao. 
mu* (posaWec Penazi I AwnwM; Ferrara Uu- 
uerouEi. Oostacurta (Milan). Camwaie (Par- 
mai: D» LMo Uunercuu. Di Maoao (Chelsea). 
AftartM (Mitan). D Baffifa (Pama). MaUM <**■ 
lanj orQamuriM iPWirwiZota ICheton), Cmk- 
a0* (!oao). 

Referee: M hoho (Finland). 



Merricks moves up 


Sailing 


STUART ALEXANDER 
reports from Punta Ala, Italy 

Some big names were looking 
a little ragged as Britain's John 
Merricks and Ian Walker bat- 
tled to second overall in the 
IS-boat fleet on the second 
day of the Mumm 36 World 
Championships here yesterday. 
On board the Tim Barrett- 

t ned Bra dam ante - the ssmall- 
of the three boats in this 
year's British Admiral's Cup 
team - the Olympic silver 
inedal-winners finished second, 
seventh and fourth to move up 
two places. . . . 

The pair again made a break 
in the first race and then made 
sure of consolidating gains m the 
remaining two as the westerly 
sea breeze picked up to 14 

knots. . , 

“It is always very tight and 


vou have to pfcJt a spot at the 
turning marks,” Merricks said. 


“But the boat handling is very 
good and we have quite good 
pace." 

The overall leader after six 
races is Tomas Friese's I Punkt, 
helmed by Gavin Brady with 
John Kostecki as tactician. Be- 
hind Merricks and Walker is 
Tom Roche’s Jameson. The 
gold and silver medal-winning 
brothers, Torben and Lars 
GraeL are fifth on Bravo and the 
reigning world Star Class cham- 
pion, Enrico Chieffi, parmenng 
his brother, Tommaso. is sixth 
on Breeze. . 

The Olympic champion Rus- 
sell Coutts and silver medallist 
Jorg Diesch, on Just For Garan- 
ta, are one of four Gentian 
boats vying for their Admiral s 
Cup team place. 

MUMM 36 WORLD CHAJC*10flSH^S(Pu»- 

£Z.IU RMS * 1 v vascetti <0sarna. hi. 
2 J MSmcfcsl 

KUmor (Sea Aus). teoe 5: IT CJuMfl 
hi a 2 C Larson (Jameson US|« 3 A Brac> 
(Tomas i Puntt Gert. Race E 1 
(Geofga Express NZ). 2 Bredy^Tgag (Bra- 
vo Bra). Owwalt 1 Brady 2l pts. 2 M ef 

ncteAV3#»r32, 3 34, 4 Vascocm 35, 

B Grad 37, S CWeffl 41. 


The greensfde bunkers on the sixth hole at Royal St George's were just some of the hazards in qualifying for the Amateur Championship yesterday Photograph: David Ashdown 

Walker Cup hopefuls race for their places 


Golf 


ANDY FARRELL 

reports from Royal St George's 

When the amateur golfers of 
Great Britain & Ireland Iasi 
travelled to a Walker Cup 
match on American soil four 
years ago, they did not return 
with one of this country's more 
glorious sporting stories. 
Tucked away under the heading 


“Massacre in Minnesota", the 
history books record a 19-5 
victory for the Americans. 

The haunted look on the cap- 
tain George MacGregor's face 
remains vivid, but the cries of 
“something must be done" were 
swiftly answered. MacGregor, 
taking on the David Grave ney 
role, became chairman of se- 
lector and revamped the system, 
while the Welshman Dive 
Brown was installed as captain. 


Brown led his side to a famous 
14-10 win on home soQ at Roy- 
al Porthcawl two years later. The 
defining moment came when a 
certain Tiger Woods lost to 
Gary Wblstenholme, a man who 
needed to turn on the ignition 
and engage first gear to drive as 
far as his opponent that day. 

This year's match takes place 
at Quaker Ridge, near New 
York, in August and this week's 
Amateur Championship at 


Royal St George’s, which starts 
its maichplay phase today after 
two days of strokeplay qualify- 
ing, will be a prime pointer for 
the new team. Nothing illustrates 
the turnover of players in the am- 
ateur game, ana so the problems 
for the selectors, more than the 
fact that Wolstenholme was the 
only former champion to set off 
in the initial field of 288 from 21 
countries. 

He is also one of only four 


players from the 15-strong 1995 
team to have remained playing 
for the love of the game. Of 
those who turned professional, 
Ireland's Padraig Harrington 
has been a conspicuous success, 
while the 1995 Amateur cham- 
pion, Gordon Sherry, has yet to 
see his career lake flight. 

Despite failing to qualify af- 
ter a first round 87 at Royal 
Cinque Ports, Wolsfenholme 
along with Graham Ranking, 


the winner of the Lyiham Tro- 
phy Lhis season. Jody Fanagan 
and Barclay Howard are likely 
to form the nucleus of the 
team. They are all in the pre- 
liminary squad of 20. although 
Justin Rose. 16. is not. Already 
an England international, the 
precocious Rose should force 
his way into the team, howev- 
er, with a successful follow-up 
to winning the St Andrews Tro- 
phy two weeks ago. 


Lion cubs told to bare their teeth 


Rugby Union 


CHRIS HEWETT 

reports from Pretoria 

Mpumalanga, a Zulu word for 
“the place where the sun rises", 
may sound inviting enough but 
as is usual in the boots and all 
world of South. African rugby, 
the reality is rather more men- 
acing If the Lions are to extend 
their unbeaten tour record in 
Witbank this afternoon, one or 
two young pups will will have to 
take on the mantle of fighting 
dogs. 

Jim Telfer, the Lions assistant 
coach, knows that to be the case. 
Hence the brutal session to 
which he subjected his for- 
wards in Pretoria on Monday: 
46 set-pieces in 42 minutes 
against a state-of-the-art scrum- 
maging machine equipped not 
‘y with the ability to push back 
but, it seemed, to make strong 
men cry as well. “It was as high 
oa the intensity scale as you can 
get," said Tblfer, a faintly sadis- 
tic smile accompanying his rich 
Borders brogue. 

“7b my mind, there are two 
types of players: the honest 


ones and the others. The first 
category set standards for them- 
selves, look at themselves in the 
mirror and each other in the 
eye, don't go in search of ex- 
cuses when things get hard but 
pick themselves up and do 
something about it The point 
about Monday’s scrummaging 
was that it coiild be regarded as 
money in the bank; those play- 
ers involved now know that 
they can reach that level again 
if necessary. A number of 
doubts wifi have been erased 
from their minds.” 

All of which is fine in theo- 
ry, but the add test arrives at al- 
titude this afternoon. 
South-Eastern Transvaal, as 
Mpumalanga were known when 
they put nearly 50 points on 
Wales a little under two years 
ago, are no one's idea of fun. 
According to Andrew Aitken, 
the Western Province player 
who performed so brilliantly 
against the Lions in Cape Town 
last weekend, they possess a 
“desperately hard pads of for- 
wards who don’t mmH mixing it" 
and if past experience is any- 
thing to go by, high veldt games 
against relatively unsung up- 


country outfits tend to be a lit- 
tle on the tasty side. 

It is essential, therefore, that 
the Lions translate their train- 
ing pitch scrummaging to the 
field of play - something they 
have signally failed to achieve 
■ in the three malchesfods^iTb- 
day, the burden oLiespcmsibil- 
ity falls on 'shoulders: 
those of 1SnSm2h,’tne diminu- 
tive loose-head prop from Ed- 
inburgh. and Paul Wallace, the 
Irish Saracen who starts a match 
for the first time. If they stand 
firm against what is certain to 
be a fearful buffeting, the 
morale of the entire party will 
move up another notch. 

No one in the party is in more 
need of a morale transfusion 
than Nick Beal, the Northamp- 
ton utility back who was all bin 
written off by the Lions’ hier- 
archy on Sunday because of ten- 
donitis in his right knee and an 
outbreak of shin splints. In- 
deed, Fran Cotton, the tour 
manager, indicated that unless 
Beal removed all concerns over 
his fitness a gains Mpumalanga, 
be could expea to be back in the 
east Midlands almost as quick- 
ly as his dubmate, Paul Grayson. 


Intriguingty, Beal put a rather 
different complexion on things 
yesterday. “I don’t have shm 
splints and while my right knee 
flared up for a couple of days 
last week, I haven't had a prob- 
lem since. Fm confident I can 
last the pace and go the dis- 
tance, .mainly because there is 
no earthly reason why I 
shouldn't and as I’m playing this 
game at full-back rather than on 
the left wing, m find it easier 
to get involved than against 
Eastern Province in the open- 
ing match. Fm looking forward 
to it” 

Which is more than can be 
said for Kobus Wiese, the 
strong-arm Springbok lock who 
is now contemplating life as a 
bit-part actor on the fringes of 
the Lions series rather than as 
a main protagonist Left out 
of the 27-man squad -an- 
nounced by Care! du Plessis on 
Monday night Wiese reacted in 
typically confrontational style 
yesterday. 

“This is the last straw," he 
said. “I've had offers from over- 
seas and have put them on 
temporary hold, out I have a fu- 
ture to think about and it does 


not seem to be here. How many 
more times am I expected to 
prove myself? I had no idea 
I would be left out; there nev- 
er seemed to be any indication 
that I would not be part of 
Card’s plans. Fm stunned and 
emotional." 

Wiese is now likely to captain 
the Gauteng provincial side 
against the Lions at Ellis Park, 
Johannesburg, next Wednes- 
day ni gh t. Given the fact that he 
will need to take out his frus- 
trations on someone, the 
tourists are probably praying 
that du Plessis has a swift 
change of heart. 

MPUMALANGA (v British Un, today, 
2-15- Mfltbank): E wo Gencke; i Wage, R 
Poyjew, G GendaB. P Net; R A*, D wan Zy): 
H Swan. H Kemp. A Botha. M Bremen. E van 
derBeim> F Rossouw. P .tauten. T Oosflrunsn. 
BRITISH ISLES: N Baal (Northampton and 
England); I Brans (Dane* and Watesl, A Bate- 
mu (Richmond and Wales), W Greenwood 
(Uricesert.T Uadanwod (Newcas* and Eng- 
land); N Jenkins iPontypndd and Wales). M 
Dawson (Northampton and En03nd>: T 
Smith (Wdisonere and Scotland). K Wood 
(Hartequra and Ireland). P WoAaee (Sara- 
cens and Iratand), G W* (Newcasto and Scot- 
land). J Davidson (London Msh and Ireland i . 
R Wa ln wright (WStsoruans and Soodandi. 
N Back (Leicester and England). TRodher 
(cape Northampton and Errand)- Replace- 
ments: J Gscott (Bath and Enjgand), Q 
Townsend (Northampton and Scotland], A 
Healey (Leicester and England). D Yoons 
(Cana! and Wales), M Regan (Brad and Eng- 
land). S Qutamofl (Richmond and Walesi. 


Collins to fight in Glasgow but not at Parkhead 


Sieve Collins will fulfil a life- 
time ambition when he de- 
fends his World Boxing 
Organisation super mid- 
dleweight title in Glasgow on 5 
July. However, even that wiD not 
satisfy the 32-year-old Dublin- 
er for he is desperate to fight at 
the home of his beloved Celtic. 
Instead. Collins will fight at the 
Kelvin Hall against an opponent 
who has yet to be signed up. 

“The man we want is a Scan- 
dinavian, Leif Keiski, who is 


managed by Angelo Dundee," 
the promoter, Frank Warren, 
said. “He has only one defeat 
in 21 contests with 18 of his wins 
inside the distance." The Amer- 
icans Simon Brown and Charles 
Brewer are also in the frame. 

“I have been pleading with 
Frank to get me a fight in Glas- 
gow for a long time." said 
Collins, who has many Scottish 
connections, “but what I really 
want is to fight at Parkhead." 

Darren Corbett, the new 
Commonwealth cruise rweight 
champion, has sent out a 
£400,000 challenge to the for- 


mer world champion Chris Eu- 
bank. 

Corbett’s manager, Barry 
Hearn, insisted that the Belfast 
fighter is ready to step on to the 
world stage following his three- 
round defeat of Croydon's 
Chris Okoh on Monday. 

Hearn, who guided Eubank 
to world titles at middleweight 
and super-middleweight, said: 
“IT give Eubank £400,000 to 
fight Corbett in Belfast and 
hell fall just like Okoh. That is 
a genuine offer. Chris Eubank 
should stop fighting in the 
desert and have a real contest. 



SPORTING DIGEST 


Athens doubt 
for Johnson 

Athletics 

ftchad Johnson, who pulled up 
injured in his head-to-head 
with Donovan Bailey in Toron- 
to at the weekend, may miss the 
. US Cftampioaships, starting oa 
U June, and the. World Cham- 
pktttsiups in August. . 

The douhleOIympic champ- 
ion has “a severe pull in his left 

quadricep” according to his 
agent, who added: “It will be at 
least a week/before he can 
train." Only .the first three in 
t’flfh event in the US Champ- 
ionship will qualify for Athens. 

Bailey has apologised for 
calling Johnson a “coward al- 
ter their 150m race. “Michael 
and I began this unique event as 
-Jneods, but the bufld-qs has left 
fee friendship strained, 

said “I hare tremendous rep» 

.‘for Michael's ability and I hope 
the injury he sustained is not sea- 
son threatening-'’ 


BaoabaP 

uicricaN LEAGUE BOSWn 2 W ^infcees 
5 Chicago White 5m ft 

3 Toronto 0- Postpone* Stiwnore v ow- 
land. 


Landv 

v QnannatL 


ftorn Norwich, 

atnzan ai 
28 June. 
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al agdircst Sri Lanka. Retfer set a Red 
Stnpe Cup record of 756 wns in 10 flret- 
class matches for Barbados, including 
a career-best 200 against the Windwaid 
Islands and 151 against Guyana. 

WEST woes SQUAD (OnedayWemMionBl 
r^^PortofSpaih, Frida# C A Wafeh 
ic^, s C VVMflams, S ChandBjaJ. B C Lara. 
CLHWPW, RrCHoMgr.FLRq fe.JRMur- 
ray, C E L AmUmse. L H WHBams, 0 tomrenna 
FA Rose. M onofi. 

Manq Prabriakat; the former Indranfest 
ptevw, has aflegsd he was offered a brt* 
tolose to PBto&nJn ^ 
one-day match in Sn Lanka In 1994. 
The natch was washed out by fain. Tne 
team manage AJft W&dekar, ttemissed 
tne allegations- 

AONRt»nroPW(Ooe(teyl:pekTBford: 

hent 141; Esse* 147 far 1 ID DJ teDfason 
ROno, D R Law 49no). EsaMnwi by rU«e 
widttfi, puffieht: Derbyshire 165 IA R 0®” 
4. Nottjng- 

hamshto won by s* ***ets- 

SromffULlA 17th stage l^OOtan): 1M 
Whitaker tHaifi- Guakfl (ttj 

BfcTvSSA (wKr and 
Sara WwTCGasperen. 
ft Fanean fit) M3DBI SSITW OTW: 9 S rURS®® 

Dncmnn LMfflnfi moral standlngK 

1 1 Goto ilraty) Sa«o 78hrs 27n \ n . 2 S£L3 
p Tonhov (Rust Mapei + 51sec 3 L Lettarc 

i. 8:17; 9 A Merck* (Ben Patti 

9:42; ID S Gontchar (lAr) AW 10-J6- 
mhtco Parrteni, who crashed “fL 0 ?,*? 
Giro d’ltalia after a bad fell on -- 5 Ma y* 


aims to race again on Monday The Ital- 
ian, wtio returned to the saddle only 
three months ago after a 16 -month ley- 
off following a near-fatal crash In a race 
in October 1995, will compete in 
Bologna. Parrtani suffered muscle in- 
ines, swelling and bruising to hts left 


JUI* 

leg. 


Football 

Miguel Angel Nadal, the Barcelona de- 
fender. has pulled out of the Spanish 
squad for Sunday's World Cup qualifi- 
er with the Czech Republic because of 
injury. He is replaced by Atletico 
Madrid's Juan Lopez. 

Kevin Blackwell, in chaq^ of Pfy- 
mouth's youth deiretopment scheme for 
the past two seasons, has been ap- 
pointed assistant manager to Argyie's 
manager Mick Jones. 

Michael Craig me 19-year-oid nephew 
of Scotland's Under-2i coach Ibmmy, 
has extended Ns contract with Aberdeen 
until the end of the 1998-99 season 
as have his fellow strikers Dennis 
Wyness and Malcolm Kpedekpo. 

Gerd Niebaum, president of the Euro- 
pean Cup winners Borussia Dortmund, 
said yesterday he would not be seek- 
fag re-election at the dub's annual meet- 
ing this autumn because of excessive 
burdens related to the position. 

Golf 

WORLD RANKINGS (US unless stated): 1 
G Norman (AusBaka) lfl^peae; 2T¥toab 
9.79; 3 T Lehman 9.41; 4 S EJWnpon (Aus) 
9 45; S N Pnce 0m) 8 l 87; 6 C Mwsaomerte 
(GB) R44: 7 E EJs (SA) &«,■ 8 M Qn*i Uapani 
8.27: 9 M O'Meara 7.87; 10 P McWfeon 
7.32; U F Couples 6.74; 12 B Fean 6.73; 


13 N Faldo (GB) 6.72; 34 S Hodl 6.67; IS 
D Love 5.84: IS B Larger (Ger) 5.82: 17 J 
Pamevfc (Swe) 5.76: 18 S Jones 5.75; 19 1 
Wdosnam (GB) EL48; 20 V Singh IFyd 5.2ft 

RaByfng 

Alain Menu broke his own qualifying 
record by more than 03sec at Dortngton 
Park y^enfey to keep the Renault team 
out in front hi the Auto Tiader RAC Tour- 
ing Car Championship. He led his 
team-mate, Jason Plato, m official 
tasting, tapping in imin l0.938secson 
the l.y6miie Donfagton National drcuL 

Table tennis 

ENGLAND SQUAD FOR EUROPEAN YOUTH 
CHAMPIONSHIPS (starting lflJnty.Topo*- 


“Darren Corbett will make 
history l^r becoming the first 
fighter to win three world titles 
dropping down the weights in- 
stead of going up.” 

The 24-year-old Corbett was 
considered slight underdog 
against the formerly unbeaten 
Okoh, but his punching power 
was the decisive factor as he 
floored his opponent twice in 
the second round and again S3 
seconds into the third. 

Okoh, who was taken to hos- 
pital with concussion and de- 
tained overnight, had won the 
opening round convincingly 


cany, Slovak Rap): BOYS: 6 Herbert 
(Bucks). CTiwnra*** Mott). J Sagrue IMrt- 
cfleseO. P Marshall (Yorks). A Baggatoy 
(Bucks). M Quo (Surrey). J Dodd (Keruj. 
eras: L Thornton mncg.TDa v tea (Essex), 
j BarrackMgh (Dawn). E Srattti (Yods). N 
Yardy (Essex). L Durrant (Notts), K Parker 
(Lena). 

Tennis 

SURREY GRASS COURT CHAMMONSMPS 
(Surtatan): MEN: First round: J Stoftenbeig 
(AUS) M C Heg^td (SA) (5-2 6-3; A Ra(Uescu 
(Get) bt N Perttia (\fan) 5-0 retired; R Koentg 
(SA) br S Draper (Aus) S-3 7-6; C Wilkinson 
«S) bt N KJefer (Ger) 6-4 6-3: D Saptfonl 
(G8) MKCartsen (Den) 6-7 6-4 6-4: S Stole 
{Aus] bt P Hand (GB) 7-6 3-fi 7-6; L Paes 
(Ind) W M Lee (GB) 6-3 6-4; E Erteh (tei) tt 


with his tidy counter-punching. 

“I was just feeling him out, 
seeing what he had," Corbett 
said. “But he punched like a girl. 
When you come to Belfast you 
must fight like a man. He didn't 
like the body shots and once I 
landed them he folded up." 

Corbett expects to make his 
first defence early in September 
after he enjoys a holiday in 
Spain at manager Hearn’s ex- 
pense. “I had a bet with Barry 
that if I won he would give me 
a holiday," the champion said. 

Eddie Thomas obituary, 

1 20 


M Fstehey (GB) 7-6 64. WOMEN: First 
round: 7 Tanasugam (Iha) bt M Masons 
6-3 6-3; LGotarsa (ft) bt L Horn (SA) 6-4 
6-1; A Oteza (POO at D Graham (US) 6-1 
6-2; LAW (GB) bt S SmWi 7-5 6-4 (GB); 
KAnri Guse (Ata) biS Drate-Brockham (Aus) 
6-3 6-3; L Latlmar (GB) bt KPace (US) 6- 
0 7-6; AWblmragm (GB) br N VaUyanairian 
And) G-3 6-3: S Cade (US) btT SnytW (US) 
5-7 7-5 7-5; J TJaytor (Aus) bt H Mocfiizu- 
M Uapanl 6-4 6-2; SA Siddall (GB) bt M 
Tu (US) 6-3 6-0: LWoodiutfe iGB) btPNal- 
son (US) 6-4 62: M Shar^inessy (US) M 
j CN (US) 62 62: 0 BarebanscWkwa (Betel 
bt P Hemuda (Spa) 62 62; T Knzan (Sfo) 
bt J Lee (US) 7-5 63; S Noortander (Noth) 
bt K Bravb (US) 4*6 64 63; K Kunce (Aus) 
bt V Dories (GB) 4-6 62 6J- 


TODAY'S FIXTURES 


Football 

LE TOlIRNO! DC FRANCE 
Italy v Eogtaod (7 JO) . 


W u» Beaufalni stmSbm. ftanet) 

Cricket 

HO unless Sated 

BreTANMCASGURANCECOUNIYCHAmON- 
SHF (FM diy of four): Dfirtiygwa if HafflpBftc 
lot Owocfflefcp: Duntrri u Sussex (at (ftwsWe. 
cnestar-N-areeu; Kern v warmeKshw tat Tun- 
tinttitt HM&K MKkaaei v Lecesanrue ia 
Loraij: NorttwpptonsWfE irNonlnfliOTsnire (ar 
Na ifa iip W : Somssa v Lareaahire ( at 7anonJ; 
SuireywEaafai TheOwOtYnlGNie vGlouoeB- 
tennire tar BoaOn&rr). 

IBNOR COUNTIES CHAMPtONSHff (First day 
rgtaw^BucMf ^ n a fnrawySt a flanMwaratfliw- 

consflaM- 

SEC0ND XI OUMMONSHP (FM 4ay of 
thrwnntess cancQ: DerdydUra v Siksbi Cat 
ADDtxsMtne sehoed. nocBtab: Essex v Mtar- 
wchshn (or BftKfl; Gianvx^r v Nattiampmn- 
»nre forSnonseei).- fi tti ciwrent ii m v toUoHie let 
Juttky Part, Uoueoston; Hamponta v Sum* fai 
Swtfwrpftrt); Uddesa v Outran kt LeratuvL 


(Sound day of fora): Wonasianhireu Somer- 
set far KMJamtaaeri. 

Rngby Leagse 

Ruaar LEAGUE SocMDMiknBwrteyvLecn 

Rugby Unkw 

TOUR MATCH: Mpumalanga (SA) » Stitt* Lme 
CL15) tatvmonk). 

Speedway 

HJTE LEAGUE: Kings Lym v WoMrnsmpum 
(7.451: P00)e v IfarKh (7-K». 

PREMER lEAfiUE: HA v Audng [7J0h Long 
Eaton vSruKe 17^45). 

Other sports 

GOLF: Britan A/TWWf Onmplonraip (Royal Si 
Gewga'S S teyol Cnpue PonsL Women's ana- 
Kur rttepwoMt Gnat Bman 4 Wb«I u Souiti 
Ainea fLnram Grange). 

MOTORCYCUNG: Isle of Man TT faces. 
TENNIS: Sumy huwnaikxial OnmpiOfKWos 
(Sutnonl. 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 

15,000 


I The number of Barnsley su j>- 
, porters who have already or- 
dered season tickets atOak- 
| well, .following, their, dub's 
promotion to.the Premiership 
next season. The Iforkshire 
| club said yesterday the fig- 
i ure was a club record. 


Canterbury 
on alert 
after riots 

Rugby League 

DAVE HADFIELD 

Wigan have been promised that 
there will be extra security oq .. 
duty for their opening World 
Club Challenge match on Mon- 
day, following a riot at the 
home ground of their oppo- 
nents, Canterbury. ; 

Fighting broke out after a 
disallowed uy in their defeat by 
Penrith and continued al a 
local railway station after the 
match. Crowd violence is as rare 
at Australian rugby league 
matches as it is in Britain and 
the club is confident there will 
be no repetition next Monday. 

The London Broncos, who 
also play Canterbury in the 
early group matches of the 
tournament, were at the match, 
but their coach, Tony Currie, 
was far from impressed. 

“We've heard a kit about how 
good the Australian teams are, 
but that match put us to sleep for 
an hour,” said Currie. London 
begin their programme with the 
first game of the tournament 
against their namesakes, the 
Brisbane Broncos, who have 
n anted a near full-strength side 
for the game on Friday. 

Leeds, who play North 
Queensland on Saturday, will 
have their regular full-back. 
Damian Gibson, fit to face his 
former club after he recovered 
from a bout of 'flu. 

Salford players are to have a 
whip-round to meet the cost of 
taking their injured team-mate 
Scott Naylor with them to Ade- 
laide where they play on Sun- 
day. while Matt Munro has 
flown out to his native Australia 
to catch up with his Oldham col- 
leagues, after having a minor 
knee operation. 


FRENCH OPEN 
TENNIS 
RES U LTS 


Seeded players In capitals 
Men’s singles, quarter-finals: F 
Dewuff (Bef) bt M Norman (Swe) 
6-2 6-7 6-4 6-3; G Kuerten (Bra) 
bt Y KAFELNIKOV (Rus) 6-2 5-7 2-6 
6-0 6-4. 

Vfomarfe singles, quarter-finals: 
ACoetzer(SA) btS GRAF (Ger) 6-1 

6- 4; 1 MAJOU (Croa) bt R Dragomir 
(Rom) 6-3 5-7 6-2; M SELES (US) 
bt M J FERNANDEZ (US) 3-6 6-2 

7- 5; M HINGIS (Swit) bt A SAN- 
CHEZ V1CAR10 (Sp) 6-2 6-2. 

Women's doubles, third round: 
G FERNANDEZ (US) and N ZVERE- 
VA (Bela) bt H Nagyova (Slovak) 
and P Schnyder (Swrt) 6-4 6-2. 

Mixed doubles, quarter-final: L 
Raymond and P Galbraith (US) bt 
R McQuillan and D MacPherson 
(Aus) 6-3 6-4; R HIRAK1 (Japan) 
and M BHURATHl (India) bt A KDUR- 
NIK0VA (Rus) and M KNOWLES 
(Bah) 7-5 60; H SUK0VA and C 
SUK (Cz Rep) bt M 0REMANS and 
H J DAVIDS (Neth) 6-2 6-3. 

Boys’ doubles, first round 
(selected): I Bates and D Sher- 
wood (GB) bt J Garda-Sirttes and 
G Plate! (Sp) 6-0 6-3. 
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Waugh of words 

Steve Waugh talks to 
Ian Stafford, page 30 


Spurs rocked 

by Sheringham 
transfer move 


Football 

GLENN MOORE 
reports from Nantes 

Teddy Sheringham’s festering 
discontent with Tottenham Hot- 
spur has been brought to a head 
by what he sees as Alan Sugar's 
peremptory treatment of his 
contract negotiations, the Eng- 
land striker claimed yesterday. 

According to Sheringham, 
Sugar, the Tottenham chair- 
man, offered him a new deal last 
month, then withdrew it after 46 
hours. Sheringham's subse- 
quent transfer request, which he 
confirmed yesterday, will spark 
an intense chase for his services. 

Sheringham said that Sugar 
had made no subsequent at- 
tempt to persuade him to see out 
the remaining two years of his 
contract. “From what I can 
make out the chair man has said 
that 1 can leave," Sheringham 
said “I’ve had a letter read out 
to me by his secretary and it says 
that if the right offer comes 
along I wiU be allowed to leave." 

Sheringham, who is herewith 
the England squad, claimed he 
was “left with no alternative". He 
wen ton; “I have done what I had 
to do. 1 was still thinking about 
the contract when it was with- 
drawn. Alan Sugar told me lat- 
er that was his custom but he did 
not tell me l had 4S hours at the 
time. Since it was in the build-up 
to England's game with South 
Africa, I would not have thought 
that was right anyway" Sugar 
could not be reached yesterday 
to give his side of the story. 


Sheringham admitted that 
there were "quite a few reasons" 
for his decision. “1 have been 
thinking about it for a long time. 
It feels the right time for me to 
have a new chaDeqge. I have been 
disappointed that we have not 
been challenging for honours." 
added Sheringham who has yet 
to win a domestic honour. 

“Thai was a big factor in the 
decision. At the end of a career 
you want to look back on medals 
and the memories of bow you 
won diem. We have been dose 
with Tottenham, but that is not 
good enough. There are times 
when we have looked good, but 
then fallen away, lop players 
want to play at the top leveL" 

By that, Sheringham means 
European football, either with a 
Premiership ade, or one from the 
Continent. *1 will contemplate 
anything, 1 like to think there wQl 
be a lot of interest,” he said. 

Glenn Hoddle, the England 
coach, thought there would be. 
“I expect there will be a lot of 
interest in England and 
abroad,” Hoddle said. “He is a 
clever, thoughtful player. You 
nap explain anything to him and 
he will go out on the pitch and 
emulate iL That’s an art. 

“His training, and approach 
to the game is impeccable. His 
warm-ups and warm-downs, his 
stretching, everything. He is a 
true professional. He even wins 
at the table tennis and golf. 

“He is of an age when the 
penny has dropped and he re- 
alises these things are important. 
He also has a strong character. 
He is someone who can still 


Blooming Stoichkov 


Bulgaria's volatile striker Hris- 
to Stoichkov ' brought new 
meaning to the phrase “say it 
with flowers" as he ended a dis- 
pute with the national team's 
bead coach. 

Stoichkov, who pulled out of 
the side last year, is now ex- 
pected to rejoin the national 
side, a senior official said yes- 
terday. 

Stoichkov, who plays for 
Bobby Robson at Barcelona, 
met with Bulgaria’s head coach. 
Hristo Bonev. in their home 
town of Plovdiv after his arrival 
from Spain on Monday. Mihail 
Kasabov, the first vice-president 
of the Bulgarian Football Union 
said. 

“Bonev just told me that 
Stoichkov unexpectedly rang 
the bell of his bouse yesterday 
carrying a bunch of flowers 
and apologised for the offensive 


words quoted by the local me- 
dia, a big part of them having 
been exaggerated," Kasabov 
said. 

Stoichkov was expected to 
meet up with the squad yester- 
day evening in the Black Sea 
port of Bourgas, where they play 
a World Cup European Group 
Five qualifier against Luxem- 
bourg on 8 June. 

However, it is not certain 
whether he will play, as Bonev 
has yet to deride whether to in- 
clude Stoichkov against Lux- 
embourg. as he has not been in 
his plans so far. 

Stoichkov, who played a ma- 
jor role as Bulgaria became 
World Cup semi-finalists for the 
first time m 1994, quit tire team 
last year after demanding the 
resignation of football officials 
who sacked the former nation- 
al coach, Dimitar Penev. 


make the difference in a game 
which he had not started well.” 

Obvious candidates from the 
Premiership are Liverpool, 
Manchester United and New- 
castle. Liverpool, having just 
sold Stan CaDymore, have the fi- 
nance, but the interest of their 
manager Roy Evans is not 
shared by the Liverpool board, 
who are worried , by Shering- 
ham’s age. Manchester United 
could see die 31-year-old Sher- 
ingham as the ideal short-term 
replacement for Eric Cantona, 
while Newcastle have already 
been linked with him. They 
could recreate the potent in- 
ternational partnership of Sher- 
ingham and Alan Shearer with 
Les Ferdinand returning to the 
tutelage of Gerry Brands, his for- 
mer manager at Queen's Park 
Rangers, as part of the bargain. 

Foreign dubs will also be in- 
terested with Le Toumoi de 
France, which England are 
presently engaged in, a timely 
shop window. Among those 
elute taking an interest will be 
Intern azionale, whose ranks 
currently include Sheringham’s ; 
England team-mate, Paul I nee. 
When informed of Sbering- 
ham’s decision by the press, Ince 
immediately said he would be 
contacting the Inter president, 
Massimo Moratti, to suggest he 
took an interest- “He is one of 
those players who could go to 
Italy and do weU," said Ince, 
who added that he was still to 
determine his own future. 

Manchester United wifl com- 
plete their pre-season prepa- 
rations with a home game 
against the Czech side, Slavia 
Prague, on Wxlnesday 6 August 
as part of the deal which 
brought Karel Poborsky to Old 
Halford. 

Martin O’NeflL the Leicester 
manager, is set to sign a new 
contract that wiD keep him at Fil- 
bert Street until die year 2000. 

Brighton and Hove Albion 
look set to start next season 
playing their home games at 
Gillingham. The Third Division 
dub’s board of directors have 
ruled outa move to Hove Grey- 
hound Stadium because there 
is not enough time to bring it up 
to Football League standard by 
obtaining planning permission 
and improving the pitch. 

Roberto Mancini has ended 
his 15-year career with Samp- 
doria after agreeing a three-year 
contract with Lazio. The Genoa 
chib have replaced their 32- 
year-old striker with Jurgen 
Klinsmann, who signed a one- 
year contract yesterday. 

Sugar bows out at Amstrad, 
page 24 
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ACROSS 

7 Siamese once out of 
breath, ailing? (4) 

S Complete change of 
policy almost sure to 
go wrong (10) 

10 Products derived inci- 
dentally from cricket- 
side in drives (4-4) 

11 One who needs energy 
to travel over snow to 
reach doctor? (6) 

12 Army personnel select- 
ed for a bit of painting 

, ( 6 ) 

13 Paper one in France, 
for example (8) 

15 P-pipes (s-8) 

IS Haydn’s creation given 
capital? (8) 


20 Able, these days, to 
take trio agitato (6) 

22 Vehicle deterioration 
in the plant (6) 

24 The woolly jumper 

counter has it! (8) 

25 Intimidated appear- 
ance overcome (10) 

26 We French show such 
co mm on sense (4) 

DOWN 

1 This Englishman, said 
Napoleon, hops about 
on guard (10) 

2 Queen, the fourth to 
put up in Austrian 
province (6) 

3 Effectively leave no 
crumbs? (8) 

4 How passionate of 
Abelard, entwining? (6) 


5 Finn’s resources shown 

in stock catalogue (S) 

6 Victoria, for example, 
almost chubby (4) 

9 Antisocial sort’s mini 
shorts, apt to go astray 

14 ^hady but is promising, 
given this new start (10) 

16 Hazel's colour, now 
burnt badly (3-5) 

17 Snag gown, unfortu- 
nately, in the last act 
(44) 

19 River mammal some 
call a rat (6) 

21 Nomad, upright type 
carrying unknown 


quantity, (6) 
First-class ra 


irst-class rail jolly? (4) 
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Old pals act f 

Henry Blofeld on 40 years of jj 
Test Match Special, page 30 
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Amanda Coetzer powers her way past Steffi Graf to reach the semi-final of the French Open yesterday 
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Nervous’ Graf tripped 
up again by Coetzer 


Collect pounds , 
not points 


Labour 


Tennis 

JOHN ROBERTS 
reports from Roland Garros 

An eccentric French Open has 
grown even curiouser. The de- 
fending singles champions, 
Yevgeny Kafelnikov and Steffi 
Graf, soni mis d la parte , and 
Dewuif is at the door. 

Kafelnikov was caught and 
overtaken in five sets by the 
I Brazilian Gustavo Kuerten, a 
! blur in blue and yellow, who wilJ 
i now be challenged for a place 
, in Sunday's final by Filip 
Dewuif, a Belgian qualifier. 

Graf was so upset that she did 
not attend last night’s ITF world 
champions' dinner. For Graf, it 
was a case of deja vw. Having 
lost to Amanda Coetzer in the 
fourth round of the Australian 
Open in January and suffered 
her worst defeat ever (0-6. 1-6) 
against the diminutive South 
African in Berlin only weeks 
ago, the German anticipated 
difficulties in the quarter-fi- 
nals yesterday. Few observers, 
however, expected the champ- 
ion to contribute so generous- 
ly to her own downfall, 6-1, 64. 

Graf’s loss, coupled with 
Monica Seles's win against the 
American Mary Joe Fernandez, 
3-6, 6-2, 7-5, will relegate the 
German to No 3 in the world 
behind Martina Hingis and Se- 
les next Monday. It will be 
Grafs lowest position for 10 
years. 

Hingis, the top seed, defeat- 
ed Arantxa Sanchez Vjcario. 
6-2, 6-2, and plays Seles in the 
semi-finals. Coetzer plays Iva 
Majoli. the Croatian ninth seed 
wbo beat Ruxandra Dragomir, df 
Romania, 6-3, 5-7. 6-2. Some of 
the names left in the tournament 
may hardly ring a bell in their 


own parish, but Filip Dewuif now 
stands alongside John McEnroe 
in tennis history. 

The 25 -year-old from Leo- 
poldsburg. ranked No 122 in the 
world, is one of only three men 
to have come through the qual- 
ifiers to reach the semi-final of 
a Grand Slam Championship. 
He shares the distinction with 
McEnroe (Wimbledon) and 
Bob Giltinan (Australian 
Open), both of whom achieved 
the feat in 1977. 

Neither McEnroe nor Gilti- 
nau managed to advance to the 
respective finals 20 years ago. 
and Dewuif may be hard put to 
deny Kuerten, who recovered 
from 1-2 in sets to defeated the 
third-seeded Kafelnikov, 6-2, 
5-7, 2-6, 6-0, 6-4. 

The result left Sergj Bruguera 
(No 16) as the last remaining 
seed in the men’s draw. The 
Spaniard, twice a former 
champion, plays Hicham Arazi, 
of Morocco, in the quarter-fi- 
nals today. 

Dewuif, playing his eighth 
match since arriving for the pre- 
qualifying event, defeated Swe- 
den’s Magnus Norman - who 
eliminated Pete Sampras, the 
world No 1 in the third round 
- 6-2. 6-7, 64, 6-3. The Iasi man 
from Belgium to reach the last 
eight of a Grand Slam singles 
was Jacky BrichanL who lost to 
Mervyn Rose here in ftuis in 
1958. 

Graf has been accusLomcd to 
setting standards, having wem 21 
Grand Slam singles titles since 
last losing in the quarter-finals 
here in 1986, when she was de- 
feated by Hana Mandlfkova, 

Yesterday's performance 
againsl Coetzer filled the 27- 
year-old Graf with foreboding. 
With only three weeks remain- 
ing before she is due to defend 


her Wimbledon title, she spoke 
at length about a crisis of con- 
fidence which has grown since 
her three-month absence be- 
cause of a knee injury. 

Her concern is hardly sur- 
prising, since Graf was official- 
ly debited with 64 unforced 
errors, although seven of that 
number had more to do with 
Coetzer *s unrelenting compet- 
itiveness. 

“It was a terrible match," 
Graf said. “I was really nervous 
starting off. I was very unsure 
of my shots, and I didn't seem 
to find the reach or the patience 
at all. It's just tbe state I'm in 
at the moment. I don’t seem to 
have any self-confidence." 

Not even a 45-minute rain de- 
lay, when Coetzer was leading 
3-1 in the second set, revived 
Grafs spirits- “Even during the 
break I did not find a positive 
attitude." she said. 

“I'Ve been struggling a little 
bit in every match that I’ve 
played, but I usually manage to 
change it around. Today I 
couldn’t. 1 got too frustrated. 
Amanda is playing well. That’s 
obviously a factor, too. She’s so 
steady and doesn't make mis- , 
takes." 

Asked if she had experi- i 
enccd similar periods of un- ! 
certainty previously. Graf said: 
“Quite a few times, yes. I think 
in any career you go through 
stages. It's going to take another 
while lo get [my confidence] 
back." 

Did she think it would return 
in lime for Wimbledon? “I'll 
work on iL It’s good that I have 
a break now. IT take some time 
off and probably not play for a 
couple of days, but work more 
on my fitness and see how it 
goes then. I think if I'm fit and 
ready. I'm going to be fine.” 
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back credit card 


Unique in the UK - the NEW credit card 
from AUiance & Leicester gives you: 

I money back on every purchase, every year 
I double money back of up to 2% in 1997 
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